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I am reading Douglas Copeland’s latest 

novel. He begins by quoting Kurt Vonnegut, 
addressing a class of university graduates: ‘The 
media do us all such tremendous favours when 
they call you Generation X, right? Two clicks from 
the very end of the alphabet! I hereby declare you 
Generation A, as much as the beginning of a 
series of astonishing triumphs and failures as 
Adam and Eve were so long ago.’ 

What is true for those young people I 
believe is also true for us as the Church. If we are 
the Church today, it is because God has brought 
us together by God’s will and for God’s purposes, 
with a new beginning to explore and experience 
… in worship, community and witness. 

We are in the season of Pentecost, the 
great reminder that the Church exists not because 
of long history or our present dedication but by the 
work of God through the Holy Spirit. 

It is by the Holy Spirit that we are bound 
together with Christians around the world into the 
Church of Christ – read the special insert on the 
visit of our partnership team with the congregation 
of Amkhut, of the Church of North India.  

Here at St. Andrew’s we have been 
brought together by the Holy Spirit from many 
peoples – read the prayers spoken in Arabic, 
Korean and Menda during worship at Pentecost.  

It is by the Holy Spirit that we are sent out 
from the church into the world for the good of 
humanity – read the updates on relief in Haiti and 
see photos of the support offered to Bruce House 
in our own city.   

In these wonderful weeks of summer and 
of Pentecost, we are grateful for the Holy Spirit 
continuing to grow us into the living body of the 
living Lord.  

Andrew Johnston  
 

Special Summer Insert: 
Reflections on Partnership 
with First Church Amkhut India 
 
From February 8-25 five St. Andreans travelled to 
India to meet with Bhil Christians of Amkhut. 

 
Reflection #1 – by Gail B. 
 
 One of the things that stood out for me 
was how important the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada is to the Bhil people that we met.  

The Christian church in the Bhil Mission 
Field grew out of activities of Canadian 
Presbyterian missionaries in central India in the 
late 19th and 20th centuries. Dr John Buchanan 
and his wife, Mary McKay, both Canadians, set 
out for India as medical missionaries in 1888. 
John Buchanan soon became aware of the Bhil 
people living in the outlying rural areas, and 
developed an interest and concern for them.  In 
1895 John Buchanan responded to the call, and 
he and his wife relocated to Amkhut, and it was 
from there that they began their ministry.  

        (Continues on page 2) 
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 Amkhut was, and still is, a remote village 
in a valley of the Vindhya–Satpura mountain 

range. Our drive from Jobat to Amkhut took us 
along narrow, winding roads, through barren, hilly 
terrain. Fortunately for us, a stretch had been 
recently repaved.  In Buchanan’s time there was 
no road, just trails up and over the hills through 
jungle region abundant with cheetahs, tigers and 
bears. Today the trees have gone and most 
animals have disappeared. However, the roads 
are still dangerous. Rev. Emmanuel and the other 
church and community members who had kindly 
seen us off at the airport in Indore, were delayed 
getting home that night as the roads were closed 
because of thieves.   
        Although 
the landscape 
was dry and 
barren during 
our visit, as it 
was winter, 
there was still 
much beauty. 
There is a tree, 
known in 
English, as the 
Flame of the 
Forest, which 
blooms in 
January and 
February. Our timing was such that we were lucky 
enough to see some of these brilliant orange 
flowering trees. Some of the blooms were part of 
the beautiful garlands we were presented with on 
our arrival in Amkhut. 
  

Using Amkhut as their base, the 
Buchanans reached out to other villages in the 
region, some over 20 km away.  As John 
Buchanan wrote in his book Jungle Tales, their 
work among the Bhils was to improve them in 
every possible way, physically, economically, 
socially, mentally and spiritually. This focus of the 
Christian ministry has not changed. 

 Between 1928 and 1968 the Bhil church  
was actually part of the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada.  In 1970, six Christian denominations 
united to form the Church of North India, including 
the church in Amkhut. It was hoped that this 
amalgamation would strengthen the various 
Christian churches in this area. Despite being part 
of the Church of North India, I sensed the 
communities we visited in the Bhil Mission Field 
feel isolated from their church head offices in 
Delhi and their partner churches. 

 
Since the Buchanan’s arrival in Amkhut,  

many missionaries have followed to continue the 
work they started, as ministers, teachers, 
physicians and nurses.  

Our last morning we visited the community 
health centre to meet with Mercy Ravikant, the 
Nursing Director of Community Health. Over chai 
and biscuits, Mercy shared pictures and stories of 
previous missionaries and visitors, so appreciative 
of that connection to Canada. With the arrival of 
those early missionaries, many of the Bhil people 
turned to Christianity. Through Christian 
initiatives, these Bhil people, who exist socially at 
the bottom of Indian society, were given the 
opportunity to learn to read and write, benefit from 
better health care and learn of the caring and love 
of God. 
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Community Health Volunteers 

 The last of the Presbyterian Church of 
Canada missionaries is Pauline Brown.  Pauline, 
as many of you may know, is a nurse by 
profession, and originally from Ottawa. Her 
hospitality was so gratefully received by us, and 
the sharing of stories of her time in and around 
Amkhut gave us a better sense of this community. 
She arrived in the Bhil mission field in the early 
1950’s to begin the community health initiative. 
Community health volunteers from remote villages 
are trained to be the frontline person in their home 
village, promoting nutrition, personal hygiene, 
child-maternal health, family planning and basic 
health issues.  As someone who works in the 
healthcare field, I can appreciate the task these 
volunteers assume.   
 Demonstration gardens at the health 
centres, supported in part by PWS&D, teach 
these volunteers the nutritional value of certain 
crops, who then return home with produce to eat 
and plants to grow for their families and 
neighbours.  
 Foot-powered sewing machines have 
been donated to the community health centre 
allowing these volunteers to gain sewing skills to 
make such items as pillowcases and shopping 
bags. In addition, baskets and brooms are also 
made, all of which can be used for income 
generation.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Back to Pauline – she has now retired, 

though she plans to live her remaining life in her 
home in Jobat. She ends the line of many 
missionaries that have left Canada for this area in 
India. I sense that many there see this as an end 
of an era, and a break from the PCC. In this way, 
the idea of building a partnership with First 

Church Amkhut and St. Andrew’s Ottawa will 
provide a continued link to Canada, allowing each 
church to learn from and about each other, and 
share our faith in God.   - Gail B. 

Reflection #2 – Diana B. 
 
            Was it life changing? That is what 
someone here at St Andrew’s asked me when I 
returned from India. The only way I can answer 
that question is to describe to you the indelible 
imprint India put on me. 
 India, with its wildly contrasting images: 
beauty amidst poverty, a world of dust and dirt 
and chaos. Where women in bright fuchsia and 
gold saris walk along dirty garbage-strewn 
roadways. Where children step out of shanty lean-
tos in spotless school uniforms and where wild 
dogs and cows, camels and elephants share the 
roads with trucks and buses, rickshaws and 
bicycles. Honking cars, noise, the intimidating 
proximity of people: the excitement and the 
exhaustion. 
 And from there, the journey towards a more 
pastoral place... Amkhut ... our partner 
community. 
 If I were to go to a place in my mind that 
embodied peace and being literally held in God’s 
palm, Amkhut is where I would go. Not just for the 
beautiful terrain: the palm and mango 
interspersed  with tropic orange Flame of the 
Forest trees, not just for the Vindhya-Satpura 
mountains or the tidy village huts, scattered 
among them…but for the people. The people of 
Amkhut, who embody humble grace and faithful 
gratitude. 
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Mercy Ravikant & Mrs. Bishy

 People like Mercy Ravikant, a Bhili 
matriarch 
and Director 
of the 
Community 
Health unit. A 
mighty 
presence in a 
petite frame, 
who with her 
high-pitched 
giggle and 
expressive 
pointing 
finger, tells us  
at every turn, 
“How wonderful is God’s Plan.” Mercy, who 
proudly points out to us the health unit’s old metal 
rattling storage cabinet, donated by PWS&D, as if 
it were a coveted treasure, when in truth, the real 
treasure is what is stored within: meticulously 
hand-logged ledgers of community health work, 
faithfully recorded by village health workers,  
since the 
1950’s. 
 The 
Rev. Emmanuel 
Ariel, who 
embodies the 
power of 
prayer; who 
turned an unjust 
imprisonment 
into an 
opportunity to 
witness to fellow inmates and praise God.  
A minister who tirelessly serves four church 
communities, and who incredibly, feels ‘unworthy,’ 
yet gratefully welcomes the opportunity to partner 
with St. Andrew’s. 
 The quiet life 
testimony of  
Mr. Henry Abey, a 
faithful teacher who 
selflessly lives in 
humble servitude as 
guardian and 
warden of the boys’ 
hostel in the Mission 
compound. 

The youth, Roby, Deepak, Sonia, and 
Deepika, who came to St Andrew’s last summer, 
and  took their experiences from Canada Youth 
2009 to become leaders in their own churches 
and communities. These and so many others who 
opened their homes to us, offered us chai and 
warm welcome. 
 And, of course, Miss Pauline Brown, our 
own Presbyterian missionary, now retired. A 
name familiar to me in my teens. Pauline, who 
despite her own misgivings of suitability, followed 
an inner voice, calling her to missionary work and 
came out to India as a young nurse, to work 
among the Bhils.  Fifty-eight years later, what an 
impact she has had. An ‘Auntie’ to many 
(Christian, Hindu and Muslim), a story teller and 
keeper of the community: champion of both its 
past and future. A woman, with whom you can 
watch the movie, “Pretty Woman” on TV with the 
relish of a slumber party, (fingers crossed that the 
electricity doesn’t cut out), but when it does, hear 
her own stories, including those of horrific 
personal assaults and her gratitude for the 
blessings that have come out of them. “Isn’t it 
marvelous?” I can still hear her say. Isn’t it 
marvelous, the wondrous mysteries of God 
unraveling in ways you hadn’t expected. That in 
EVERYTHING God has a plan. 

 

Pauline reminded me of the faithful arrival 
of boxes of powdered milk sent by my mother’s 
WMS group to India. I remember packing those 
boxes! And as a teenager, loathing the taste of 
powdered milk, wondering why on earth anyone 
would even want powdered milk?!  And here to 
find myself in India, all these years later, among 
the very recipients of those boxes...and to realize 
that the milk that had seemed so inconsequential 

Henry Abey 
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to me, had had so much value for them.  
 One Sunday, while we were in Amkhut, 
Roby acted out for the children the story of David 
and Goliath, a simple shepherd boy, graced by 
God, who struck a giant dead with a single 
stone…a story one could equate to Amkhut where 
a people have been transformed by God’s grace 
and freed from the oppressive tyranny of caste 
and superstition. 
 Later that same afternoon, the youth group 
also studied David. But it was an older, less 
innocent David and included the filial tragedies of 
the rape of David’s daughter Tamar by her half-
brother, David’s eldest son, Amnon. A tragedy, 
identified more candidly in India, where extended 
families live in close quarters. Difficult Biblical 
stories that we shy away from, they do not. What 
is marvelous is that God still uses David, to fulfill 
his greatest purposes. We can hopefully conclude 
then, that He will also use our efforts, however 
flawed, to do the same. 
 We have 
been invited into a 
partnership, a 
friendship and a 
reverent 
relationship with 
Amkhut church. A 
privilege for all of 
us. Not only for 
each of our sakes, 
but for what God 
might marvelously 
and unexpectedly 
unravel through 
us. 
So, was it life 
changing? Yes. 
Because there are 
moments of grace 
and places where 
one experiences God’s heartbeat in this world... 
and for me, Amkhut is such a place. 

We left a banner in Amkhut   church, a gift 
from St. Andrew’s.  I hope they hung it up at 
Easter and thought of us also sharing the same 
Easter joy. It quoted Psalm 47:   “Clap your hands 
all you nations, shout to God with cries of joy.” It 
would be marvelous to see our hands clapping 
together: rapid repetitive prayers of gratitude, and 
to hear us shouting out to God in joy together, 
commending our partnership into His Hands.    

Reflection #3 – Aisling B. 
 
 I have heard it said that one cannot step 
into the same river twice. One reason for this 
being that the river is always moving, and 
another, that the person stepping into the river 
has also changed. 

 This was my second time traveling to India 
to meet with Bhil Christians. My first visit was 
during the summer of 2008 as part of a group of 
young people. It was a time of great joy, learning, 
and growing in my faith journey.  
 Last fall when I was offered the 
opportunity of leading a group of Presbyterians to 
India, I jumped at the chance to return to the 
people and place that had grabbed a hold of me. 
In my heart, I reminisced about the fun times of 
my previous trip, but my head pulled me back 
down and reminded me that this time would be 
much more difficult...although the river might look 
the same, I was definitely stepping into a new 
challenge. 
 A few churches originally expressed 
interest in participating in the trip, but it felt right 
when it ended up just as a group from St. 
Andrew’s.  God was sending one group, with one 
purpose, one mission: to form a partnership with 
First Church Amkhut. This is a fresh undertaking 
for St. Andrew’s, but it is also a new development 
within the Presbyterian Church in Canada – we 
are the first to directly partner with another Church 
in India. 
            My family can attest to the fact that I am 
an anxious person, and one of the worst worriers 
around, so the best I could do as leader of our 
group was prepare, prepare, prepare. The tough 
part was leaving the rest up to God. Most of my 
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Friends in Amkhut 

first nights in India were restless, partly due to 
worrying; I was amazed that once we arrived in 
Amkhut I was able to sleep peacefully. In fact, as 
we first drove into the dusty hills of the Vindhya-
Satpura mountain ranges I could feel the worries 
lift from my shoulders – I was giddy with 
thanksgiving to God for this feeling, and for the 
care and concern of Christians in Amkhut. 
 On our trip we visited many different 
congregations and one of my duties as “leader” 
was to introduce the group at each church. The 
congregation would sit still and silent as I spoke. I 
was never quite sure if I was being understood, 
except for when we shared Sunday worship with 
Amkhut: as per usual I stood up to speak 
beginning with, “Good morning, brothers and 
sisters,” and then was blown away with a 
resounding response from hundreds in the 
congregation. This wonderful unexpected 
welcome left me stunned – the Christians of 
Amkhut certainly know how to make a foreigner 
feel welcome, be it with a few words of English or 
mounds of garlands. 
 One of the most special parts of the trip 

was reuniting 
with the four 
young people 
who visited 
Ottawa last 
summer, as 
well as with 
friends I had 
made two 
years ago. 
When we 
parted the last 

time, they had simply asked me not to forget 
them. This was not a difficult request to fulfill, as 
they inspire me with their strong faith and 
devotion. Deepika, one of the young women who 
visited Canada, took time off work to be with our 
group while we were in Amkhut. Rev. Emmanuel 
explained to me that in the past year she has 
become much more involved in Church life: she 
gives presentations to other churches, and is 
even teaching the Sunday School, which is a 
hundred children strong. Inwardly I thought, “What 
could possibly have been so inspiring about 
Christians in Canada?” But then, my own faith 
journey has been similarly affected by visiting her 
community. It is good for them, and for us, to be 
reminded that we are not alone in our witness. 

 
 
I believe God called me to India two years 

ago so I would be prepared to lead this                                 
group from St. Andrew’s. I feel blessed to have 
shared this mission experience with other 
members of my church family: we have helped 
grow the partnership with Amkhut and we have 
also grown in relationship with each other. 
 Pauline Brown’s first words to me when 
we arrived were, “You must feel like you’ve 
returned home.” She was right. The Christians of 
Amkhut have a warmth and love that is genuine, 
they enveloped us in Christian community, and all 
was right with the world, for at least a few days.  
 It’s true that I didn’t step into the same 
river again when I returned to India. But I don’t 
think of it as a river anymore; the Bhil Christians 
of Amkhut welcomed me home as a sister in 
Christ and I look forward to their ongoing 
relationship with St. Andrew’s.   
- Aisling B. 
 
Reflection #4 – Mary S. 
 
James 5: 13 -16 
“Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is 
anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise. Is 
any one of you sick? He should call the elders of 
the church to pray over him and anoint him with 
oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered 
in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will 
raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. 
Therefore confess your sins to each other and 
pray for each other so that you may be healed. 
The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and 
effective.” 
 I know that many of you supported us with 
prayers as we visited India, and I can state with 
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conviction that your prayers were heard and 
answered. We had a safe, healthy and productive 
mission journey. Thank you. 
 Often while we were in Amkhut we were 
told of situations where action was needed. 

The orphanage has been closed for 
several years and the need for it is great. We 
were informed with confidence, “We are praying 
for it and it will be reopened.” 

The need for nutritious food for the school 
children was apparent. Many of them were very 
thin. Here again we were told, “The matter is in 
our prayers, God will provide it.” 

Construction on a much-needed girls 
hostel (a residence for out-of-town students) has 
halted – again, “We are praying for it. It will be 
finished.” 
 The people of Amkhut are praying for all of 
us and I am confident that their prayers are 
bearing fruit. My hope is that, by their example 
and their intercessions, all our prayer lives will be 
enriched and deepened. 

  
In January 2004 Hindu extremists attacked 

the Amkhut Christian community and a 
neighbouring village. Many members of these and 
adjacent Christian communities were unjustly 

arrested and imprisoned, some for up to 2 ½ 
years. While in jail they prayed and sang hymns, 
like Paul and Silas in the Acts of the Apostles. 
 There is a wonderful booklet entitled 
Witness in which many of those involved describe 
the incident and its aftermath. There are copies of 
the booklet in our library. I urge you to read it. 
 I will read a paragraph from the witness 
statement of Ramesh, a teacher in the 
government school in Amkhut. He and the others 
were arrested and imprisoned under appalling 
conditions. These are his words: 
“Despite these difficulties I did not lose my faith in 
Jesus and in prayer our whole group shared. We 
prayed that sick people would be healed and they 
were. All prisoners, the jailer and sentries were 
astounded. From being in jail my [spiritual] life has 
been strengthened and I have become a stronger 
faithful person because, as the Bible says, 
difficulties have strengthened us. Therefore, for 
your prayers, for the prayers of the church while 
we were in jail, I remain [thankful] and [through] 
the prayers of the faithful people we have been 
released from jail. The Lord is powerful who has 
caused our release from jail. This is my witness 
from my experience in jail.” 
 The experience of this mission trip has 
changed me. I am different; I have new things in 
my head and in my heart. 
 My prayer practice is being changed. I am 
offering promises of prayer to people sincerely 
and I am trying to honour these commitments in a 
disciplined way. 
 Engaging with these wonderful and spirit-
filled people will enrich us in unimagined ways. 
God bless us as we embark on this exciting and 
promise filled journey. - Mary S. 
 
****************************** 
 
 
Reflection #5 – Crawford S. 
Isaiah 6: 8   
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom 
shall I send? And who will go for us?" And I said, 
"Here am I. Send me!" 
 When the opportunity to go on the mission 
trip to Amkhut first arose, my immediate reaction 
was, “Here am I. Please send someone else.” I 
really didn’t want to go. It is a long trip and I knew 
that the conditions in India can sometimes be 
difficult. 
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As time went on, Mary and I began to think 
and talk more about the possibility of going and 
the opportunities the trip presented, but I always 
came back to, “Please send someone else.” 
However, as decision time approached, I began to 
feel that somehow it was important to me that I 
go. We continued to discuss it, we talked to Mary 
Jane Armstrong, who has been to Amkhut, and 
we talked to Andrew. At the last minute we 
decided that we would go.  

 On the day before we left, the Rev. William 
Ball preached at St. Andrew’s. He preached about 
Jesus calling the disciples and about Jesus telling 
Simon to put out into deep water and let down his 
nets. Part of the Rev. Ball’s message was that 
you won’t catch much if you stand about in the 
comfortable shallow water; you must go out to the 
deep water. Don’t be afraid, God has given us the 
skills and the opportunity to do what He wants us 
to do. Sitting here that day, I truly felt that God 
had been calling me to go to India.  

 Some of you have visited the beautiful, 
holy island of Iona on the west coast of Scotland. 
It is described as a “thin place”, meaning that on 
Iona, the veil between heaven and earth is thin, 
heaven seems somehow nearer and God is very 
close.  

 
I found Amkhut to be a “thin place.” The 

warm welcome from our hosts, their enthusiastic 
and joyous worship, their strong and abiding faith 
in the face of persecution and hardship, their 
beautiful countryside, all contributed to a sense 
that this was a special place, a place where the 
veil is very thin. 
 On the morning of the Sunday that we left 
Amkhut to begin our journey home, we attended a 
worship service in the church pictured on page 2.  
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The five of us were seated at the front of 
the church, in bare feet, facing the congregation. 
The floor in front of us was filled with children. At 
the back left corner, the women were seated. At 
the back right corner, the men were seated. The 
entire right side of the church was open. The 
ceiling was decorated with thousands of multi-
coloured prayer flags. Outside, the bougainvillea 
was in bloom, the poinsettia trees still had flowers, 
and in the distance a rooster was crowing. Inside, 
the children were singing, the warm breeze was 
rippling the prayer flags on the ceiling and for a 
moment I thought I could almost feel a corner of 
the thin veil lifting. 
 I don’t know why God called me to go to 
India. I might never know. I will probably spend 
the rest of my life thinking and wondering about it 
and perhaps that is as good a reason as any for 
Him to call me. I know only one thing for sure, I 
am thankful that I heard His call. 
 
Crawford S. 
 

 
Pastoral Care  
 

The Pastoral care team is an 
important and active committee 
which is responsible for the 
care and concerns for many 
groups and individuals within 
our church family. Our 
membership is directly 
responsible for several 
ministries, one of which you 
would be most familiar with is 
the flower ministry. For 10 
months of the year, following 

the 11am service, the flowers from the 
communion table are distributed to a member of  
our church family who has been experiencing 
difficulty or in some  cases to one who may have 
had a  special occasion. We are currently inviting 
individuals from the congregation to join in helping 
our committee carry out this duty. It involves 
minimal time (usually on Sunday morning only) to 
ensure that we have a home for the flowers and a 
way to get them there. Often it can be arranged 
with a family member or a friend of the recipient, 
or through the district elder.  This is a very 
rewarding duty.  

We would very much like to expand our 
CD ministry.   Currently we have a very low 
number of CD’s requested on a weekly basis. If 
you know of someone who would benefit by 
receiving a recording of the Sunday morning 
worship service, please speak to Barbara Sawh or 
contact any member of the PC committee. We are 
currently exploring options that would make the 
CD available on the same Sunday as recorded so 
that they could be distributed following the 
morning worship.  

Currently we are in the final stages of 
preparing the St Andrew’s Photo Directory for 
printing. We hope to have it ready for circulation in 
the near future. 

We wish to express our thanks to all who 
helped in any way to make the Special 
Communion event, on Sat May 8th, a pleasant 
spiritual experience for all who attended. In total 
39 members communed together, followed by 
delicious food and warm fellowship in Grant Hall.  
Our PC committee will meet in the month of June, 
and then will reconvene in September for regular 
meetings. However, we are always there  to listen 
and respond, to the best of our ability, to the 
concerns of the congregation. “Anyone wishing to 
join us”? New members are most welcome. God 
Bless and may you enjoy each new day! 
Regards, 
 
Grant P. 

 
 
SINCE THE LAST ST. ANDREW’S IN ACTION 

Baptisms 
April 25 Gillian Sarah A. 

Deaths 
March 6  Martine F. 
April 5  Elizabeth J.* 
April 10 Jean J.* 
(* denotes communicant member ** denotes adherent) 

 
 

The Next St. Andrew’s in Action 
 
Submissions due:  Wed, September 15, 2010 
Publication date:  Sunday, October 3, 2010 
Submit items to: office@standrewsottawa.ca  
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News of the Kirk Session 
June 2010 
 
June seems to be the time when we start to look 
forward to quieter summer months and a more 
relaxed pace both within and outside the church.  
May is always a very hectic time in the life of our 
church family and by June we are really ready for 
the easier demands of our summer schedule.  It is 
no less true this year.  These past few months 
have been a very busy time for our congregation. 
 
This spring, we had a glorious Easter Sunday.  It 
began with our customary breakfast provided by 
Gail B. and the many people who helped her.  
Breakfast was followed by an excellent service of 
worship where we celebrated the resurrection of 
our Lord, Jesus Christ.  As we did throughout the 
entire lenten season, we enjoyed the gift of the 
wonderful music provided under the direction of 
our Director of Music, Thomas Annand.  It is 
during these celebrations and some of the very 
busy times in the life of our congregation that we 
are reminded of just how blessed we are to have 
the Rev. Dr. Andrew Johnston as our minister.  
His leadership and love for our church family 
continues to be some of our greatest assets. 
 
Since March, the Kirk Session has experienced 
several major transitions - both happy and sad. 
 
Our most recently installed elders have now 
become fully part of the Kirk Session and we very 
much value the new energy, ideas and leadership 
they have brought.   
 
It was with much sadness that we said good bye 
to Jean J.  Jean had been a faithful and very 
respected member of the Kirk Session since 
1999.  She passed away after a brief illness on 
April 10, 2010.  She served in a wide range of 
areas, including Mission and Outreach, 
Personnel, and was the first convener of the Good 
Neighbor Fund.  Above all, we valued her 
commitment to those in her pastoral district.  She 
visited them regularly, caring for their spiritual 
needs with scripture readings and prayer. She 
insured that the families had a ride to church, 
often driving them herself.  All of us who knew her 
will miss not only her tremendous service, but her 
great care and wisdom. 

 
One bittersweet transition was the completion of 
Diane S.’s four and a half years of service as 
Administrative Clerk of Session.  For many years 
Diane has worked tirelessly to make sure that the 
Kirk Session has all of the information that is 
needed, that we dealt with the issues that were 
important to our congregation and the national 
church, and that we as elders provided the kind of 
responsible effective leadership that this 
congregation deserves.  It was under her 
leadership that we established our vision for 
growth and recognized our need for an additional 
minister. 
 
While we will very much miss her dedicated 
service as clerk, we are delighted that she will 
continue as a member of Session.  We will still get 
to enjoy the wonderful leadership and warm 
helpful support that she has always provided, and   
we celebrate that she will have more time to 
participate in some of the individual ministries of 
the church. We thank her for the huge 
commitment she has made to growing this church 
and all of its ministries. 
 
On April 24, the members of the Kirk Session 
enjoyed sharing our spring retreat with members 
of the Temporal Committee and the Stewardship 
Committee.  We had an excellent program on 
planned giving led by Dr. Herb Gale, Associate 
Secretary for Planned Giving of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada.  He provided some wonderful 
incite and we were delighted to hear his research 
about planned giving.  We think this alternative 
stream of giving holds great possibilities as a way 
for members of our congregation to increase their 
support of our church while improving their tax 
position. 
 
The Kirk Session continues to follow the progress 
of the Associate Minister Search Committee.  
Over nearly a year, they have reviewed profiles 
and interviewed several candidates.  During that 
time it became clear that the pool of candidates 
interested in being an associate minister with 
these responsibilities is fairly small.  Many people, 
especially those with some experience as a 
minister, are more interested in leading their own 
congregation.  As a result, the Search Committee 
recommended to Session that the Committee 
extend its consideration of candidates to include 
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lay persons as well as ordained ministers, and the 
Session agreed. 
 
The elders also felt strongly that it was 
appropriate to report to the congregation and ask 
for their support.  In order to do that, a 
Congregational Meeting was called for 10:30 on 
May 30.  At that meeting, we received an update 
from the Search Committee including the 
recommendation to Session that the search be 
extended to consider the possibility of calling a lay 
leader who would be the Director of Christian 
Development.  After several questions the motion 
was put forward that the Congregation support 
the Kirk Session recommendation that the 
Search Committee extend its consideration of 
candidates to include lay persons as well as 
ordained ministers to fulfill our leadership 
needs in Christian Development.  That motion 
passed overwhelmingly. 
 
Our primary concern is that we bring the 
leadership that is needed to keep our thriving 
congregation growing.  As a least one person said 
to us, when we discussed the size of our church 
school, that our church school is larger than many 
entire congregations.  For that to continue, we 
need additional leadership.  We certainly pray that 
we will find an ordained minister, but it may be 
that God has something else in mind for us and 
we need to be open to that possibility. We must 
also keep in mind that having the kind of thriving 
church that has too many programs for one 
minister, is a wonderful problem to have.  We 
know that this congregation will be ready for 
whoever God has planned for us. 
                      
May the peace of Christ be with you. 
Judy D., 
Administrative Clerk of Session 
 

Humour 
 
There was a very gracious lady who was mailing 
an old family Bible to her brother in another part of 
the country. 
 “Is there anything breakable in here?” asked the 
postal clerk. 
“Only the Ten Commandments,” answered the 
lady.     Submitted by Bill Ellis 
 

Big Thanks to the whole 
congregation! 
 

 
 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada has a 
program that encourages young adults (18-30 
years old) to experience life and work with 
Presbyterians in other parts of the world. Each 
year there are four or five possibilities offered - 
from Mistawasis First Nations community in 
Saskatchewan to Malawi in Central Africa. 

Dieudonné and I were interested in the 'I 
Love Taiwan' Mission Trip 2010’ and we are 
excited that we have been accepted. We read that 
it is all about experiencing God's grace and love, 
learning about how others live and practice their 
Christian faith, and helping a local church offer a 
summer children's camp. Taiwan itself sounds 
fascinating and in addition the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada has a long history with the 
Presbyterian Church of Taiwan. It sounds great, 
and we are excited that we have been accepted 
as participants along with two others from other 
congregations! 

We really, really appreciate the support of 
so many at St. Andrew's! Thanks to all who 
brought in books and baking, who made a 
purchase on the Sunday morning on the sales 
and all who made contributions through the 
special envelopes! Thanks to your generosity, 
Dieudonné and I will each receive $900 towards 
our airplane tickets (and over $1000 will help 
children to go to Gracefield Camp this summer 
with camperships). 

We look forward our June 28- July 22 
experience and telling you all about it, 
 
Gabrielle J. and Dieudonné A. 
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A Handbell and Chimes Concert 
 

On May 2nd, 2010, St Andrew’s Handbell 
Choir joyously represented St Andrew’s Church at 
“Bells in Spring”, a handbell and chimes concert 
at Rideau Park United Church.  There were 
handbell choirs from four visiting churches, 
Emmanuel United, Rothwell United, Trinity 
Presbyterian and St Andrew’s Presbyterian.  
These visiting handbell choirs joined the five 
handbell and chimes choirs from the host church, 
Rideau Park United. It was a glorious evening of 
bells and chimes. 

The program of music lasted almost two 
hours and the almost 200 people who attended 
applauded loudly throughout the evening. 

It was a great pleasure to watch and listen 
to the two youth handbell and chime choirs from 
Rideau Park United.  The youngest group, the 
“Note-Able Sound”, age 7-11, played the popular 
pieces “Dry Bones” and “When the Saints Come 
Marching In”.  This was followed by the “Grace 
Notes” who are teenagers and they played “Just a 
Closer Walk with Thee” and a piece called “Four” 
which was composed by Patrick Armstrong, a 14 
year old member of the group. 

Each visiting church did their own solo 
piece and, in this series, St Andrew’s Ringers 
played “Peacherine Rag”, a Scott Joplin ragtime 
piece from the 1930’s. 

The highlight of the evening was when all 
of the choirs joined together and performed two 
pieces.  “The Church’s One Foundation” with the 
organ accompanying, and “Song of Triumph” with 
a solo harp accompanying. To hear the music 
from about 80 bell ringers was outstanding, but 
the first piece especially was very moving. 

St Andrew’s Ringers have been together 
for three years now and they have become a 
talented and closely bonded group under their 
Director, Lynn Boothroyd. 

Have you ever wondered what it would be 
like to play a handbell and to be part of this 
group?  The St Andrew’s Ringers would be happy 
to welcome you into the group and help you learn 
the basics of handbell ringing.  You would be able 
to make those sounds that we love to hear.  This 
fall, we are holding two 1-hour sessions for those 
curious about handbells – Monday October 4 from 
1:30 – 2:30 pm & for those who can’t come during 
the day, Tuesday October 5 from 6:30 – 7:30 pm.  
Contact Lynn Boothroyd. 

 
 
St. David’s Day (01 March 2010) 
 
To the Session’s Moderator of St. Andrew’s: 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
Thank you for providing the venue for the 
occasion marking our retirement from service at 
Gracefield Camp.  

We felt deeply honoured and are humbly 
thankful to God for the good wishes and 
generosity of spirit expressed by all who came. 
We were delighted that a goodly number of 
people attending were from St. Andrew’s and 
sorry we didn’t get to speak to each one.  

Over the years, many people of St. 
Andrew’s have become friends and colleagues. 
We looked forward each September to welcoming 
the St. Andrew’s retreat to Gracefield Camp. (I 
loved the hymn-singing.) 
 Thanks also for the bouquet of flowers 
with which you honoured us. 
 May God bless and strengthen your 
ministry and the people of St. Andrew’s continue 
to witness in faith, hope and love in the heart of 
our nation’s capital. 

 Grace and Peace,  
Dorothy and Alan Herbert 

 
 

 
 

SUMMER OPEN DOOR 
 
Through July and August we will open the doors 
of our historic church each Monday through 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (with the exception of 
July 5-14, and July 26-August 7th, when music 
festivals will fill the church).   

Two people are needed for each 4-hour 
shift.  After services on Sunday mornings in July & 
August, we will invite visitors to gather by the 
Lectern for a brief tour of the church from approx. 
11:15 to 11:30.   

One volunteer is needed each Sunday.   If 
you can help in this summer outreach ministry, 
please sign up on the Open Door chart in the 
photocopy room, or contact Sheila U. 
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Yvette's Visit to Haiti 
 
It is with a grateful heart that I write these 

words to thank our Minister Dr. Andrew Johnston 
and the congregation of St Andrew’s Church for 
their support in hosting the Grace and Goodwill 
Concert for Haïti on May 1st.  We raised over  
$6,500.00 from the proceeds of the concert and 
donations, which will be used to help the families 
in Macary whose homes were either severely 
damaged or destroyed by the January 12th 
earthquake.   

During my visit to Haïti, I plan to visit these 
families, discuss their needs, and evaluate how 
best to respond. I have already had an 
opportunity to visit one of the camps close to my 
brother, Marco's, residence. It was an answer to a 
prayer, as I arrived at this camp during an evening 
walk.  I was hesitant to enter without being invited. 
However, a man approached me, and as I told 
him my intention, he put me at ease and in 
communication with the person responsible for 
the camp.   

It sheltered 50 families.  I was welcomed 
and told how encouraged they were to have 
someone visit them and enquire about how they 
were coping. The tents there were small and very 
close to each other, with practically no aeration. 
The tent I visited had two mattresses on the 
ground covered by a sheet of plastic, with 
little else. As one of the women living there said, 
she had lost everything. The facilities at the camp 
included portable showers and lanterns. Most of 
the residents were fed in an area where food is 
prepared. Some of the elderly found it difficult 
to queue for this source of food.  Outside the 
camp are food venders for those who could afford 
it.  

As I said my farewell, with a promise to 
return, I sensed that my visit was a source of 
encouragement and hope to these needy brothers 
and sisters. I felt that even with my empty hands, 
somehow, my visit brought a glimmer of hope to 
brighten their dismal world. For this opportunity, I 
am very thankful.  

Yvette D. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MARCO DEPESTRE FOUNDATION 

P.O. Box 15814 
Pétion-Ville, Haïti 

Phone (519-3730-9883) 
E-mail: fondationmarcodepestre@yahoo.com 

 
May 4th, 2010 
 
Rev. Andrew JOHNSTON 
St Andrews Presbyterian Church - Ottawa 
 
Dear Rev Johnston, 

On behalf of the MARCO DEPESTRE 
FOUNDATION (MDF), I am happy to express our 
thanks and appreciation for the wonderful support 
given by you and the members of the St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church to the MDF in 
recent times. Not only you have allowed us to 
gracefully use the beautiful sanctuary to hold the 
Concert and use your facilities to meet Mr. Bill 
Teron, but you have also contributed by your 
prayers and in a tangible manner. 

The MDF is very grateful for your 
expression of love and solidarity to the Haitian 
people and wants to convey its best wishes to you 
and yours as you continue to serve the Lord and 
His people in so many ways. 

Please extend our appreciation to the Kirk 
Session, the Mission & Outreach Committee and 
to the Congregation in general. 
 
In Christ`s love, 
Marco DEPESTRE 



St. Andrew’s In Action                                          - 14 -                                            June 6, 2010 
 

 

St. Andreans In Action 
 
Celebrating St. Andreans 
 
This May marks the 55th year since my mother, 
Molly A., joined as a member of St. Andrew's 
Church.  At the time, her last name was Burnett.  
It only became Armstrong in November 1955 
when she and my father were married at St. 
Andrew's. 

 
Diana B.was named 2009 Volunteer of the Year 
at the annual meeting of Daybreak Ecumenical 
Housing. Diana is a member of the 
Communications Committee, was part of the team 
that designed a new logo and is working on a new 
website, and assists both in the Office and with 
resident applications and interviews.  She and her 
family also hosted a great outdoor party last year, 
which was a wonderful event for Daybreak, 
raising both funds and awareness.  
 

 
An Alouette Satellite Pioneer 

In the early 1960’s, Canada built its first 
satellite at the Defence Research 
Telecommunications Establishment at Shirleys 
Bay, Ottawa.  Under a Canada/USA agreement, 
Canada built a satellite to measure the daily 
variations of the density of the layers of ionized 
gas located about 300km above the surface of the 
Earth.  The satellite was named Alouette I and the 
USA launched it on September 29, 1962 from the 
Vandenberg rocket range in California.  This 
satellite was very successful and it took the 
required scientific measurements for a period of 
10 years. 

Canada was the third country, after the 
USSR and the USA, to have a scientific satellite in 
space. 

On May 12, 2010, Parks Canada had John 
Baird, Minister of Transport, unveil a memorial to 
this success, on the grounds of the laboratory, 
now called the Communications Research Centre.  
Also, the staff who worked on the construction, 
launch, operation and analysis of the data from 
the Alouette I satellite were officially listed as 
Alouette Pioneers. 

Ed D. of our congregation was named an 
Alouette Pioneer for his work on this project. 
Specifically, he managed a group of eight people 

who had been especially trained to analyze the 
large quantity of data which came from the 
satellite.  This group of analysts took numerical 
measurements of each piece of data from the 
satellite and these numerical measurements were 
published in booklets and made available to 
research scientists around the world. 

On May 12, Ed was one of about 30 of the 
original staff who worked on the Alouette project 
in the 1960’s and who were now recognized as 
Alouette Pioneers. 

Congratulations Ed! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over 100 people from Ottawa's three downtown 
Presbyterian Churches gathered at St. Giles 
Church in the Glebe on the evening of Saturday, 
May 16th for a Musical Talent Show to raise 
money to send aboriginal children to summer 
camp at Gracefield.  We had a wonderful evening 
of song, piano music and organ music, all 
introduced by Bob F., the versatile master of 
ceremonies. Over $1,800 was raised through 
free-will offerings. The show was organized by St. 
Giles as part of a series of events St. Andrew's, 
Knox and St. Giles churches are undertaking to 
help build bridges between Aboriginals and non-
Aboriginals through "Walking Together", a 
initiative of the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
 Participants from St. Andrew's, shown from left to 
right in the photo above, were Julia R., Elizabeth 
G., Jill C., Terry C., Duncan Y. and Thomas 
Annand. 
 
 

Photo:  Music night participants 
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Bunkbeds for Gracefield 

As part of CE's response to the Vision statement, 
CE undertook to identify the need for bunkbeds at 
Gracefield and then implemented the project.  
Several of the members of the CE Committee 
and  and St. Andrew's participated in the 
construction and installation. 

Sixty bunk beds will be installed in cabins at 
Gracefield Camp on May 29th and will be ready to 
use for this summer’s camping season.  Many 
thanks to all our volunteers: 
• Sue & Ron K.  Jeanie H. 
• Dan C.  Jeanette L. 
• Sandra F.  Rob S. 
• Ray, Mary Ellen, Bram B. 
• Ian M.  Farid A. 
• Patricia M.  Adel J. 
• Sarah L. & James 
• Margaret Meredith & Bruno L. 
• Gail & Bob B. 
• Jidé A.  Colin F. 
• Emmanuelle J.  Gabrielle J. 
• Midge G.  Steve 
• Sidney S.(from the Perth Presbyterian Church)  
• those whose names may have been missed! 
• and especially Michael N. for orchestrating the 

work days at Algonquin College. 
 

What a great day on Saturday.  Ron and 
I were both tired and a little stiff on Sunday, I must 
say.  We were so happy to be able to participate 
and actually couldn't believe that our group 
managed to put together 24 beds and totally 
complete 21.  We enjoyed the entire day, dust 
and all. 
  What a fantastic crew we had led by our 
amazing and extremely patient teacher, Mike.  
The great ensemble cast: assemblers, gluers and 
clampers, Ray and Ron; the handy driller and 
work cutting helper, Ian; router and sander Bram, 
second sander and dust remover, Sharon; and 
putting the final touch of varathaning the beds top 
and bottom and finally stacking, Jeanie & Sue.  
Then we were all amazing on the fast clean-up at 
end the day.   

Thanks to Mike's colleague, Sid, for his 
amazing help getting so much of the wood cut 
and ready, not to mention his great teaching skills. 

 
Thanks, Sue 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos: Bunkbed construction 
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Bruce House Cleanup 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some of the members of St. Andrew’s who turned 
up to help in the gardens of Bruce House. From 
left to right, a group that represents homelands of 
Australia, Canada, Burundi and Trinidad! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Communion on May 8th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Photos:  Bruce House Cleanup 

Photo:  Bruce House Cleanup 

Photos:  Special Communion 



St. Andrew’s In Action                                          - 17 -                                            June 6, 2010 
 

 

Seder Supper, March 31st. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rummage Sale, April 10th 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Flowers made by the Church School joined 
forsythia from the gardens on the Holy Table in 
May. 
 

 
 

Photos:  Seder Supper 

Photos:  Rummage Sale 

Photo:  Church School 
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Words to Remember 
 

As we conclude this year’s series that began in 
October, we invite you to read the following 
words… and remember them! 
 
June 
Psalm 23 “The Lord is my shepherd” 
 
Level 1:  The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not 
want 
 
Level 2:  The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not 
want; he makes me lie down in green pastures. 
 
Level 3:  
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want; he 
makes me lie down in green pastures.  He leads 
me beside still waters; he restores my soul.  He 
leads me in right paths for his name's sake. 
 
Level 4:  
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want; he 
makes me lie down in green pastures.  He leads 
me beside still waters; he restores my soul.  He 
leads me in right paths for his name's sake.  Even 
though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no 
evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff - 
they comfort me.  You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my 
head with oil, my cup overflows.  Surely goodness 
and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my 
whole life long. 
 
Ray and Mary Ellen B. 
Co-Conveners, Christian Education Committee 

THANK YOU …. to all those who contributed 
articles, photographs, stories, prayers, jokes, 
statistics, ‘Thank You’ notes, announcements, 
celebratory items, poems, letters, notices, puzzles, 
etc, for the publication of the St. Andrew’s in 
Action  newsletter. And, I also thank those who 
reviewed the draft newsletter before it went to 
print. Thank you to those who read the newsletter - 
I hope that you enjoyed it. It has been a great 
pleasure to act as Editor for the past ten years, and 
I appreciate the wonderful opportunity that you 
gave me to contribute to the St. Andrew’s Church 
community. 
Sincerely, 
Althea W. 

Moderator – Elect Herb Gale 
leads Stewardship Workshop 
 

Some 30 St. Andreans including Minister 
Andrew Johnston attended a workshop on April 
23, in Grant Hall led by Dr. Herb Gale, Associate 
Secretary for Planned Givings, Presbyterian 
Church of Canada. His presentation entitled “New 
Roads to Stewardship” was a thoughtful look at 
this increasingly important dimension to 
supporting the work of the Church. 

Dr. Gale presents the concept that we all 
have “two pockets”. The first pocket is our current 
income from salaries, pensions, interest, 
dividends and other source of monthly or quarterly 
income. From this pocket, most members donate 
to the Church through our weekly offerings.  
But most people also all have a second pocket 
which contains assets such as bank accounts, 
home equity, insurance policies, retirement 
savings plans, stocks and bonds. Planned givings 
is an approach to supporting the work of the 
Church by deploying these financial assets at a 
date in the future when we no longer need them. 
Bequests are the most common way to support 
the work of the church when we go to the 
Resurrection and join the Church Eternal. But 
there are additional ways to use planned givings 
during our lives which Dr. Gale outlined. Some 
have taxation advantages which should be 
explored by members approaching or already 
enjoying retirement.  

 
Stewardship Workshop on April 24th,  

“New Roads to Stewardship”. 
Dr. Gale reviewed numerous scriptural 

references to how we should marshal our worldly 
possessions. He pointed out that many actually 
refer to our assets (the second pocket) rather than 
our income (the first pocket), even though we tend 
to associate stewardship with sharing our current 
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income with the Church. 
The workshop included examples of how 

several congregations across Canada have 
embraced planned givings to reinvigorate their 
stewardship. Some were in similar circumstances 
to St. Andrew’s Ottawa where they are blessed 
with endowments from past bequests as well as 
challenged by operating deficits. 

The Kirk Session and the Stewardship 
Committee are developing plans to adopt some of 
Dr. Gale’s ideas to our Congregation. More on 
this in the months ahead. 

In the meanwhile, the May issue of the 
Presbyterian Record features an article by Dr. 
Gale on stewardship which is recommended 
reading for all. 
 
John B., for the Stewardship Committee 
 
 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION … 
 
 
Celebrate God’s Creation 

Take time this summer, honour Creator God.  
New caring for creation resources are available 
on the church’s website 
http://www.presbyterian.ca/resources/online/5182. 

Here are some ideas:   
Remember in prayer our responsibility to care for 
creation. 
• Host a 100 mile meal.  Online resource: 

http://www.re-
energize.org/En/pdfs/100MileChurchPicnic.pdf 

• Lead a bible study.  The PCC Lenten resource 
“Joining the Dance: Lenten Reflections about 
Sabbath and the Stewardship of Creation” is 
available online: 
http://www.presbyterian.ca/webfm_send/204.  
The children and youth resource “Partners: 
Living in God’s Creation” is online at 
www.presbyterian.ca/resources/online/3215 

• Take a carbon Sabbath.  Challenge yourself to 
identify one way to reduce your carbon 
footprint once a week.  Leave your car at 
home for a day, and walk, take the bus or 
arrange to car pool.   

• Host a star party.  Explore God’s creation in 
the night sky. 

 
 
Presbyterian World Service and 
Development Update 

 
HAITI UPDATE: TENT SCHOOLS NOW OPEN 
 
Earthquake-affected people in Haiti continue to 
receive support from PWS&D through the Action 
by Churches Together (ACT) Alliance. In recent 
weeks, 22 large tent schools allowed 4,000 
students to resume classes in Leogane, a region 
in which 95% of the schools were destroyed or 
badly damaged. Teachers are receiving training to 
address questions and fears children may have 
about what they experienced during the 
earthquake and its aftermath. 
 
To date, Presbyterians in Canada have given 
nearly $1.5 million to support Haiti relief through 
PWS&D. Long-term efforts are focusing on 
livelihood restoration, trauma counselling and the 
rebuilding of homes. Your prayerful and financial 
support is being well used in Haiti.  

 

G8 Action Call from the Canadian Council of 
Churches and KAIROS  

The Canadian Council of Churches is hosting the 
Interfaith Summit of World Religious Leaders in 
Winnipeg: visit the website at 
www.faithchallengeG8.com 
 
The Canadian Interfaith planning committee is 
asking Canadians to “urge our government to put 
the needs of the majority of the world’s poorest 
and most vulnerable first.” 
 
Sign the petition on the website if: 
* you want G8 governments to close the gap 
between rich and poor 
* you want G8 governments to prioritize 
environmental sustainability 
* you want G8 governments to end militarism and 
cycles of violent conflict 
* you want G8 governments to put the Millennium 
Development Goals back on track 
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Turning Hearts to God: 
Presbyterians Sharing …   

 

The Reverend Ho Pit-on analysing the use of 
Chinese characters for the Hakka Bible. 

Your gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support the 
Reverend Dr. Paul McLean as he works with the 
Presbyterian Church in Taiwan and the Bible 
Society in Taiwan on translating the bible into 
Hakka. Paul works with a Hakka translation team 
to ensure that the Hakka text being prepared will 
accurately reflect the meaning of the original 
Hebrew Bible. Below he gives a glimpse into the 
complexities of translation work. 

"How should we translate Malachi 4:6?" I asked 
three members of the Hakka Bible translation 
team. We were meeting as usual in the 3rd floor 
Sunday school room in Chung-li Presbyterian 
Church.  

"Strictly speaking, the Hebrew says: 'And he 
[Elijah] will turn the heart of fathers to the sons 
and the heart of sons to the fathers…' But what is 
the equivalent meaning in today's Hakka?" 

We compared different versions of the Bible in 
Mandarin, Taiwanese, Japanese and English to 
see how inclusive they were. Interesting—most 
included 'daughters'. Mandarin versions published 
in 1919 and 1995 say 'sons and daughters', while 
English Bibles as far back as the King James 
Version of 1611 all say 'children'. 

"But why are mothers left out?" exclaimed Rev. 
Yap Mi-fi. A mother of three and grandmother of 
two, she recently retired from over 30 years of 
ministry in Hakka churches.  

"An excellent observation," I replied. We 
discussed this point for about 15 minutes, as we 
sipped piping-hot Oolong (Black Dragon) tea. 

Does the Hebrew word mean 'fathers' to the 
exclusion of 'mothers'? Or is 'fathers' being used 
in a generic way? Probably the latter. 

We checked elsewhere in Malachi, and 
discovered that Mal 2:10 also uses 'fathers' 
generically, there in the sense of 'ancestors'. In 
recent years, the Jewish Tanakh (1985), the 
NRSV (1989), Today's NIV (2005) and others, 
have all translated the Hebrew word 'fathers'in 
Mal 4:6 as 'parents'. Odd when you think of it—
earlier Bible translations were not consistent. 
They kept the male term 'fathers', yet translated 
'sons' more generally as 'children'. The Hakka 
team and I agreed that we would translate both 
Hebrew terms inclusively: 'fathers and mothers' 
and 'sons and daughters'. 

"Then what does it mean 'to turn the hearts' of 
parents to their children, and vice versa?" I asked 
the group. "The verse seems to say that Elijah will 
bring about some kind of 'reconciliation' in broken 
families, yes?" 

The team discussed this point for a while too. 
Again we compared different Bible versions. We 
asked ourselves, would the average Hakka 
person—young or old, Christian or not—
understand the Hebrew figure of speech 'to turn 
the hearts'? Or should we use an equivalent 
Hakka expression for 'reconciliation'? The team 
was unanimous that Hakka people can 
understand the Hebrew idiom very well. So in this 
instance our Hakka translation actually uses the 
same idiom as in Hebrew. 

When our translation work is finished, the Bible 
Society in Taiwan will help us typeset and publish 
Taiwan's first-ever Hakka Old and New Testament 
Bible. 

Hakka churches are hoping that the complete 
Bible will help them share the Good News with 
Taiwan's four million Hakka people, 99.7% of 
whom are not yet Christians. Let us pray that God 
will use this Bible to turn the hearts of Hakka 
parents and children to God. 

Presbyterians Sharing is the national fund 
supporting the mission and ministry of The 
Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
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CHURCH SCHOOL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Andrew’s Church School 
 

Church school is continuing to grow at St. 
Andrew’s!  There is a lot of activity in our six 
classes, plus the nursery.  We continue to use the 
curriculum Seasons of the Spirit, which bases the 
lessons on the liturgical calendar.  The age 4-6 
year old children have a special program just for 
them called Young Children and Worship.  This 
experiential program is based on the Montessori 
philosophy and developed by the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada.   

This year, we worked on memorizing 
scripture with the Words to Remember during the 
opening assembly and began each week by 
lighting a candle.  Some of the classes worked 
through the action words in Isaiah while others 
learned about Lent while talking about animals. 

  You’re welcome to look at the bulletin 
boards and visit the classrooms to see more 
about what we’ve been learning! 

The One Room School House (with one 
combined class for all the children) begins June 
27th, and the individual classes will resume with 
Rally Sunday in September. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KIDS  CORNER 
 
From The Archives 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know? 
Right now we have 110 
children registered in 
our Church School, and 
average 32 children 
attending each week! 
 

All are Welcome! 
 
Join us for the Church School 
Picnic on June 20th (following 
the 11am service.) 
Fun, food and games on the 
Supreme Court Lawn 

Photo:  Kids in the Church School 

Photo:  Church School 
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5th ANNIVERSARY OF ST. 
ANDREW'S CHURCH BELL 
 

St. Andrew's 
marked the 60th 
Anniversary of V-E 
Day on May 8, 2005, 
by dedicating the first-
ever bell in its land-
mark spire.  On that 
occasion, the Rev. Dr. 
Andrew Johnston said:  
"Generations have 
gathered faithfully, 
Sunday after Sunday 
since September 1828 
for worship at St. 

Andrew's on the corner of Wellington and Kent, 
but there have always been some who felt the call 
to worship would be all the stronger with the peal 
of a bell.  The L. family is certainly among that 
number." 

Norman and Sheila L. and their family 
came to Ottawa from Scotland in 1958, and chose 
in 2005 to give the bell in thanksgiving for all the 
years in which St. Andrew's Church looked after 
their spiritual needs.  As well, Sheila had been 
reminding Norman for more than 50 years about 
his failure to arrange for bells to 
be rung on their wedding day.   

"Many of us remember" commented 
Norman, "how during World War II the church 
bells in Britain had been silenced, and how on 
May 8, 1945 the bells rang out again. We felt it 
would be very appropriate for the first bell of St. 
Andrew's to ring out for the first time, with 
thanksgiving and for peace on the 60th 
Anniversary of V-E Day." 

The 33-inch diameter bell was supplied by 
the Quebec firm of Leo Goudreau et Fils Inc. The 
L. family selected a traditional "pull the rope" 
installation.  In fact, there are two ropes: the 
thicker one swings the bell for pealing, and the 
thinner one moves the 90 lb. clapper for tolling.  
The bell was cast in 1966 by the Fonderie des 
Cloches Bollé in Orléans, France for a 
Sherbrooke, Quebec church, now demolished.  
The 890 lb. bell is on a 200 lb. wheel, and its note 
is F #.  Its inscription includes a quote from John 
17: "Qu'ils soient unis" (May they be as one).  

The bell's arrival on Kent St. on the 
morning of April 26, 2005, was a bit of an event, 
and 3 TV crews plus reporters from CBC Radio, 
CFRA and The Citizen were there to record it. 
A small crane lifted the bell with marvelous 
precision from the truck to the sidewalk, and then 
to just outside the Kent St. door.  Just when the 
crane's arm appeared too short to move the bell 
inside, the arm extended to place the bell 
precisely below the centre of the tower.  Inch by 
inch, the bell was winched up, with a pause for 
the ceremonial first ring.   

Mrs. Ann F. C., who assumed the 
considerable installation costs, did the honours.  
Protected by heavy industrial gloves she struck 
the clapper and the bell sounded loud and clear, 
startling all present who weren't quite prepared for 
the strength of the ring at such close quarters. 

The bell was dedicated at the 9:30 service 
on Sunday May 8, 2005, which began outdoors 
with the choir arranged on the Kent St. steps and 
the congregation below.   

Following a hymn, the Rev. Dr. Andrew 
Johnston dedicated the bell, which pealed as the 
congregation moved indoors for the rest of the 
service.  Afterward, people gathered by the 
Wellington St. entrance to watch the Veterans 
Parade on the 60th Anniversary of V-E Day.  The 
veterans knew about St. Andrew's new bell, and 
many looked up with a smile when they heard it 
ringing. 

When our present church was erected in 
1873 on the site of the first stone church, the 
steeple was built to accommodate a bell.  
According to Ladies' Aid Society minutes, at least 
some people wanted one.  At their November 3, 
1876 meeting, president Georgina Perley said 
that "the Society might work for various missions, 
or support a Bible woman, or as a few ladies 
thought, a bell for the tower of the church."  
However the 1870's were years of hardship and 
depression in Ottawa and the Valley, and it 
became urgent "to raise money for poor relief." 

In April 1886, the Society wondered "if the 
$400 already invested could be appropriated to its 
purpose, it having been decided before that it 
should be laid aside for a bell."  Once again, 
thoughts of a bell were put on hold due to the 
pressing need for a Sunday School Hall, to be 
built (1894) where the Manse then stood and on 
the westward-extending lot on Sparks St., which 
the Society had helped purchase in 1883. 
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In March 1898, at the Society's annual 
meeting, "Rev. Mr. Herridge suggested it would 
be nice to have a chime of bells for the tower."  It 
was subsequently discovered that the cost would 
be from $2,000 to $3,000, "too high a sum for the 
Ladies to undertake to work for", but they did 
investigate 'tubular bells' as a cheaper alternative.  
More than a century would pass before a bell 
arrived at St. Andrew's;  the steeple stood strong 
but silent for 127 years. 

In the past five years, St. Andrew's bell 
has pealed before each service and after 
weddings.  It has tolled on Good Friday, on 
Remembrance Day, before funerals, and by 
special request on November 4, 2008, in the two 
minutes before 'Vigile 1914-1918 Vigil' began 
projecting the names of Canadian soldiers who 
died in World War I on the National War 
Memorial.  The bell rings at Noon on Canada Day, 
and by request on days of national importance, 
such as the 400th Anniversary of Quebec, the 
National Day of Reconciliation, and National 
Aboriginal Day. In a Kairos initiative involving 
church bells across the country, the bell rang 350 
times on December 13, 2009, prior to the climate 
conference in Copenhagen. 

The bell, this wonderful gift, allows St. 
Andrew's to ring out an invitation each Sunday, 
and to play a part in the National Capital on 
national occasions.  When the bell is ringing, 
people smile.  At the Special Communion on May 
8, 2010, and at Sunday services on May 9th, the 
5th anniversary of the bell was celebrated.  By 
pealing, of course. 
 
 David B., Sheila U. 
 

PENTECOST PRAYERS 
 
 

On Pentecost Sunday, when we 
remembered how the Holy Spirit 
allowed people of many different 
languages and cultures to hear the 
gospel, three members of St. Andrew’s 

composed and read prayers in their 
mother tongues.  
 

A Prayer by Sun-ah K. (Korea) 
 
약속하신 성령을 보내주셔서 주님을 믿는 자들에게 
충만히 부어주신 주여. 
특별히 오늘 성령 강림 주일을 맞이하여 세속과 죄악에 
찌든 저희 심령이 성령의 능력으로 깨끗해지고 새 사람 
되기를 원하빈다. 
  
이시간 저희가 성령안에서 기도하고 찬송하여 말씀을 
사모할 때에 은혜받게 하시며, 의로운 인격을 갖추고 새 
사람으로 새 날을 살아갈 수 있도록 크신 은총을 내려 
주시옵소서. 
 
또한 성령의 인도하심 속에서 저희의 신앙도 살찌게 
하시옵고, 주님의 거룩하신 뜻을 실현할 수 있는 복된 
삶이 되게 하시옵소서. 
저희의 생각과 계획도 미리 아시는 성령께서 철저하게 
이끌어 주시고 
주관하여 주시옵기를 원합니다.  
  
저희들의 전 생활 영역이 성령의 역사와 인도하심을 
따라 사는 권세 있는 삶이 되게 하여 주시옵소서 
  
이 모든말씀을 우리 구주 예수 그리스도의 이름으로 
간절히 기도드립니다. 
아멘. 
 
Dear Lord, 
Thank you for sending the Holy Spirit as promised 
to those who believe in Jesus. 
 
On this Pentecost Sunday, we pray that the Holy 
Spirit purifies our spirits which are full of worldly 
desires and sins, and makes us into a new person 
by the power of God. 
 
Please bless us today when we pray, praise the 
Lord and learn Your words with the Holy Spirit 
and give us grace to be righteous born-again 
Christians. 
 
Also let the Holy Spirit guide us and help our faith 
grow stronger each day, and help us realize the 
purpose of lives as God has intended for us. 
We pray that the Holy Spirit, who already knows 
our minds and God's plan for us, guide and 
inspire us in every moment of our lives. 
 
Please hear our prayer that we may be living 
examples of believers that follow the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit and enable us to reflect Your light 
in the world. 
This we pray in the name of Jesus, Amen    
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A Prayer by Farid A. (from Egypt) in 
Arabic 
 

  القدس والروح واإلبن األب بإسم
  ن لما اسمعنا رب يا

فيه تضامن أآثر و   يكون عالم أجل من نصلي أبانا
 يحسوا اغنيااه فيه يكون عالم, عدالة اجتماعية أآثر 

   إرادة لمساعدتهم وأآثر  فقراء بتعاسة
 هذا من آثيرة انحاء في السالم أجل من نصلي رب يا

,  والسودان,  العراق,  سةالمقد األراضي منها الكون
    ثايالند   و افغانستان

 البالد هذه في المسيحية األقليات أجل من نصلي أبانا يا
العراق  المسيح خصوصا في يسوع مالكنا فيها عاش التي

 الصعوبات مدى آم العالم ينسى أقليات وهما وفلسطين
  بها تمر التي
 اوفادين إبنك خطوات في  يوم آل نمشي خلينا رب يا

 االوقات في   ونسمع فيك نثق خلينا  رب يا , يسوع
  السعيدة االوقات في آما الصعبة
  أمين, المسيح  يسوع بإسم

  
  صليلك

 
In the name of the Father,  
the Son  
and the Holy Spirit, 
Our God,  
we pray for peace in many parts of this world, 
especially in the Holy Land, Iraq, Sudan, 
Afghanistan and Thailand. 
Our Father,  
we pray for the strengthening of Christian 
minorities in lands where our king Jesus Christ 
lived and preached,  
especially in Palestine and Iraq, 
whose suffering is often forgotten by this world.   
In the name of Jesus Christ,  
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

A Prayer by Thomas N. (Cameroons) 
spoken in Menda   

 
Our beloved Father, on this special day of the 
church calendar, we thank you for bringing us 
together to sing praises to thy name. We thank 
you for keeping us healthy and for giving us the 
wisdom to spread your message of peace in the 
world. Father we know that while we are enjoying 
this peace in Canada, there are other parts of the 
world where there is complete turmoil, caused by 
greed in leaders who were chosen to lead and by 
those who have chosen the path of extremism. 
We are therefore asking you Lord to show them 
not only the way forward but also to give them 
your love. We want to put before you Lord, on this 
special day, the people of Thailand who have 
seen so much violence and suffering this past 
week, the people of Afghanistan who have 
suffered so much from the hands of extremist, the 
people of Sudan who have experienced so much 
suffering just to get freedom from tyranny. We 
also put before you the people of Israel and 
Palestine. We pray that you should give wisdom 
to their leaders who have finally agreed to jump 
start the peace process again, and to let them 
know that there is no ultimate winner when there 
is war and that everybody stands to gain when 
there is peace. Almighty God, thank you for 
blessing your children in St. Andrew’s and for 
sharing your love with us. Amen. 

 
 

Photo:  The St. Andrew’s team who 
lead in worship at the Perley Rideau 
Health Centre on Sunday May 30. 
 


