
Preparing to Worship 

Immediately! 

And as soon as! Things happen quickly in Mark’s 
gospel and particularly the first chapter. Jesus is 
baptised, the heavens break open and there is no 
stopping what happens next. “Immediately…”, “as 
soon as…”, these words are repeated time and 
again as Jesus calls his disciples, heals the sick, 
casts out demons and teaches in the synagogues. 
Who is this man people ask, by what authority 
does he act? Things are moving quickly, the 
Kingdom of God is breaking in, and this month 
we too will be discovering Jesus anew, hearing 
once more his invitation to follow him.  

January 7, Huda Kandalaft will preach on the 
Newness of Life. The readings are from the 
gospel of Mark 1:4–11. 

On January 14, our text comes from  
Mark 1:14–20, the call of Peter and Andrew, 
James and John. Reverend Dimock will be 
preaching the sermon, RSVP Immediately!  

On January 21, our text is Mark 1:21–39. As we 
read about Jesus teaching, healing the ill, and 
casting out demons in and around Galilee, 
Reverend Dimock will be preaching the sermon, 
Troubled by Jesus. 

On January 28, we will be celebrating 
Presbyterian World Service and Development 
Sunday. Our speaker will be Reverend Ian Fraser, 
a member of the PWS&D committee who will be 
speaking to us about the trip he took to Haiti and 
the work of PWS&D there. He will be joining us 
for a Lunch and Learn after worship. 

On February 4, we finish the first chapter of Mark 
(Mark 1:40–45). Reverend Dimock will be 
preaching the sermon Inside out and outside in. 

Karen 

More Ways to Worship 

Wednesday Communion—Each Wednesday at 
noon we ring our bell, welcoming you and the 
surrounding community to a short service of 
hope. Beginning at 12:10 and lasting about 
twenty minutes, this is a time in the middle of the 
week for offering prayers for the world, sharing 
communion and enjoying the peace of our 
Sanctuary. After, there is soup and a time for 
conversation in Grant Hall. 

On Sunday, Jan. 21 at 4:00 p.m., St. Andrew's 
Junior Choir will sing at the annual Ecumenical 
Service for the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity, hosted this year at Knox Church. Please 
join us as we offer music ministry at this 
important event. 

Kid's Church resumes on Jan. 27 at 4:30 p.m. A 
time specially crafted for preschoolers and their 
families—to make a simple craft in St. Andrew’s 
Hall, worship on the carpet in the sanctuary and 
enjoy a potluck meal together. We will explore 
together the meaning of epiphany. Our theme for 
this month is Eureka! Contact Huda at 
hk@standrewsottawa.ca. Older kids (7+) will be 
on a new mission, Local and international, at the 
Kids on Mission program. For more info, contact 
Lorna. 

Blessing of the Food Baskets—St. Andrew’s 
provides monthly support to the Centretown 
Emergency Food Centre with donations of food 
that can be dropped off anytime in the bins in the 
south narthex. These gifts are presented along 
with our offering, the last Sunday of each month. 

The St. Andrew's Ringers will be ringing at 
St. Andrew’s on January 21 and February 11, at 
the 11 a.m. service. Beginners are always 
welcome! It helps if you can read music. Contact 
Lynn Boothroyd (mlynnboothroyd@gmail.com). 

Study, Growth, Community 

Youth are invited to the Youth Group every 
Sunday at 11:20 a.m. in the Currie Room with 
their leaders Aisling and Bruce. They will study 
the Bible using the Bible Project programme. 

Read the Bible in 2018: Imagine reading 
through the entire Bible during 2018, spending a 
few minutes each day with God’s word. That’s the 
ambitious opportunity we’d like to offer to Saint 
Andreans. For more information contact Bruce F. 

The St. Andrew’s Women’s Guild will meet at 
10:30 a.m. on Thursday, Jan. 11 (a change from 
our originally scheduled Jan. 4) at the home of 
Betty J. This is our Annual General Meeting and 
we will purchase lunch ($11) to enjoy together at 
Betty's residence. If you are interested in the 
Guild, this is an informative meeting to attend. 
Call Jill C-W with any questions. 

Special Meeting of the Congregation—Ten 
communicant members of the congregation 
having asked for a meeting concerning recent 
announcements affecting the position of Director 
of Christian Development and related budget 
issues, the Kirk Session has called a special 
meeting of the congregation to take place on 
Sunday Jan. 14 in St. Andrew’s Hall following the 
11:00 a.m. worship service. 

The St. Andrew’s Junior Choir afternoon retreat 
will be held on Jan. 14 from 12:30–5:30 and will 
include music rehearsals, team building games, 
and bible study. In continuation of the choir's 
exploration of different ways of worship, guest 
artist Wendy Morrell will lead us in a workshop 
on Liturgical Dance. The retreat will conclude 
with a potluck supper for the families. 

Bible Study, led by Reverend Dimock, is on 
Tuesday, Jan. 16, at 10:30 at St. Paul’s 
Presbyterian Church. Please join us for lively 
conversation and fellowship, this season studying 



Wisdom Literature and the Book of Proverbs. For 
more information, speak to Rev. Dimock. 

Lunch and Learn: Sunday, Jan. 21 with Colton B. 
The Foreigner Residing Among You—Uganda’s 
Response to the South Sudanese Refugee Crisis. 
After the 11 a.m. service, join us for a light lunch 
to hear Colton speak about his trip to Uganda last 
summer. 

The St. Andrew’s Burns Supper will be 
Saturday, Jan. 20. This family event will begin 
with some kids programming in the late 
afternoon then the Supper itself in the evening. 
Contact Bruce F. to volunteer, tackle one of the 
Toasts or provide some other entertainment. 

Confirmation class: youth 14+ are invited to 
two workshop Saturdays on Jan. 27 and Mar. 24, 
from 9:30–4:30, where together we will explore 
the basics of our Christian faith. The day will 
include social times, lunches and snacks. Leaders 
are Huda Kandalaft, Scott I. and Aisling B. The 
confirmation will take place during the 11 a.m. 
worship service on Sunday, April 8. Please speak 
to Huda to register. 

The next meeting of the Men’s Fellowship will 
be on Monday, Jan. 29 at 6:00 p.m. in St. Andrew’s 
Hall. We will have dinner, followed by a short 
devotional and then our guest speaker, David 
Pollock, former executive director of the Pembina 
Institute speaking on Actual Urgency and the 
Shape of Solutions: Reflections on Climate 
Change. Contact Richard L. 

The Annual Congregational Retreat in 
Gracefield will take place on Feb. 10–11. The 
theme is A Journey in the Wilderness of the 
World with speakers from St. Andrew’s sharing 
stories of Hope from around the world. Explore 
the Canadian wonderland of Gracefield, take part 
in outdoor activities like snowshoeing, or skating 
on the icy pool, and indoor time for spiritual 
renewal and Christian fellowship. Registration 

closes Jan. 12. To register, please contact  
Aisling B. 

Wednesday evening studies will start on 
Feb. 14. We start with supper at 6:00 p.m., then 
study groups at 6:45–8:00 p.m. Online 
registration opens on Jan. 21. Check the website 
or speak with Huda for more details. 

Coldest Night of the Year Walk 
The walk offers hope to those who are hungry, 
homeless and hurting at the Ottawa Mission. 
Thank you to the St. Andrew’s All Saints team at 
the third annual Walk last winter! You raised an 
incredible $2,755, and your hard work of 
fundraising and walking in the cold has had a 
yearlong effect. We would love to have an even 
bigger team on Feb. 24 and increase our 
donations to The Ottawa Mission. Our website is 
up and running at cnoy.org/location/ottawa and 
we invite you to sign up today! 

 

Canada Youth 2018 will be held July 2–7 at 
Brock University. Youth, young adults and youth 
leaders gather together for worship, recreation, 
discussion, faith exploration, joyful celebration 
and lots of fun! Cost is $565 plus travel. Bursaries 
are available and the youth will be doing 
fundraising. Please speak to Huda about 
bursaries and for more information. 
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Words to Remember 

“And just as he was coming up out of the water, 
he saw the heavens torn apart 

and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 
And a voice came from heaven,  
‘You are my Son, the Beloved;  
with you I am well pleased’” 

Mark 1:10–11 



Physician Assisted Suicide 

During the 2017 General Assembly a study 
and report on Physician Assisted Suicide was 
shared for churches to review and respond. 
To support our response, a series of three 
Wednesday evenings will be held January 10, 
17 and 24, from  
6–8 p.m. A light supper will be served. 

On Jan. 10, Sharon Baxter, Executive Director 
of the Canadian Hospice Palliative Care 
Association will join us to provide 
information on hospice and palliative care 
especially, the current Canadian situation 
and what would be a quality palliative care 
outcomes. 

On Jan. 17, Colleen G., an elder at St. 
Andrew’s, who has both a clinical and policy 
background in nursing and has studied the 
Canadian Medical Assistance in Dying 
legislation, will provide a 101 on the 
legislation and policy considerations. 

The final evening, on Jan. 24, will be 
facilitated by Rev. Karen Dimock and Huda 
Kandalaft, providing an opportunity for 
conversation, and biblical and theological 
reflection. 

If interested in attending,  
please contact Colleen G. or use the sign-up 
sheet in Fergus Grant Hall. 

Discussing the 
Church Doctrine Committee 

Reports 
on Human Sexuality and 
Finding a way Forward 

January 20, from 9 a.m. until noon 

 

In 2017 the General Assembly of the PCC 
forwarded the Church Doctrine Committee’s 
study document on Human Sexuality for 
study and response. Addressing questions of 
Same Sex marriage and the ordination of 
members of the LGBTQS community, the 
document describes the Biblical and 
Theological Rationale for two differing 
positions on covenanted same sex 
monogamous relationships. 

An online survey has been made available for 
individuals, congregations, presbyteries and 
sessions to respond. In our time together on 
Saturday morning, January 20 we will listen 
and discuss these differing views and also 
spend time exploring what a way forward 
might look like, given the differing and 
deeply held Biblical and Theological 
positions found in the church today. 

 


