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James Bible Study — Leader’s Notes 

Introduction 

Sometimes called “the Proverbs of the New Testament,” the book of James practically and 

faithfully reminds Christians how to live. From perseverance to true faith to controlling one's 

tongue, submitting to God’s will, and having patience, this book aids readers in living 

authentically and wisely for Christ. Many have claimed that James and the apostle Paul differed 

on the question of faith versus works, but in reality the spiritual fruit that James talks about 

simply demonstrates the true faith of which Paul wrote. Their writings are complementary rather 

than contradictory. Possibly one of the earliest of the New Testament writings, the book is 

believed to have been written by Jesus’ brother James. [ESV Intro] 

Authorship: “James” is also named, without qualification, elsewhere in the NT (Acts 12:17, 

15:13, 21:18; Gal 1:19, 2:9,12), and it is understood in these contexts that the person meant is the 

(half) brother of Jesus, head of the Jerusalem church.  By contrast, when the James, the brother 

of John and son of Zebedee, is killed by Herod Agrippa (Acts 12:1-2), he is explicitly identified.  

The other disciple named James (the son of Alphaeus) would not have been well enough known 

to be named without further identification in a letter to the Church. 

Note that “brother” might not mean a sibling or even a half sibling. In Aramaic, “brother” could 

denote a cousin, since Aramaic has no word for “cousin”. 

Context/Setting/Audience:  James is writing at a time when the Church was still a sect within 

Judaism (similar to e.g. the Essenes). His audience is Jewish believers, familiar with both the 

God of the Old Testament and the Jesus of recent memory. 

Chapter 1 

13: the Gk word rendered as “temptation” in the KJV Lord’s Prayer (peirasmon) is the same 

word used in James 1:2 (translated “trials” in modern translations, but “temptations” in the KJV). 

The same word is translated as “temptations” in v. 12, from which we may infer that what is 

meant is particularly a spiritual trial. Note that the modern (1988) English Language Liturgical 

Consultation translation of the line in the Lord’s Prayer is “Save us from the time of trial / and 

deliver us from evil.” 

Some Questions for Chapter 1 

1. (Lead-in) How do you respond to trials/adversity? 

2. Vv. 2-4: What does James mean by “endurance” in trials? Stubbornness? A “grin and bear it” 

attitude? ...? 

3. What is your definition of “wisdom”? What connection is implied between wisdom and 

trials? 

4. Why might God allow us to be tempted after we have become believers? (cf. Job) 
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5. Think about a trial you have experienced in your own life. How would James’ attitude to 

trials have been helpful in that situation? 

6. What “echoes” of Jesus’ teaching do we hear in verses 19-25? 

7. How might the advice James gives in verses 19-21 improve our life as a congregation? 

8. How would you summarize James’ view of the Christian life? 

9. How should the believer view “the word”? 

10. How could James’ thoughts on “hearing and doing” improve our worship? 
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Chapter 2 

Participants’ Questions Outstanding from Session 1 

v 25: What is the “law of liberty”? 

The Greek has: “the [law] of-the freedom (eleutherias) [G1657]”. The idea behind the Gk 

word is of the freedom a citizen has (as opposed to a slave). Martin Luther wrote a whole 

treatise on “Christian Liberty” (1520).  In it, Luther stated, “A Christian is a perfectly free 

lord of all, subject to none. A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all.” 

This sounds paradoxical, but Luther would say that as fully forgiven children of God, 

Christians are no longer compelled to keep God's law; however, they freely and willingly 

serve God and their neighbors.  We’ll see this phrase again in 2:12. 

In this chapter, look for...  

• characteristics of people and societies that are still commonly seen today 

• contrasts between the teaching of James and that of Paul 

1: Favouritism vs. belief in Christ: Jesus himself is recognised as being impartial (Luke 20:21), 

and God shows no partiality (Acts 10:34). Distinctions based on race, gender or social class have 

no place in the Christian community (Gal. 3:26-28). 

2: The tendency of people to make judgments based on a person’s clothing is one reason why 

clergy in some denominations wear vestments. The minister’s role is in some sense independent 

of the person performing it, so the individual’s clothing is not seen, lest it put the focus on the 

person rather than the role. 

2-4: James provides a (possibly hypothetical) illustration as background to his argument. James 

uses style of argumentation called diatribe (the English word being derived from the Greek 

diatribḗ, [lit. “through” + “wear out”] but having a meaning different from, but related to, the 

Greek word). Diatribe was a style of teaching used in ancient philosophical schools, generally 

characterized by rhetorical questions and dialogue among imaginary participants. Examples of 

this form of argument occur throughout this chapter. 

As we have seen here, the letter of James shows the author’s familiarity with Greek styles of 

rhetoric, but it also is written in very good Greek (not classical Greek, but perhaps the best Greek 

in the NT). This fact has been used as an argument against the author being the half-brother of 

Jesus, who would have spoken Aramaic. 

4-6: Roman laws explicitly favored the rich. Persons of lower class could not bring accusations 

against persons of higher class, and the laws prescribed harsher penalties for lower-class persons 

convicted of offenses than for offenders from the higher class. 
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14: “Can faith save you?” This (NRSV) translation would elicit a resounding “yes!” from the 

leaders of the Reformation. However, other translations qualify the word “faith”: 

• Can such faith save him? (NIV) 

• Can that faith save him? (ESV, NASB) 

The Greek (lacking punctuation) can be read as a statement, answering the question in the 

negative: “That faith cannot save him.”  Literally it reads: “no is-able the faith to-save him.” 

Sola fide (“by faith alone”) In the Lutheran and Reformed theologies, righteous works are seen 

as the result and evidence of a truly justified and regenerate believer who has been justified by 

faith alone. (from Wikipedia article “Five solae”) 

James vs. Paul: the two writers emphasise different aspects of faith, but they would not disagree 

with each other.  Paul sees the purpose of faith as being to bring a person into relationship with 

Christ, and thus to bring that person salvation, while James sees the results of faith as being good 

works and a change of life. 

Some Questions for Chapter 2 

1. (Lead-in) What kinds of things tend to make you favour one person over another?  

2. (Follow-up) What “labels” does society apply to people today?  Does our 

congregation/denomination “label” people? 

3. How is systematic discrimination against the poor evident today in our society? 

4. [v. 6-7] James characterises the rich as oppressors. How does our society view “the rich” 

today? 

5. What is your definition of “faith”? 

6. [v. 15] James implies that we must provide for a “brother or sister” in need. In James’ 

language, a brother/sister is a believer. Would James absolve us of responsibility for people 

who are not of our faith? See Lev. 25:35. 

7. [v. 17] What do you think James means when he describes a person’s faith as “dead”? 

8. What is your understanding of the term “justified”? 

9. Does James ever say that works without faith can save a person? 

10. Luther characterised himself as “simul iustus et peccator” (at the same time justified and a 

sinner).  How does your understanding of justification fit with Luther’s statement? 
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Chapter 3 

Participants’ Questions Outstanding from Session 2 

1:6 – ask in faith, never doubting: Is this something we can do? What happens if we doubt? 

This verse is specifically about asking God for wisdom; when we do this, we should not 

doubt that our request will be granted, since we know it is one which is pleasing to God and 

in accordance with God’s will. The admonition to be “never doubting” seen in this verse 

should not be taken as a general requirement for a life of faith. Faith and doubt are not 

mutually exclusive. 

It seems clear from Jesus’ life and ministry that: 

• A person’s doubt does not prevent Jesus from granting their request. See Mark 9:14-

29. The father of a demon-possessed boy has come to Jesus for help. He is honest 

about his doubts, and asks for help with those as well. Jesus casts out the demon, as 

requested, in spite of these doubts. 

• A person’s doubt does not prevent Jesus from rescuing that person. See Matt. 14:25-31 

(Jesus/Peter walking on water). Peter is called a person “of little faith”, but he was the 

only one who got out of the boat. 

• A person’s doubt does not destroy their relationship with Christ. John the Baptist had 

doubts about Jesus (Matt. 11:2-19), yet Jesus still praises him. 

“A man may be haunted with doubts, and only grow thereby in faith. Doubts are the messengers 

of the Living One to rouse the honest. They are the first knock at our door of things that are not 

yet, but have to be, understood... Doubt must precede every deeper assurance; for uncertainties 

are what we first see when we look into a region hitherto unknown, unexplored, unannexed.” 

— George MacDonald (1824-1905), “The Voice of Job”, in Unspoken Sermons, 1886. 

Recap from Session 2 

Faith – [2:19] Even the demons believe in God, but that belief is akin to “intellectual assent” to 

the proposition that God exists (and “is one”). Contrast that with a faith characterised by trust in 

and reliance on God, and a commitment to striving to obey and to serve God. A person having 

“head faith” but not “heart faith” could be described as being “13 inches from salvation”. 

Notes on Chapter 3 

2: “The control of the tongue is more than an evidence of spiritual maturity; it is the means to it.” 

(J.A. Motyer, The Message of James) 

6: hell (Gk Gehenna = ‘valley of Hinnom’) –"The valley of Hinnom" became the technical 

designation for the place of final punishment. This valley had been the seat of the idolatrous 
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worship of Molech, to whom children were immolated by fire (2 Chron. 28:3; 2 Chron. 33:6). 

Later it became the “garbage dump” of Jerusalem, a place where fire continually burned the 

city’s refuse. Topographically the identification of the valley of Hinnom is still uncertain. 

7-8: The tongue is “restless” and untameable, unstable, “liable to break out” (Phillips), 

unpredictable, as is a savage beast. 

13: “The good life” is a key topic of philosophy. How shall we live? “Tell me, what is it you plan 

to do/with your one wild and precious life?” (Mary Oliver)  What is “wise” living? 

17: James doesn’t tell us (here) how to get to the point where we will live wisely, but he show us 

what wise living will look like. 

17-18: The mention of “bearing fruit” and “harvest” follows from James’ statement that we are 

the “firstfruits” of God’s creatures (1:18), growing into “perfected” beings. 

Some Questions for Chapter 3 

1. What is the popular image of a minister of religion? Should ministers and teachers of religion 

be held to a higher standard than other Christians? Than the general population? 

2. “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me.” Many of us may 

have been told this as children, but is it true? Did our parents believe it? 

3. Why is comparing the tongue to the rudder of a ship an appropriate illustration? 

4. What do you think has led James to write so harshly about the power of the tongue? 

5. James suggests (v. 2) that control of the tongue is the key factor in controlling the whole 

person.  Do you agree?  Or do you think that James has overstated his case? 

6. James says that the tongue is “full of deadly poison.” How can the tongue poison people and 

relationships? 

7. Read Proverbs 11:9 and 12:18. James seems to take a very negative view of the power of 

speech. In what ways can words be beneficial? 

8. Can you think of someone from your own life who displayed (at least at times) the attributes 

of “wisdom from above” listed in v. 17? How did his/her wisdom differ from that of people 

the world considers as wise? How has that person blessed and influenced your life?  

9. Where do you think would James look to get wisdom “from above”?  

10. “This man was a preacher before he was a writer.” So wrote one commentator about James. 

What have you seen so far in this letter that would support that view? 
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Chapter 4 

An opening prayer: selected verses from Psalm 90 (the inspiration for the hymn “O God, Our 

Help in Ages Past”) 

1
 Lord, you have been our dwelling place 

 in all generations. 
2
 Before the mountains were brought forth, 

 or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 

 from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 
3
 You turn us back to dust, 

 and say, “Turn back, you mortals.” 
4
 For a thousand years in your sight 

 are like yesterday when it is past, 

 or like a watch in the night. 
5
 You sweep them away; they are like a dream, 

 like grass that is renewed in the morning; 
6
 in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; 

 in the evening it fades and withers. 
9
 For all our days pass away under your wrath; 

 our years come to an end like a sigh. 
12

 So teach us to count our days 

 that we may gain a wise heart. 
14

 Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, 

 so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 

 

1: “Cravings” (ESV “passions”) translates the Gk hēdonē, hence a seeking after pleasure. 

2: The Christians to whom James is writing aren’t actually killing each other, but James uses the 

word for “murder” to express in a dramatic way the seriousness of these conflicts. Compare 

Jesus’ words in Matt 5:21-22. Why not “ask God” (i.e. in prayer)?  Maybe because the people in 

question feel that they can’t ask God for the kinds of things they really want. 

3: Is the desire for pleasure a “wrong motive”? 

5: The scriptural saying quoted here is not found in the scripture we have today, and its meaning 

is unclear. The Greek is literally, “or you-are-supposing that for-nought the scripture is-saying 

toward envy is-longing the spirit which dwells in us”. One could translate this, “Do you suppose 

that the scripture says for no reason that the spirit that lives in us envies intensely?” The NIV 

translation is close to this. The Greek word used for “envy” (phthonos) is associated with “ill-

will” and corruption; it is never used in the LXX for the “jealousy” of God for his people. The 

NRSV reads as if God “yearns jealously” with the kind of devilish jealousy characteristic of 

humans, which is not an admissible interpretation. 
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6-10: If we want to receive grace, we need to be humble. How do we do that? Follow the 

instructions in verses 7-10. The “10 commandments”: 

1. submit to God: not passively, but in the sense of giving allegiance to God 

2. resist the devil: can’t do this before step 1 – but we’ll still need to do it after 

3. draw near to God: through prayer, Bible reading, worship, communion, ... 

4. cleanse your hands (our outer, visible, “public” life) 

5. purify your hearts (our inner life of the heart) 

6. lament 

7. mourn 

8. weep 

9. turn laughter into mourning 

10. turn joy into dejection 

Some Questions for Chapter 4 

1. What sorts of things most often bring people or groups into conflict? 

2. It’s been said that humanity has a “broken wanter”.  Make a mental list of things you currently 

long for. How many of these things are guaranteed to (or even likely to) satisfy your soul? 

3. What’s the problem with “pleasures”? [v. 3] 

4. In Buddhist philosophy, the gap between what we desire and what we have is said to be the 

source of all suffering; to combat suffering, we should simply stop desiring. In materialist 

philosophy, to close that gap we should just buy more stuff. In contrast, how does James say 

we should deal with our desires? 

5. James says that “whoever wishes to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.” How 

do you reconcile that with Jesus’ statement that God loves the world? 

6. In what practical ways can we (a) resist the devil; and (b) draw near to God? 

7. Why does James tell us to “clean up our lives” after we draw near to God rather than before? 

8. Why do we need to lament, mourn, and weep as part of the program James prescribes? 

9. Why does James say that the “boasting” described in verses 13-15 not merely foolish, but 

evil? 

10. Verse 17 seems to be an abrupt change of topic. How are sins of omission connected to 

“arrogance”? 

  

Recognize your 

condition before God 
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Chapter 5 

1-5: Who are the “rich oppressors” that James directly addresses here?  Commentators are 

divided on this question.  In 1:10, “the rich” were presumably unbelievers. And here, “the rich” 

are people who have misery coming to them. There is no call for them to repent, no hope of 

salvation offered, only the prospect of judgement to come. However, the opening words in this 

passage, “Come, now,” are the same as those used in the previous paragraph to address those 

who boast about their future, and who are admonished to qualify their plans by “if the Lord 

wishes”, which suggests that they are Christians, or at least people of faith. And it is unlikely that 

James would expect his warning to be read by wealthy unbelievers. So it may be that James is 

writing to believers who still are attached to material wealth (cf. 2 Tim 4:9-11a). This would fit 

well with what James writes later in vv. 19-20: rich Christians may be among those who have 

“wandered from the truth”. On the other hand, it could be argued that this passage is intended to 

comfort poor believers who have been victimized by the rich, if indeed there is comfort in 

knowing that one’s oppressors will pay for what they have done. This view would be consistent 

with the exhortation to patience in suffering, which immediately follows. 

12: Why “above all”? Maybe the expectation is that Christians should have a reputation for 

always telling the truth, so that it would be unnecessary for them to take an oath. 

14-15: see handout section based on Barnes’ Notes on the New Testament. 

15: “The prayer of faith will save the sick”. The prayer of faith is one that trusts in God, that says 

to God, “thy will be done.” So “save” may not mean “cure.” (The Gk wd derives from a word 

meaning “safe”, and has the sense of “deliver” or “protect”.) [Story of Mai-lin Tsou may be 

appropriate here.] The mention of sins in the verse could suggest an illness which was a result of 

sin; but it could also apply to one in which the patient recalled past sins and repented. 

16: This verse connects sin and healing, so it seems likely that spiritual healing is in view here. 

However there is frequently a connection between spiritual and physical health: the peace of 

mind resulting from confession could help restore physical health. The Gk wd used for confess 

has the sense of “acknowledge”, and so what is most likely meant is the confession one person 

makes in private to someone s/he has wronged. 
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Some Questions for Chapter 5 

1. What sort of “spirit” does wealth “tend to engender in the heart” (Barnes)? Will it 

“cultivate the spiritual trimness of physique which keeps us fit in the battle for holiness 

(Motyer)? 

2. Who is James addressing in verses 1-5? 

3. What “echoes” of Jesus do you hear in these verses? 

4. In the first century, the Church lived mostly under persecution, and suffering was an 

expected part of the Christian’s life.  What would the 21
st
 century North American church 

be like if those conditions prevailed here and now? 

5. James was living at a time when “the coming of the Lord” was seen as imminent. How do 

21
st
 century Christians view the Lord’s return?  What would the Church be like today if it 

thought as James and his generation did? 

6. Verse 12 is an echo of Jesus’ words in Matt. 5:33-37. Should Christians refuse to take 

oaths in court? What about oaths made in times of distress? How does oath-taking relate 

to control of the tongue? 

7. How are the encouragements to patience in vv. 7-12 connected to the encouragements to 

prayer in vv. 13-18? 

8. It is natural for people to turn to prayer in times of suffering. Why does James need to 

encourage his readers to pray in good times (v. 13)? 

9. Verse 14 advises Christians on how to deal with illness. What are the expectations for (a) 

the sick person; (b) the elders; (c) prayer? How should a 21
st
 century Christian do it? 

10. The theme of caring for others has been prominent throughout the letter (1:27; 2:2-6a, 14-

17; 4:11). In what ways does James encourage us to do this in his conclusion? 

• care for the sick (vv. 14-15) 

• mutual care in healing relationships (v. 16a) 

• care for the one who is straying (vv. 19-20) 
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Session 6 

Participants’ Questions Outstanding from Session 5 

[5:10-11] What is the difference between patience and endurance? 

The word translated as patience in 5:10 is μακροθυμιας (makrothymia, literally long-passion); 

the word translated endurance in 5:11 is υπομονην (hypomonē, literally under-remaining). So 

patience is associated with an unpleasant situation which persists for a long time, or is repeated 

over and over. Patient people accept such situations calmly, without “losing their cool.” 

Endurance is the quality which enables one to remain in and survive bad situations (not 

necessarily of long duration). It’s about “staying power”, “stickability” (Motyer); it takes guts. 

James’ List of Do’s and Don’ts 

Do 

• accept trials with joy 

• become mature through endurance 

• ask God for wisdom 

• ask in faith 

• celebrate being raised from lowliness 

• be a doer of the word 

• control your tongue 

• love your neighbour as yourself 

• speak as one who willingly serves God 

• act with gentleness that shows wisdom 

• draw near to God: be clean and pure 

• be patient 

• speak honestly 

• pray 

• confess to those you have wronged 

• bring back those who stray 

Don’t 

• doubt (when asking for wisdom) 

• blame God for temptations 

• fall victim to deception about sin 

• fail to do the word one has heard 

• practice favouritism 

• be lacking in good works 

• become a teacher 

• utter curses 

• engage in conflicts and disputes 

• speak evil against fellow believers 

• boast about future successes 

• grumble against fellow believers 

• swear

 

Comparison of James to Proverbs 

In the letter of James, there is no reference to the life and work of Jesus, nor to his death and 

resurrection.  The historical and doctrinal bases of the Christian faith are almost completely 

ignored.  In the Book of Proverbs, we see a similar omission.  The “mighty acts of God” (the 

Exodus, the giving of the Torah at Sinai, the Covenant between God and Israel, etc.) which make 

up Israel’s history are completely or almost completely absent from Proverbs and the other 
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Wisdom books: in contrast to the other books of the Hebrew bible, which appeal to divine 

revelation for their authority (“Thus says the Lord!”), wisdom appeals to human reason and 

observation. 

James in the NT Canon 

The Epistle was first explicitly referred to and quoted by Origen of Alexandria, and possibly a bit 

earlier by Irenaeus of Lyons as well as Clement of Alexandria in a lost work according to 

Eusebius, although it was not mentioned by Tertullian, who was writing at the end of the Second 

Century. It is also absent from the Muratorian fragment, the earliest known list of New 

Testament books. 

The Epistle of James was included among the twenty-seven New Testament books first listed by 

Athanasius of Alexandria in his Thirty-Ninth Festal Epistle (AD 367) and was confirmed as a 

canonical epistle of the New Testament by a series of councils in the Fourth Century. Today, 

virtually all denominations of Christianity consider this book to be a canonical epistle of the New 

Testament. 

In the first centuries of the Church the authenticity of the Epistle was doubted by some, including 

Theodore, Bishop of Mopsuestia in Cilicia. Because of the silence of several of the western 

churches regarding it, Eusebius classes it among the Antilegomena or contested writings 

(Historia ecclesiae, 3.25; 2.23). Jerome gives a similar appraisal but adds that with time it had 

been universally admitted. Gaius Marius Victorinus, in his commentary on the Epistle to the 

Galatians, openly questioned whether the teachings of James were heretical. 

Its late recognition in the Church, especially in the West, may be explained by the fact that it was 

written for or by Jewish Christians, and therefore not widely circulated among the Gentile 

Churches. There is some indication that a few groups distrusted the book because of its doctrine. 

In Reformation times a few theologians, most notably Martin Luther in his early career, argued 

that this epistle should not be part of the canonical New Testament. 

Luther made an attempt to remove the books of Hebrews, James, Jude and Revelation from the 

canon (notably, he perceived them to go against certain Protestant doctrines such as sola gratia 

and sola fide), but this was not generally accepted among his followers. However, these books 

are ordered last in the German-language Luther Bible to this day. 

“If Luther’s negative view of these books were based only upon the fact that their canonicity was 

disputed in early times, 2 Peter might have been included among them, because this epistle was 

doubted more than any other in ancient times.” However, the prefaces that Luther affixed to 

these four books makes it evident “that his low view of them was more due to his theological 

reservations than with any historical investigation of the canon.” 
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Martin Luther’s description of the Epistle of James changes. In some cases, Luther argues that it 

was not written by an apostle; but in other cases, he describes James as the work of an apostle. 

He even cites it as authoritative teaching from God and describes James as “a good book, 

because it sets up no doctrines of men but vigorously promulgates the law of God.” Lutherans 

hold that the Epistle is rightly part of the New Testament, citing its authority in the Book of 

Concord, however it remains part of the Lutheran antilegomena (writings “spoken against”). 

NT Canon: Protestant developments (from c. 1517) 

The Encyclopedia of Theology says that the 27 books which make up the New Testament canon 

of Scripture are not based on a Scriptural list that authenticates them to be inspired, thus their 

legitimacy is considered impossible to be distinguished with certainty without appealing to 

another infallible source, such as the Magisterium of the Catholic Church which first assembled 

and authenticated this list at the Council of Rome.
[104]

 Catholicism considers the Magisterium, 

i.e. the teaching authority, has equal position and linked together with Sacred Tradition and 

Sacred Scripture, each acts in its own way for the goodness of the Church.
[105]

 Rejecting these, 

Protestant reformers focused on the doctrine of sola scriptura, i.e. the supreme authority of 

Scripture alone. Sola scriptura is one of the five solas, considered by some Protestant groups to 

be the theological pillars of the Protestant Reformation. 

Martin Luther 

Martin Luther was troubled by four books, referred to as Luther's Antilegomena: Jude, James, 

Hebrews, and Revelation; and though he placed them in a secondary position relative to the rest, 

he did not exclude them. He did propose removing them from the canon, echoing the consensus 

of several Catholics such as Cardinal Cajetan and Erasmus, and partially because they were 

perceived to go against certain Protestant doctrines such as sola gratia and sola fide, but this was 

not generally accepted among his followers. However, these books are ordered last in the 

German-language Luther Bible to this day. 

Protestant confessions 

Among confessions of faith drawn up by Protestants, several identify by name the 27-books of 

the New Testament canon, including the French Confession of Faith (1559), the Belgic 

Confession (1561), and the Westminster Confession of Faith (1647) during the English Civil 

War. The Thirty-Nine Articles, issued by the Church of England in 1563, names the books of the 

Old Testament, but not the New Testament. None of the Confessional statements issued by any 

Lutheran church includes an explicit list of canonical books. 

— from Wikipedia: Development of the NT Canon 
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Some Questions for Session 6 

1. What is the strongest message that you personally heard in the letter of James? 

2. How will that message affect you? What difference will it make? 

3. James was writing primarily to communities rather than to individuals. What points in his 

letter would James stress if he were writing to the 21st century Church? To our 

congregation? 

4. James was writing to Jewish Christians. Today’s Church is quite different. Do you think 

James would have a different message for a Gentile Church? 

5. Imagine that you are living in the 4th century and are part of a group trying to decide 

what writings should be considered canonical (e.g. authoritative for settling doctrinal 

disputes, and prescribed for reading in church services). 

• What points would you make if you wanted to exclude James from the canon? 

• What points would you make if you wanted to include James from the canon? 

6. Cast your vote for or against including James in the NT. 


