
Preparing to Worship 
Reformed and Always Reforming! 

2017 marks the 500th anniversary of Martin 
Luther nailing his 95 theses to the door of the 
Castle Church in Wittenburg. It wasn’t the nails in 
the church door that caused the upset that 
ensued! In Luther’s day this was how one called 
for debate, and it was the debate that he called 
for that caused the upset. Luther was challenging 
the church’s sale of indulgences, the selling of 
salvation, guaranteed entrance to heaven, for a 
fee that went to support the riches and building 
plans of the church. At its heart, Luther’s action 
was a call to reflect and reform. 500 years later, 
as we commemorate this event, Huda and I will 
be looking at various passages from the book of 
Romans, a text that inspired Luther in his 
understanding of God’s Grace. As we spend time 
in this book together our invitation to you is to 
contemplate the church’s nature, her calling 
today to be reformed and always reforming, to 
consider what we are called to be debating today. 

November 5 is Remembrance Sunday at St. 
Andrew’s. As we remember, our Scripture 
passages for the week include Romans 8:31–39 
and Joshua 4:1–7. Reverend Dimock will preach 
the sermon What do these stones mean? His 
Excellency Henk van der Zwan, Ambassador of 
the Kingdom of the Netherlands to Canada will be 
joining us in worship on this Sunday, reading the 
Scriptures and bringing greetings. 

November 12, Huda Kandalaft will be preaching 
An impossible Demand?, with Romans 5 as her 
text. 

November 19 Dr. Karin Maag, a history professor 
at Calvin College, will join us in worship and 
share some music from Calvin’s Geneva. The 
Scripture for this week will be Romans 12. 
Reverend Dimock will be preaching the sermon 
Here’s what I want you to do! 

November 26 is the last Sunday before Advent 
and the start of a New Church Year and it will be 
a “New Year’s Eve” celebration in worship as we 
contemplate the legacy of the past and our hope 
for the future. Scripture passages for the week 
include Romans 13:8–14 and Romans 15:13. 
Reverend Dimock’s sermon is When our endings 
become our beginnings. 

Karen 

More Ways to Worship 

Wednesday Communion—Each Wednesday at 
noon we ring our bell, welcoming you and the 
surrounding community to a short service of 
hope. Beginning at 12:10 and lasting about 
twenty minutes, this is a time in the middle of the 
week for offering prayers for the world, sharing 
communion and enjoying the peace of our 
Sanctuary. After, there is soup and a time for 
conversation in Grant Hall. 

Kid's Church is on Nov. 18 at 4:30 p.m. A time 
specially crafted for per-schoolers and their 
families—to make a simple craft in St. Andrew’s 
Hall, worship on the carpet in the sanctuary and 
enjoy a potluck meal together. The theme is 
Lessons in Engineering from Matthew 7:24–27. 
Contact Huda at hk@standrewsottawa.ca for 
more information. Older kids (7+) will be on a 
new mission, Local and international, at the Kids 
on Mission program. For more info, contact 
Lorna. 

Blessing of the Food Baskets—St. Andrew’s 
provides monthly support to the Centretown 
Emergency Food Centre with donations of food 
that can be dropped off anytime in the bins in the 
south narthex. These gifts are presented along 
with our offering, the last Sunday of each month. 

Study, Growth, Community 

Karen and Huda are hosting a gathering for all 
Women of St. Andrew’s on Sat. Nov. 4, from 

8:30–10:30 a.m. in the Currie room. This 
gathering is the first one in what we hope will 
become a regular gathering for women of St. 
Andrew’s. It is a time to get to know each other 
better, and a time of spiritual growth through 
sharing and study. Please consider this a 
personal invitation to join us for a simple 
breakfast, devotion time, and Christian 
fellowship. Please reply to Karen 
kd@standrewsottawa.ca and to Huda 
hk@standrewsottawa.ca to confirm your 
attendance and let us know if you have any 
dietary restrictions. 

Organ Tuesdays will take place Nov. 7, 14, 21 
and 28, at 12:15 at St. Andrew’s, with Thomas 
Annand. On Nov. 28, he will be joined by Guy 
Edrington on horn. 

We invite your children to be part of the St. 
Andrew's Junior Choir! The choir practices 
every Sunday at 9:45–10:45 a.m. Contact Tracey 
at stabbackmusic@sympatico.ca. 

Youth are invited to the Youth Group every 
Sunday at 11:20 a.m. in the Currie Room with 
their leaders Aisling and Bruce. They will study 
the Bible using the Bible Project programme. 

Christmas Pageant Rehearsals begin Nov. 5! 
Volunteers are still needed both on and off stage. 
Please contact Tracey Stabback 
(stabbackmusic@sympatico.ca) for more 
information on how you can get involved. 

There will be a Youth Group Sleepover on the 
evening of Nov. 10, for ages 12+, at St. Andrew's. 
$5 fee. Contact Aisling B. to register. 

The St. Andrew's Ringers will be busy this Fall. 
Upcoming events include: Nov. 12, the 11 a.m. 
service at St. Andrew’s; Nov. 25 at the Scottish 
Tea & Bazaar; Nov. 26, the 10 a.m. service at 
Bethany Baptist; and Nov. 26, 7 p.m. at Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints’ Christmas Service. 
Beginners are always welcome! It helps if you can 
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read music. Contact Lynn Boothroyd 
(mlynnboothroyd@gmail.com). 

A Teachers' meeting will be held on Nov. 5 at 
12:30 p.m. in the blue classroom. Following the 
meeting, there will be a brief training session on 
how to teach the Young Children and Worship 
programme. Anyone interested in taking the 
training is welcome. Please email Huda at 
hk@standrewsottawa.ca for registration. 

To mark Remembrance Day, St. Andrew’s 
welcomes Dominique Boulais of the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission, who 
will present Their Name Liveth For Evermore; 
and Dr. Tim Cook, Historian of the Canadian War 
Museum, speaking on Canada’s Fallen: How the 
Nation Grieved, Honoured, and 
Commemorated the First World War’s Dead. 
November 7, at 7:00 p.m. 

On Nov. 8, the St. Andrew’s Women’s Guild 
meets at the church to make Christmas 
puddings to sell at the St. Andrew's Scottish Tea 
and Christmas Bazaar (Nov. 25). Extra hands are 
always welcome. The next meeting of the Guild 
will be on Dec. 7 at St. Andrew's at 10:30 a.m. All 
women of the church are most welcome! Phone 
Jill C. for more information. 

Bible Study, led by Reverend Dimock, is on 
Tuesday, Nov. 21. Please join us for a lively 
conversation and fellowship, this season studying 
Wisdom Literature and the Book of Proverbs. We 
meet at 10:30 at St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church 
on Woodroffe just off the 417. If you have 
questions or would like to know more please 
speak to Reverend Dimock. 

The Scottish Tea and Christmas Bazaar will be 
held on Saturday, Nov. 25, from 1:00–3:30 p.m. 
Please consider what you might add to Attic 
Treasures, the Silent Auction, or the Art, Books, 
Linens, Crafts and Jewellery areas. If you have 
extra jams or preserves, think of putting some 
aside for the bazaar. We rely on your generous 
donations of home baking for the Bake Table. 
The Guild’s Craft Group, who have fun creating 
the wonderful gift baskets you see at the bazaar, 
would appreciate donations of such things as 
chocolates, small packages of fancy cookies, teas 
or coffees, hand cream, guest napkins or other 
small items that would look good in a gift basket. 
These items can be left at the church up until the 
middle of November. For information or with an 
offer to assist, contact Gail B. 

The November meeting of the Men’s Fellowship 
will be held on Monday, Nov. 27 at 6:00 p.m. in St. 
Andrew’s Hall. We will have dinner, followed by a 
short devotional and then a guest speaker. All 
men of the congregation are welcome and feel 
free to bring a friend. Contact Don G. 

Advent at St. Andrew’s will be colourful this year 
as we mark the beginning of this season with an 
evening of art. Our Advent Workshop will take 
place in St. Andrew’s hall on Dec. 2 at 6 p.m. over 
dinner. You are invited to share your favorite 
dessert from around the world. This year we will 
be colouring the Advent posters that will be on 
display for the month of Advent. Tickets will be 
available in Grant Hall starting Nov. 19. 

Alpha @ St. Andrew's: Alpha continues on 
Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. For more information, 
visit http://www.standrewsottawa.ca/alpha. 
Wednesday Evening Studies continue through 
Nov. 29, from 6:00–8:00 p.m. See the sign-up 
boards in the sanctuary entrances for 
registration and more information. 
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Words to Remember 

 “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

Romans 15:13 
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Reformation 500 Program 
with Dr. Karin Maag 

The Memorials Committee is hosting a visit by 
Dr. Karin Magg, Director of H. Henry Meeter 
Center for Calvin Studies at Calvin College, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. 

On Friday, Nov. 17 at 7 p. m. there will be a Meet 
and Greet event at the church to give the 
congregation the opportunity to meet Dr. Maag. 

On Saturday, Nov. 18, Dr. Maag will lead a 
Workshop from 9 a.m. to noon. This workshop 
will equip participants with a strong 
understanding of the ways the Reformation 
impacted the daily life of early modern 
Christians. The workshop will include a 
presentation by Dr. Maag on the topic When the 
Reformation Came to Geneva, group discussion, 
documentary clips, and a very-accessible role-
play. Coffee and doughnuts will be available at 
8:30 a.m. and during a coffee-break. 

On Sunday, Nov. 19, Dr. Maag will participate in 
Worship. She will likely provide a special focus 
on music in the Reformation. Following the 
service, there will be a Lunch and Learn in which 
Dr. Maag will lead a discussion on Worship in the 
Reformation Era. 

Mark Your Calendars! 

Welcome to our Christmas Cookie Exchange, on 
Tuesday Dec. 5 at 7 p.m. How does it work? Bring 
six dozen of your favourite cookies to share. 
Spend some time sampling cookies and chatting 
with friends, new and old and then take home an 
assortment of new cookies. Sign up in Grant Hall 
or speak with Gail B. 

White Gifts—On Sunday, Dec. 10, St. Andreans 
place new children’s books wrapped in white 
paper into baskets for a community school. This 
year, we will support the library at Robert E 

Wilson Public School. Among its 200 students, it 
has many Aboriginal students and students new 
to Canada. Many students come from difficult 
family situations, but arrive every day with 
smiling faces ready to learn. Details including a 
"book wish-list" are available in Grant Hall. Books 
will be gathered in each Narthex from Dec. 10 
until the end of the month. 

Join Ottawa Presbytery Youth for Christmas in 
the Stable. Dec. 17 at 3:00 p.m., at Wesley Clover 
Parks (401 Corkstown Road). An afternoon of 
carols and the re-telling of the Christmas story in 
contemporary language. The hosts, Trinity 
Presbyterian, need youth and adult volunteers. 
Contact Huda for more information. 

The Blue Christmas Service will be held 
December 20, at 7 p.m. This is a service for all 
who are looking for a time and place to 
acknowledge that Christmas can be difficult. We 
gather in the sanctuary to pray and remember 
our tears, our sorrows; to light candles in the 
darkness; to come together in prayer and 
reflection. Afterwards the sanctuary remains 
open for those who would like to sit. There is a 
reception in the hall, with warm cider and treats. 

The Annual Congregational Retreat in 
Gracefield will take place Feb. 10-11, 2018. 
Explore the Canadian wonderland and take part 
in outdoor activities and indoor retreat time with 
friends. If you have not been to Gracefield before, 
this is the year to come. It is sure your children 
will have a wonderful time snowshoeing, or 
skating on the icy pool. Registration will open 
Nov. 19 and will close Jan. 12 

Canada Youth 2018 will be held on July 2–7 at 
Brock University. Youth, young adults and youth 
leaders gather together for worship, recreation, 
small group discussions, faith exploration, joyful 
celebration and lots of fun! Cost is $565 plus 
travel. Great opportunity for fundraising events! 


