
Waiting 

Unwrapping the Gifts 
in Advent and Christmas 

One of the things I love about Christmas is the 
gifts. Not the commercialization part of it but the 
opening your heart to one another part. The way 
we pay special attention to people, as we plan 
what it is we will give them. What do they like? 
What will make their eyes light up, their face fill 
with laughter? What will bring them joy? 

As we head into December I like to think of 
Advent as one of the gifts the church gives us. Not 
just days to check off as we impatiently wait for 
Christmas, but a special season in and of itself. A 
time of discovery, and if we rush through it then 
we might just miss out on the gifts it brings and 
the opportunity to give ourselves. 

This year as we get ready for God’s greatest gift 
to us, God’s own son, we will be talking about 
gifts a lot, unwrapping a new one each week as 
we open the Scriptures and discover anew God’s 
love for us. 

~ Karen 

Sundays in Advent 

Sunday mornings at 9:15 and 11 a.m. 

December 3, we light the candle of hope on our 
Advent Wreath and share communion. Reverend 
Dimock’s sermon Herald of Glad Tidings helps 
us unwrap the promises of God as we celebrate 
the birth of John the Baptist. It will be based on 
Isaiah 40:9–11 and Luke 1:67–69. 

On December 10, as we light the second candle of 
the Advent wreath, we think of the Peace that 
surpasses all understanding. Huda will be 
preaching a sermon about Pregnant power! The 
scripture readings are Luke 1:5–55; Isaiah 7:14, 
9:2–7; and Romans 12:1–2. 

 

December 17, as we light the candle of joy we 
remember why light in the darkness is so 
beautiful and life-giving. Our readings are 
Micah 5:2–5a and Matthew 1:18–2:15. Reverend 
Dimock’s sermon title is The hopes and fears of 
all the years. 

December 24, as we light the candle of love our 
readings are Matthew 1:1–17 and Luke 2:8–20, 
an amazing reminder of how there is a part for 
everyone in the story of Christ coming into the 
world. Who but God would write it this way? 
Reverend Dimock’s sermon is Oh come all ye 
faithful! 

 

 

 

Church School—The children will enjoy 
rotational church school during the season of 
Advent. This provides the chance for children to 
get to know children in the other classes. The 
students will explore the Christmas story and 
Christmas traditions. Join us for fun crafts, music, 
special visitors and baking. There will be a One 
Room Church School on December 25 and 31. 

Christmas Worship 

The Blue Christmas Service will be held 
December 20, at 7 p.m. This is a service for all 
who are looking for a time and place to 
acknowledge that Christmas can be difficult. 
When all the world is full of carols and lights, 
there are some for whom this is a season of tears 
and sorrow. This is a service of light in the 
darkness. We gather in the sanctuary to pray and 
remember our tears, our sorrows; to light 
candles in the darkness; to come together in 
prayer and reflection. Afterwards the sanctuary 
remains open for those who would like to sit and 
enjoy the space. As well, there is a reception in 
the hall, with warm cider and treats. 

December 24, Christmas Eve 

Our waiting is over and we gather in the 
sanctuary to welcome the Christ Child. There are 
two services this evening, the Christmas 
Pageant and the Carols and Lessons. 

At 6:30 p.m., celebrate Christmas with the 
children and youth of St. Andrew’s as they 
present the Christmas Pageant and Carols. 

At the 10:00 p.m. service, the Choir of St. 
Andrew’s, accompanied by brass, leads us in The 
Carols and Lessons by Candlelight to welcome 
the Christ Child. The Congregational Carol Sing 
begins at 9:45 p.m. Come together for a service 
which covers the full range of Christmas music 
from reflective and serene to joyous and 
uplifting. 

December 25—Christmas Morning worship at 
11 a.m.! Reverend Dimock will lead the service of 
song and celebration as we greet the Christ Child. 
Our readings include Isaiah 60:1–3 and  
John 1:1–5. 

On December 31, there is again only one service 
at 11 a.m. The readings include Luke 2:39–3:14, 
and Reverend Dimock’s sermon is God’s 
blessing. 

Candlelight Carols 
December 17, 4–5 p.m. 

Always a highlight of the Christmas season, 
this year featuring the Choir & Soloists of 
St. Andrew’s Church with string and brass 

ensemble conducted by Thomas Annand. Hear 
them perform beautiful baroque music by 

Handel, Buxtehude and Charpentier, and join 
the congregational carol sing accompanied by 
the entire ensemble. Freewill offering! Invite 
your friends and neighbours to our glorious 

church to enjoy the music of our Choir and the 
beauty of the sanctuary. 



Advent & Christmas Celebrations 

Volunteers are still needed both on and off stage 
for the Christmas Pageant. Please contact 
(Tracey Stabback) for more information on how 
you can get involved. 

Welcome to our Christmas Cookie Exchange, on 
Tuesday Dec. 5 at 7 p.m. How does it work? Bring 
six dozen of your favourite cookies to share. 
Spend some time sampling cookies and chatting 
with friends, new and old and then take home an 
assortment of new cookies. Sign up in Grant Hall 
or speak with Gail B. 

The Congregational Christmas Lunch will be 
held December 10, in St. Andrew’s Hall after the 
11 a.m. service. Enjoy fellowship and good food. 
The meal will be followed by carol singing. 

Memorial Poinsettias: Call Betty J. via the 
church office (613-232-9042) if you wish to 
purchase a poinsettia plant in memory, 
congratulations or love for someone. They will be 
placed around the Communion Table between 
December 10 and New Year’s Day. Cost is $40. 

Join Ottawa Presbytery Youth for Christmas in 
the Stable. Dec. 17 at 3:00 p.m., at Wesley Clover 
Parks (401 Corkstown Road). An afternoon of 
carols and the re-telling of the Christmas story in 
contemporary language. The hosts, Trinity 
Presbyterian, need youth and adult volunteers. 
Contact Huda for more information. 

The St. Andrew's Ringers will be ringing on 
Dec. 9 at 3 p.m. at the First Unitarian Christmas 
Concert, with several Ringers accompanying the 
choir; and on Dec. 10 at the 11 a.m. service at St. 
Andrew’s, and then again on Jan. 21 at St. 
Andrew’s. Beginners are always welcome! It 
helps if you can read music. Contact (Lynn 
Boothroyd). 

Giving Back 

The Advent Mitten Tree will be put up in Grant 
Hall shortly after the Bazaar. Winter clothing 

such as scarves, mittens, gloves and hats, and 
toiletries are collected. We support the Ottawa 
Mission, which supports homeless men and 
women; Bruce House, supporting individuals 
with HIV or AIDS; and the children of Robert E. 
Wilson Public School. 

White Gifts—On Sunday, Dec. 10, St. Andreans 
place new children’s books wrapped in white 
paper into baskets for a community school. This 
year, we will support the library at Robert E 
Wilson Public School. Among its 200 students, it 
has many Aboriginal students and students new 
to Canada. Many students come from difficult 
family situations, but arrive every day with 
smiling faces ready to learn. Details including a 
"book wish-list" are available in Grant Hall. Books 
will be gathered in each Narthex from Dec. 10 
until the end of the month. 

Join us on the Pause Table, on Friday, Dec. 15, in 
the Atrium at the Carleton Unicentre. St. 
Andrew’s, along with Carleton Memorial United 
Church, will host and feed 1,200 students during 
exams. Visit with young active minds while they 
select food they may have neglected while 
studying! You will meet students from Ottawa, 
other parts of Canada and abroad. Food 
donations left at the church will be picked up 
Thursday Dec. 14, or make financial donations 
through the church office. A signup sheet is 
posted in Grant Hall. For more information, 
contact Rob S. 

A Christmas Offering 

As we wait to celebrate God coming to us in 
Christ, we are called to consider what we might 
do for others in Christ’s name. Mission and 
Outreach will be naming three charities for the 
Christmas Offerings Envelopes, one 
international, one national and one local. 

 

Behold! 
 

My spirit rejoices 
in 

God my Saviour 
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Study, Growth, Community 

Youth are invited to the Youth Group every 
Sunday at 11:20 a.m. in the Currie Room with 
their leaders Aisling and Bruce. They will study 
the Bible using the Bible Project programme. 

 
The next meeting of the St. Andrew’s Women’s 
Guild will be on Dec. 7 at St. Andrew's at 10:30. 
All women of the church are most welcome! For 
more information, phone Jill. 

Read the Bible in 2018: Imagine reading 
through the entire Bible during 2018, spending a 
few minutes each day with God’s word. That’s the 
ambitious opportunity we’d like to offer to Saint 
Andreans next year. Join us for an information 
session on Dec. 17, 10:15–10:45, in St. Andrew’s 
Hall. For more information contact Bruce F. 

Bible Study, led by Reverend Dimock, is on 
Tuesday, Dec. 18, at 10:30 at St. Paul’s 
Presbyterian Church. Please join us for lively 
conversation and fellowship, this season studying 
Wisdom Literature and the Book of Proverbs. For 
more information, speak to Rev. Dimock. 

The St. Andrew’s Burns Supper will be 
Saturday, Jan. 20. This family event will begin 
with some kids programming in the late 
afternoon then the Supper itself in the evening. 
Contact Bruce F. to volunteer, tackle one of the 
Toasts or provide some other entertainment. 

Kid's Church resumes on Jan. 27 at 4:30 p.m. A 
time specially crafted for per-schoolers and their 
families—to make a simple craft in St. Andrew’s 
Hall, worship on the carpet in the sanctuary and 
enjoy a potluck meal together. We will explore 
together the meaning of epiphany. Our theme for 
this month is Eureka! Contact Huda. 

Older kids (7+) will be on a new mission, Local 
and international, at the Kids on Mission 
program. For more info, contact Lorna. 

The St. Andrew’s Junior Choir Retreat will be 
on Jan. 14. This year we will explore worship 
through Liturgical dance. The workshop is in the 
afternoon, and will conclude with a potluck 
supper for the families of the choir members. 

Confirmation class youth are invited to two 
workshop Saturdays—Jan. 27 and Mar. 24, from 
9:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m., where together we will 
explore the basics of our faith. Confirmation will 
take place on Sunday, April 8. Please speak to 
Huda to register. 

The next meeting of the Men’s Fellowship will 
be on Monday, Jan. 29 at 6:00 p.m. in St. Andrew’s 
Hall. We will have dinner, followed by a short 
devotional and then a guest speaker. For more 
information, contact Don G. 

The Annual Congregational Retreat in 
Gracefield will take place Feb. 10–11. The theme 
is A Journey in the Wilderness of the World 
with speakers from St. Andrew’s sharing 
interesting stories. Explore the Canadian 
wonderland of Gracefield, take part in outdoor 
activities like snowshoeing, or skating on the icy 
pool, and a cozy indoor time of spiritual renewal 
and Christian fellowship. Registration is open 
now and will close Jan. 12. 

Canada Youth 2018 will be held July 2–7 at 
Brock University. Youth, young adults and youth 
leaders gather together for worship, recreation, 
discussion, faith exploration, joyful celebration 
and lots of fun! Cost is $565 plus travel. 

Words to Remember 

“Today in the town of David a Saviour has 
been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 
This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 

wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

Luke 2:11–12 (NIV) 
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