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About St. Andrew’s In Action 

The quarterly newsletter is published for the 
first Sundays in October, December, March 
and June. The next edition will be available 
December 6th and the deadline for 
submissions is November 20th . You may email 
your articles and photos at any time to 
StAndrewsInAction@gmail.com 

Minister’s Reflection 
 Rev. Dr. Karen Dimock 

As September gives way to October and we 
find ourselves settling into the pattern of our 
year, there is a fullness to the world at the 
moment, the kind that makes me stop and 
look and pay attention to nature, just a little 
bit more than I had been of late. It’s not unlike 
the kind of appreciation that marked the way I 
looked at the world in the spring. Back then 
everything was new and green and now the 

Each Friday, the bulletin sent direct to 
your inbox! 

Sign up for our weekly emails to keep up to 
date with all that’s going on over the 

summer. Sent each Friday afternoon - 
subscribe at 

StAndrewsOttawa.ca/StayInTouch 

http://www.standrewsottawa.ca/
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world is turning to gold. The fields have 
yielded their harvests, the trees are turning 
and soon will drop their leaves and carpet the 
ground in crispness and colour. The last few 
mornings there has been a crispness in the air 
that catches my breath and all the world gives 
glory to God! 

There is something about this time of year, as 
we stand between summer and winter, that 
awakes within us anew the recognition of life 
as good and as a gift. In generations past our 
ancestors would look at the harvest just 
gathered in anticipation of the winter ahead. 
Many in the world still do and even we, in our 
communities with grocery stores open 24/7, 
we have not totally lost sight of it either. This 
is a season like no other, it is the time of the 
year for Thanksgiving. 

One of the things I love about our worship in 
this season is how October begins with World 
Wide Communion Sunday. Just when we 
thought it was time to hunker down and get 
ready to hibernate, giving thanks for the 
harvest and shutting ourselves in for the 
winter, it gives us pause to stop. Just Think! 
All over the world, on this particular Sunday, 
the followers of Jesus are coming to worship 
and sitting down to be fed at the table of our 
Lord. Sometimes it gives me shivers—the 
fullness of this particular communion service. 
As we eat the bread and drink the cup 
together, our hungers and thirsts are bound 
together with those of our brothers and sisters 
around the world. The wideness of God’s 
mercy and grace dawns upon us. 

What a poignant way to begin this season of 
worship. Surely it cannot leave us untouched. 

In the weeks that follow, as fall moves towards 
winter and you continue to gather around 

tables with friends and family, I pray that the 
blessings of life and love will continue to 
surround you and keep you, lifting your 
hearts up in thanksgiving and your hands out 
in service and praise. 

Grace and peace, 

Karen 

News from the Kirk Session 
 Judy D. 

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed away; see, 
everything has become new! 
2 Corinthians 5:17 

As a Session, we had a pretty quiet summer. 
We were extremely thankful to finally see the 
renovations completed in July. We had 
originally been promised they would be 
completed by Easter so for a while it seemed 
like it might never be done. We are grateful to 
the members of the Temporal Committee, staff 
and others who spent countless hours 
packing, unpacking, working with the 
contractors and trying to make sure our 
worship and other activities could still 
happen. It is exciting to be planning fall 
activities knowing we will be able to use the 
entire church. It is also exciting to have the 
Church School underway and the Choir back 
in the loft. 

Over the summer, three elders decided to step 
down from Session. For many Session 
responsibilities, other elders are able to step 
in but it does mean that some districts are 
now vacant. We will be trying to rearrange 
some of the district assignments but we do 
ask your indulgence over the next few months. 

As the Kirk Session begins meeting again, 
there are some new faces in leadership 
positions in our ministries and committees. 
We appreciate the commitment shown by 
those stepping down from some leadership 
roles and also appreciate the willingness to 
serve of those assuming new leadership roles. 
One of those is the Administrative Clerk of 
Session. Rob R. will be assuming that role on 
October 1. 

That means that this is my last “News from 
the Kirk Session” article. I hope you have felt 
like the articles provided were informative and 
helped you to know more about what is going 
on around our church. 
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A word about Worship 
 Rev. Dr. Karen Dimock 

This is the first of four short articles, each one 
focussing on one of the four different stages we 
move through as we worship. 

The assurance of forgiveness: are you 
wondering what this is? There have been a few 
changes to the order of worship this fall, and 
in addition to moving the place of the prayers 
of intercession there is this new piece in the 
service. 

The assurance of forgiveness or pardon as 
some churches call it, is an element that is 
found in the worship services of many 
Presbyterian and Reformed Churches, 
following the opening prayers. 

In the Presbyterian and Reformed Church 
traditions, worship is often shaped through 
four movements. The first of which is our 
approach to God. As we are gathered in 
together, we sing an opening hymn of praise 
and then incline ourselves in a prayer that is 

often two fold in its nature, blending together 
praise for who God is with confession. The 
nature of this confession is often both 
personal and communal as we acknowledge 
before God the way we as individuals and 
communities have turned from the ways of 
Christ and the working of the Holy Spirit 
among us. When I craft these prayers for our 
worship together, the words I use often 
include, we are here, we are listening, we are 

sorry and please forgive us. The Lord’s Prayer 
often follows these prayers of approach and 
then we have the assurance of forgiveness. 

This assurance is itself one of the 
proclamatory moments of the worship service. 
Taken (sometimes directly and verbatim) from 
the Scriptures, it is a simple statement 
assuring us of the Good News that in Jesus 
Christ we have been, as the old hymn says, 
ransomed, healed, restored and forgiven. 

This completes the first movement of our 
worship, now we are ready to hear God’s word 
for us today and I will write more about that 
next time. 

Response to the Refugee Crisis 
 Peter L.’s update to the congregation on Sunday 

13th. 

Many of us have been moved recently by news 
coverage of refugees fleeing the civil war in 
Syria and making a hazardous journey to start 
a new life in Europe and beyond, as homeless 
strangers seeking a new home. 

In the face of a humanitarian crisis like this, 
some may ask you – you may be wondering 
yourself – about what the church is doing. 

Here at St. Andrew’s we have a long history of 
coming to the aid of refugees that goes back to 
the plight of Vietnamese boat people in the 
1970’s. 

The A. Family is our next sponsorship 
obligation, and after many months of 
preparation we are now on the point of filing 
the application with the Federal Government. 
There will still be a waiting period, likely of 
some months, before the family arrives, and in 
the meantime the settlement team chaired by 
Barbara Sawh will be hard at work to prepare 
for the arrival of the family. 

You can support St. Andrew’s sponsorship 
program by a cheque. We established the 
Millennium Refugee Sponsorship Fund at the 
turn of the new millennium in 2000 when the 
Kirk Session, on behalf of the congregation, 
decided to re-invigorate our program of 

Reception of New Members 

The Kirk Session and Congregation at St. 
Andrew’s are looking forward to welcoming 

new members again during worship on 
November 22nd. If you are feeling called to 
become part of our congregation or would 
simply like to explore what that looks like, 

please talk to Reverend Dimock or 
approach one of our elders. We will be 
really glad to sit down and talk to you. 
Later in the fall we will host a couple of 
group discussions on October 25th and 

November 15th. 
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refugee sponsorship. Since that time we have 
helped several families to settle in Canada. 

If you visit the website of the Presbyterian 
World Service & Development 
(www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd) you will see a 
more detailed description of the work that the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada is doing to 
support refugees worldwide, and especially 
Syrian refugees. 

Surviving the Renovations at St. 
Andrew’s Church: a church office 
perspective 
 Elizabeth P., Church Office Administrator 

From order, to chaos, and to order again 
(seven months later!) 

It all started on January 2, a time of year that 
usually we at St. Andrew’s can step back and 
breathe a bit after the joys, anticipation, 
prayerfulness (and hard work!) of the Advent 
and Christmas season. This year, we packed 
boxes—lots of boxes: the entire office area had 
to be ready for phase one of the St. Andrew’s 
Tower reno, a reno that was to last six weeks 
(what optimism there was!). Ductwork, 
lighting, ceiling replacement, simple, right? 

Rev. Karen, Huda, Tom, and Maureen 
dutifully moved out of their offices and moved 
en masse into the Pottinger Room, which very 
soon became known as The Call Centre: a 
room with two long tables covered with 
computers, phones, wires – with a little room 
left for its occupants. The Archives cupboard 
was emptied of its contents (and stored up in 
the church balcony, which itself became the 
repository for artwork, communion ware, 

anything we wanted to find in a hurry) and 
became the minister’s closet. Tom had the big 
colour printer chugging away within a foot of 
his chair, which in turn was crammed up 
against a window. Somehow there was still 
room for a sofa and bookcases… 

Now, on to the reno… which didn’t get going 
for twelve more weeks! Sorry, the equipment 
needed for the ductwork is on back order, 
maybe next week, or the week after, or… 

And so it went. The work finally began in the 
back half of our office area, from Huda’s office 
west. The first problem became the dust, 
infiltrating everything (except the organ, Tom 
made sure that it was well protected). James, 
our fastidious church officer, was beside 
himself with the mess. He and I plugged the 
gaps in the ceiling between the church office 
and Huda’s office with plastic, duct tape, 
whatever we could find. We laid down mats, 
we ruined the 
dustbuster. And as it 
went, George, the 
Foreman, said, ‘Dust? 
What dust? You 

people are dreaming!’ 
(his other famous line: 
‘I wasn’t told anything 
about that!’). 

Now we were into 
June. Phase two is any day! Sorry, problems 
with the wiring, ductwork, electrical; delay, 
delay. 

We pack more boxes, ready to move the 
church office into the Currie Room, down at 
the end of the hall, and get Karen, Huda, Tom 
and Maureen back into their own spaces. It is 
now getting hot (as there is no air flow now) 
and more stuffy. 

In the midst of all of this, our computer 
system, alarms, phones, wifi, had to be moved 
back and forward, moving from place to place 
as the staff shifted around. 

In all of this, we had the most marvelous help. 
There was Piyush from DE Systems (our tech 
support people), a gentle Hindu that treats us 
all like family (and we consider him family, 
too!), who strung metres and metres of wire 
through the ceilings, hoping against hope that 

everything would be intact after all the work 
was done (no, lots of the wires disappeared 
and had to be strung again). Joel and Martin 
from Simplex moved the phones and back 
again, making sure everything was well 
labeled and in working nick: such nice guys! 
Danny from Kodiak Alarms (a quirky guy, 
mutters away to himself as he works, but 
knows his stuff) went over and above to make 
sure we were secure and got everything 

http://www.presbyterian.ca/pwsd
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actually working again, after the contractors 
cut wire, after wire, after wire (hey, let’s just 
roll these wires all up and throw them up into 
the ceiling, no one will know..). The Jolly 
Painter (I never got his name) who whipped 
through here like a whirlwind, getting the 
painting done in record time, all the while 
singing to the tunes on his blaring radio. 
Marco and Kevin, a couple of security guards 
(yes, we had guards every day, our buddies!) 
who asked me for a tour of the church: could I 
take them up through the basement to the 
sanctuary, to see what this spiritual place was 
all about. Friends, more friends. 

And then there was Chris, a young man who 
took over from George, on his first project, 
who turned out to be our guardian angel. He 
was pleasant, polite, concerned for our welfare 
– and got things moving at last! Along with 
Stéphanie, the project manager from Public 
Works, Chris became yet another part of our 
family. He came to me every day to report in, 
he helped move furniture and boxes when we 
really needed to get the office set up, was a joy 
to work with in the midst of the chaos and 
huge mess. He shook his head and just said 
‘George’ when I pointed out some odd stuff: 
why is the thermostat for the Currie Room on 
the ceiling (go and look, it’s still there). Where 
are the spotlights in the south narthex for the 
artwork (Chris fixed this himself)? How did the 
toilets in the ladies’ room get cracked (there 
were big bootprints on top, obviously used as 
step stools, the contractors tried to get out of 
that one, no such luck!). What is that big pipe 
sticking out of the ceiling in the Currie Room? 
And just what is that smell coming from the 
vents?? 

The final move back came on the evening of 
Thursday, July 9. Piyush and Gerry (our other 
DE Systems angel) stayed, and stayed, with 
me so that we would be up and running the 
next day. The movers were great, too, moved 
all the furniture and boxes, but also put up 
shelves, rehung bulletin boards, helped with 
so many things that were not really up to 
them. When the day ended, we looked at each 
other, hugged and laughed (boy, the hugs 
from big moving guys are solid!). 

So, here we are. The carpets are still to be 
cleaned, there is still lots of stuff in the 
balcony, some light switches are not yet fixed. 
A few quirks that we have decided to live with. 
We have air flow, well-lit hallways, fresh paint. 
We survived it. I think now of the immense job 
that recreated the spaces of St. Andrew’s back 
in the Reconstruction days of the eighties: our 
project was nothing compared to that. You 
were very brave and visionary people to take 
that on! Thank you to all that helped us get 
through all of this, we so appreciate you. 

Postscript: On August 13, there was a flood in 
the kitchen off Grant Hall: the water and 
sludge backed up through the dishwasher and 
also flooded the hairdressing salon below us. 
The main drain pipe under the floor, over to 
the janitor’s closet, was completely clogged: 
perhaps by all of the plaster dust that the 
contractors had kept throwing into the sink? 
We’ll never really know…. 

CPR/First Aid 
 David B. 

In early August the church arranged for the 
presentation of a full-day CPR and First Aid 
course for staff and leaders. About a dozen of 
us attended, ranging in age from teenage to 
senior. The course leader provided us with a 
variety of learning avenues: lecture, video and 
practical exercises. All the new theory about 
CPR was presented. And yes, there was a test 

St. Andrew’s life online 

Next time you’re online wondering what to 
look at next, wander over to the church 

website. Look under “Church Life” to find 
the weekly sermon recordings and the 

monthly Days of... newsletter. Click under 
“Worship” for the themes of the Sunday 
services and to browse the bulletin. The 

blog is updated often with a post reflecting 
on the Sunday morning worship, as well as 

news and updates for the congregation. 
With links to our Twitter and Facebook 

pages - there’s lots to see! 

Check it out at StAndrewsOttawa.ca. 
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at the end! I was pleasantly surprised to see 
that some of the first aid techniques I learned 
as a Boy Scout are still valid today. I would 
encourage everyone to take this course. You 
never know when you might need the 
knowledge. 

 

Amkhut Update 
 Aisling B. 

At the beginning of July when children at St. 
Andrew’s were starting their summer holidays, 
the children of First Church Amkhut in 
Madhya Pradesh, our partner church in India, 
were actually returning to school and 
attending their first days of classes. It has 
been a very hot summer in the region, with 
little rainfall, which made the initial school 
days a difficult time. 

The church renovations are ahead of schedule 
and look like they will be finished soon. Due to 
the church being a historical building, the 
congregation was not allowed to place an 
addition onto the existing building, so they 
have simply been doing the necessary repairs. 

September 5th all the youth of the diocese were 
invited to an “Addiction Awareness” program 
in Amkhut. Dr. Debora Tezlo of the Jobat 
Christian Hospital presented an information 
session focused on drug and alcohol addiction 
to almost 100 youth. 

Our St. Andrew’s Rally Day on September 20th 
coincided with Amkhut’s “Sunday School 

Day.” It was a special day, focusing on the 
young people of the church. The children’s 
choir sang and Sunday School children read 
Bible lessons. After the service, just like in 
Ottawa where we had a BBQ, there was a 
meal prepared for fellowship time with the 
entire congregation. It seems that after almost 
five years of praying with and for our partner 
church, God is blessing us with a shared 
calendar. 

Only a couple of weeks ago Pauline Brown, the 
retired Canadian missionary now living in the 
nearby town of Jobat, was in Ottawa. She had 
a busy summer traveling throughout Canada, 
but she specifically brought a plaque from 
Amkhut to give to St. Andrew’s. She was sorry 
to have missed delivering it in person to us; 
she sends all her love to us along with the gift 
of this plaque, which is from Amkhut’s 100th 
Anniversary in November, 2014. It is a 
beautiful picture of the church, with words 
from Mark 11:17 written in the local tribal 
language, Bhili: “My house will be called a 
house of prayer for all nations.” 

There are no immediate plans for St. Andrew’s 
to return to Amkhut, though the congregation 
in India is planning a celebration next 
February or March to re-dedicate their 
renovated church. If you are interested in 

participating in the partnership by traveling to 
Amkhut and meeting our brothers and sisters 
in Christ, please let me know by October 31, 
2015. 
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Youth In Mission trip to Eastern 
Europe 
 Aisling B. 

By now most of us have seen pictures and 
video of refugees desperately trying to make 
their way through Eastern Europe. It was with 
some trepidation that I agreed to lead the 
PCC’s Youth in Mission Trip to Hungary, 
Ukraine and Romania which took place over 
the last two weeks of July, considering all of 
the news coming from that region. Large 
billboards greeted us as we departed the 
airport, warning that Hungary is closed on 
Sundays. Ostensibly this was regarding a new 
law about shops being closed on Sunday, but 
many young Hungarians were appalled at this 
sly way of saying, immigrants are unwelcome 
here. Border issues and immigration were part 
of many conversations with Hungarian youth. 

The four Canadians on the trip were 
graciously hosted by the Hungarian Reformed 
Church for the initial week. We visited the 

Scottish Mission Church in downtown 
Budapest on our first day, the only English-
speaking congregation in the city; its original 
mission was to bring good news to the Jewish 
community. The congregation’s new hope is 
not to necessarily convert, but to continue a 
dialogue with all people. While eating lunch in 
their main hall, we witnessed a refugee family 
from Syria receiving Hungarian lessons from a 
volunteer. I have since learned that in early 

September members of the HRC Refugee 
Committee could be found at Keleti Train 
Station, convincing refugee families to sleep in 
the church hall overnight as well as receive a 
homemade meal; various members of the 
church also donated much-required clothing. 

The following hot July days were busy as we 
joined with 25 international delegates from 
Germany, France, Lithuania, Scotland, and 
Taiwan to attend the HRC’s Starpoint Festival 
in the picturesque lakeside town of Tata. The 
theme of the week was “Trust,” which 
encompassed not only discussing how we 
learn to trust God unconditionally, but during 
these conversations we also developed a 
natural network of trust amongst each other. 
It has been faith-affirming to continue these 
relationships over social media even though 
we are far from each other. A highlight was 
celebrating the Lord’s Supper with 2,500 other 
young people. 

From Tata our small group was picked up by 
David Pandy, the PCC missionary living in 
Hungary. He and his wife, Anna, have worked 
tirelessly and selflessly in the region for more 
than 20 years. They took us on a whirlwind 
tour of many projects our church has 
supported, such as Christian schools, an 
orphanage, and a Roma Gypsy community. 
We also visited a number of seminaries, 
learned much of the history of the region from 
David while driving 
in his big yellow 
van, and along the 
way we met another 
Canadian 
missionary, Brian 
Johnston, in 
Romania. Brian 
teaches English 
and Music at the 
seminary in 
Kolozsvar, 
Romania. 

One morning we worked the fields at a model 
farm on the western edge of Ukraine; its main 
purpose is to teach farmers about various 
seeds, green houses, and farm equipment. The 
farm is managed by a hard-working local 
family; we arrived early to find the woman of 

Walking With Our Sisters: A Healing 
Journey in Unfinished Moccasins: a 
commemorative installation presenting 

more than 1800 pairs of moccasin vamps 
honouring the lives of the 1180 Indigenous 

women and girls reported missing or 
murdered over the last 30 years, will be 
presented at the Carleton University Art 
Gallery, until Oct. 16. Rev. Karen and 

Sheila S. are going on Oct 9 at 1 pm; you 
are welcome to join them. Contact Karen 
(613 232-2745, kd@standrewsottawa.ca). 
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the home was already beginning to simmer 
ingredients for goulash in a large pot hanging 
over a fire outside. The delicious aroma of the 
stew made all of us work harder and once we 
were finished we enjoyed the hearty meal 
together with the farmer’s family. That evening 
the minister of the local church in Nagybereg 
preached on Acts 28, when Paul visits Malta. 
Verse 2 states, “The native people showed us 
unusual kindness, for they kindled a fire and 
welcomed us all.” Immediately that verse 
resonated with me. The people of the region 
continue to keep their faith and trust in God, 
even during troubled times; and although they 
may not have much, they share in abundance. 

I encourage young people of St. Andrew’s 
between the ages of 19-30 to consider 
participating in a Youth In Mission trip next 
summer. The experience will last a lifetime 
and you will see parts of the world most 
“tourists” never think to visit...all while 
praising God and worshiping with His people. 

50th Anniversary Celebration of 
the Ordination of the Reverend 
Bob Hill 

On Sunday June 21, 2015 Bob Hill lead the 
worship service at Knox Presbyterian Church, 
Westport, where he 
was ordained on 
June 18, 1965. Bob 
served the Westport 
congregation as a 
student minister for 
three years from 
1962 to 1965 while 
commuting to 
Presbyterian College 
in Montreal. 

The order of service 
was largely unchanged from the ordination 
service 50 years ago, with the same scripture 
reading from 1 Corinthians 13 and the same 
hymns. 

A reception was held in the church hall after 
the service as many memories where shared 
and old friendships relaunched. 

Bob’s message was “Fifty Years of Memories”, 
where he recollected highlights and reflections 
of his ministry in Westport, Dawson Creek BC, 
Petrolia ON, Carleton Place ON, and St. 
Andrew’s, Ottawa. 

His trademark optimism and warm humour 
were part of the service, as those who know 
and love him have come to expect. There were 
also Irish anecdotes as are common with Bob 
who was born and raised in Ballyclare, County 
Antrim, Northern Ireland. 

Bob was Interim Minister from 1997 to early 
1999 at St. Andrew’s Ottawa, during the 
search process which ultimately called the 

Rev. Dr. Andrew Johnston. 

Attending the fiftieth anniversary service 
honoring Rev. Bob were his wife and partner 
in ministry, Nancy, and their sons, Sean and 
Patrick, and great grandson, Mason. 

The historic sanctuary was full with members 
and friends including former members of the 
Knox Youth Group which was a priority for 
Bob and Nancy in the 1960s. Bob told 
humorous stories of digging out a new room in 
the church basement for the Youth Group, 
camping during a hurricane and selling 
prepared meals to cottagers to raise funds. 

Nancy J. and John and Janet B. from St. 
Andrew’s were also present at Bob’s 
anniversary service. 

VBS: Unstoppable 
 Alex F. 

Have you ever wondered what the day of 
Pentecost must have been like for the disciples 
of Jesus, and the people of Jerusalem? Can 

you image the heat, the energy, the 
excitement, and even the fear that came from 
the Spirit-filled tongues of fire that 
surrounded them? Can you imagine what it 
must have been like for the Apostles, who 
after having been given the greatest of Gifts, 
were filled by God’s Spirit, and spoke, 
preached, and taught everyone around about 
the Kingdom of God, as Jesus had taught 
them? That unstoppable power of the Holy 
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Spirit, the experience at Pentecost became 
very real for me this year at Vacation Bible 
School, as we, the leaders, and the children 
explored together the power of the “G-Force.” 

“God’s 
love is 
unstoppa
ble,” was 
part of 
the 
refrain of 
one of the 
worship 
songs 
which the 
children sang during morning worship, and as 
we gathered and Praised God, and called upon 
His Spirit for the day the sleepiness of child 
and teacher was washed away, preparing us 
for a new day of exploring God’s Word, and 
experiencing God’s Kingdom together. 

There were 54 kids and 30 leaders who filled 
St. Andrew’s Hall every day with energy and 
enthusiasm. But what was most striking was 
the time that we spent together each 
afternoon. One group spent time learning 
about mission where kids learned about 
refugees and listened to stories about Refugee 
kids from around the world. They also 
collected school supplies for Refugee kids who 
joined school this fall and sent them to Action 
Refugee Montreal. The other group spent time 
in exploring our Sanctuary. There is so much 
to do and see within its walls that we 
discovered more than we could have imagined. 
It was very special to discover the sanctuary 
with the children, and to see it from their 
perspective, as they gathered with me on the 
chancel steps, and looked all around us. As 

we discovered I 
found myself 
going away 
from the 
planned lesson, 
and teaching, 
as I felt led, 
and what we 
learned and 
found with the 
Spirit as our 
Guide was 

unmatched. Taking on the spatial perspective 
of a child gives you the vantage point to more 
fully understand what Christ meant when He 
told us to receive the Kingdom of God like a 
child. 

Kids bring such a different perspective to our 
world, one that we often take for granted, but 
coming out of VBS I questioned who learned 
more, who taught whom, the adults or the 
children. 

Wednesday Evening Study 
Sessions 

Our Autumn season of studies begins October 
28th. Come for a simple supper together at 
6 pm, followed by your choice of study 6:45-
8 pm. There is no cost, a freewill offering will 
be taken for the dinner. 

Register online at 
StAndrewsOttawa.ca/studies, or the sign up 
board in Grant Hall. 

Prophets and Kings of the Old Testament 
 David B. 

The Hebrew nation was on a major collision 
course during the 100 year period between the 
mid-8th century and mid-7th century BC. 

The prophets were arguing with the kings over 
the state of the religion, a religion that had 
fallen into one of idolatry and apostasy, 
fertility rites and child sacrifice. Kings Ahaz, 
Hezekiah and Manasseh draw particular 
attention, lined up opposite the prophets 
Isaiah, Micah, Amos and Hosea. 

To make things worse, the Assyrian Empire 
was on the march with Tiglath-Pileser III, 

Sennacherib and Sargon II as their rulers. 

The crash was heard throughout the Middle 
East. Echoes of it still resound today. 

Studies in Practical Theology 
 The Rev. William MacLellan 

What does the word “Theology” mean to you? 
Have you ever thought of theology as a 
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relevant and practical subject that is basic to 
our beliefs? It is basic to our understanding of 
our faith. This group study will focus on the 
study of theology in a way that is intended to 
make it useful and applicable to our everyday 
life and concerns. 

We will begin with a study of a passage from 
Luke and then discuss the theological 
principle found in it. The topics will be 
around: Forgiveness, Eternal Life, 
Compassion, and Salvation. 

Sacred Dance: Live/Move/Be! 
 Jessica C. 

Inspired by Acts 17:28 (For in God we live and 
move and have our being), we will explore 
scripture, prayer and liturgical responses 
through movement. With attention to breath 
(=live) and presence (=be), we will create dance 
(=move) that draws out the meanings in the 
texts and reveals the necessary immediacy of 
our Christian faith. Men and women welcome 
as well as all ages and abilities. No dance 
experience necessary. Please wear comfortable 
clothing; bare or sock feet preferred. 

Towards a Christian understanding and 
response to suffering 

 The Rev. Dr. Karen Dimock 

What is the role of suffering in a Christian life, 
and how does it mould our response to 
human agony in the world? This is a question 
that confronts us daily: in the things we suffer 
in our own lives, as we come alongside our 
loved ones in their pain and as we engage in 
seeking to relieve the suffering of our brothers 
and sisters around the world. In this six week 
study session we will engage in an ethical and 
theological conversation that brings together 
our Scriptures with the personal experience of 
people around the world. 

Christmas Pageant 

This year’s pageant is going to be an exciting 
journey! During the rehearsal period we are 
going to explore both public speaking and the 
art of tableau. With anthems provided by the 

Children’s Choir, and the congregation singing 
traditional carols, on Christmas Eve we will 
experience a “Lessons and Carols” service with 
a dramatic twist. I am looking forward to 
working with participants of all ages, both the 
young and young at heart. Why should the 
fun of a Christmas pageant be limited to just 
the children and youth? Maybe as an adult 
you miss the excitement of being involved in a 
Christmas service, or maybe you are looking 
for an activity that you can do with your 
children, siblings, or friends. Maybe you are 
new to St. Andrew’s and want to meet 
members of the congregation, or maybe you 
are looking for an interactive way to welcome 

the Christ child this Christmas. The pageant 
on Christmas Eve is a way for us to all 
welcome Jesus together, and experience the 
joy of the season as God’s people. Whatever 
reason brings you, there is a part for you to 
play, either on stage or behind the scenes. We 
will need children, youth, and adult 
volunteers in speaking roles, non-speaking 
roles, and in backstage areas such as lights, 
sound, and costumes. If you are interested in 
joining us for this exciting journey, please 
speak to Tracey Stabback 
(stabbackmusic@sympatico.ca) or Heather 
Pilkey (hp@standrewsottawa.ca). Rehearsals 
will be held throughout the months of 
November and December from 12:45-1:30 in 
the Sanctuary. A healthy snack will be 
provided each week in Grant Hall prior to 
rehearsal. We hope you will consider taking 
this dramatic journey with us! 

Two St. Andreans Following 
Tradition 
 - Jeannette L. 

Sheila P. and 
Jeannette L. 
were elected 
as Vice-
Presidents of 
the National 
Council of 
Women of 
Canada 
(NCWC) at 
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its 122th Annual General Meeting on May 23, 
2015 in Montreal. They are shown here with 
the new President Karen Monnon Dempsey of 
Halifax. 

All three have been members of local, 
provincial and national councils for many 
years. Sheila and Jeannette are following in 
the footsteps of Lady Ishbel Aberdeen who 
having attended the International Council of 
Women meeting in 1888 returned to Canada 
and set up the NCWC in 1893. The Governor-
General of Canada Lord Aberdeen and Lady 
Ishbel attended St. Andrew’s during their 
residence in Ottawa. She also began the 
Ottawa Council of Women in 1894. 

The Councils comprise grass roots 
organisations and individual women, all part 
of a Canadian federation, who raise issues 
important to the welfare of women, children, 
families and other vulnerable members of 
society. We have chosen their “safety and 
security” for collective advocacy in 2015-17. 

The NCWC President is wearing a significant 
“chain of office”. It is a necklace originally 
given to Lady Aberdeen’s daughter on the 
occasion of her marriage in 1907. She 
“regifted” it to the NCWC later. The necklace 
and brooch feature Canadian stones. 

For more information, consult 
www.ncwcanada.com 

St. Andrew’s Scottish Tea and 
Christmas Bazaar 

November 28, 1 – 3:30 p.m. 

HELP WANTED! 

Many hands make for a successful bazaar. 
Please look at your calendar and see if you are 
available to assist in any of the following tasks 
in preparation or during the bazaar: 

 making phone calls in November to 
church members, 

 making heather corsages closer to the 

date of the bazaar 

 setting up during the week leading up to 
the bazaar (November 23-27) 

 helping at the various tables and tea room 
on the day of the event. 

 providing security, and assistance with 
the takedown. 

Donations are gladly accepted for the various 
tables: Art, Attic Treasures, Crafts, Books, 
Linens, Jams & Jellies, Jewellery and the 
Silent Auction. 

Without the tremendous support of the 
congregation and church staff, this major 
fund-raiser of the Women’s Guild would not 
be possible. Proceeds from the tea and bazaar 
support local charities such as the Emergency 
Food Centre, Interval House, the Mission, 
Ottawa Innercity Ministries, Centretown 
Laundry Co-op, Hospice Ottawa, Rape Crisis 
Centre, Salvation Army, Bethany Hope Centre, 
Caring and Sharing Exchange and Elizabeth 
Fry Society, Gracefield Christian Camp and 
Retreat Centre and projects within St. 
Andrew’s Church. 

Contact Gail B. if you are able to help us this 
year, or have any questions.  

Did you know you can give to St. 
Andrew’s using a monthly electronic 

transfer? 

It’s easy. It’s convenient. 

Enrol in the Pre-Authorized Remittance 
program today (PAR). 

For more information, contact 
finance@standrewsottawa.ca 

“Each of you must give as you have made 
up your mind, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” - 
2 Corinthians 9:7 

http://www.ncwcanada.com/
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Ceremony Honouring Dr. Peter 
Henderson Bryce (1853-1932) 
 Sheila S. 

A plaque was unveiled at Beechwood 
Cemetery on August 16, 2015 honouring Dr. 
Peter Bryce, a member of St. Andrew’s 
Church, Ottawa for about 20 years in the 
early 1900s. He advocated on behalf of 
aboriginal children, and his story brings to my 
mind the chorus: 

Dare to be a Daniel! Dare to stand alone! 

Dare to have a purpose bold, and dare to make 
it known! 

Dr. Bryce was recognized for his extensive 
professional and personal accomplishments 
during his lifetime. He organized the 
Department of Health for the Province of 
Ontario in the late 1800s and he was elected 
President of the American Public Health 
Association in 1900. He came to Ottawa in 
1904 when appointed Medical Inspector for 
the Federal Department of Immigration and 
Indian Affairs. He later became our country’s 
Chief Medical Officer. 

Dr. Bryce defied conventional wisdom at the 
expense of an even more stellar career in the 
wake of a confidential report he prepared in 
1907 on the staggering death rates of 
aboriginal children in residential schools. 
Most of the children died of tuberculosis due 
to inferior living conditions, poor nutrition and 
meager health care. His superiors were not 
interested in reform and in 1913 suspended 
his funding for research. Dr. Bryce was 
frustrated and lobbied for improvements but 
waited until he retired in 1921 to release the 
information he had gathered over 17 years. In 

his publication “The Story of a National 
Crime” he asks “How in the world can you be 
satisfied with statistics which show that out of 
900 to 1,000 children which pass through our 
Indian schools, 300 of them pass out of our 
hands to the grave within 10 to 12 years.” 

Now, almost a century later, Dr. Bryce is 
perceived as a hero among aboriginal people. 
Dr. Cindy Blackstock a member of the Gitksan 

First Nation and Executive Director of the 
First Nation Child and Family Caring Society, 
says he restored her faith in humankind 
through his willingness to confront and lay 
blame at his government’s doorstep. Gratitude 
has prompted her to team up with others on 
initiatives that memorialize Dr. Bryce such as 
the Canadian Pediatric Association’s P.H. 
Bryce Award for health care workers who 
advocate for children. In 2008, on the day 
before the Prime Minister’s apology on behalf 
of the government and the people of Canada to 
former students of residential schools, she 
bought flowers in the ByWard Market and 
placed them on his grave with quiet thanks. 

Dr. Blackstock’s initiatives recently 
culminated in a wonderful ceremony at 
Beechwood Cemetery honouring Dr. Bryce. 
About sixty people gathered under a large 
open-sided tent in a clearing right next to Dr. 
Bryce’s grave. Just before the ceremony family 
members and residential school survivors 
present were invited to plant hearts made by 
First Nations children at the gravesite. Cedar 
boughs were available should anyone wish to 
lay on the grave in the aboriginal tradition. 
The ceremony began with everybody gathering 
on the grassy terrace beside the tent and 
joining hands in a circle for a prayer of 
thanksgiving. Our circle then moved slowly 
around 360 degrees while we were encouraged 
to pray silently—easy to do on a warm and 
sunny morning in a beautiful setting. 

Allan Best, an Algonquin and great grandson 
of Dr. Bryce, was the charming and informal 
master of ceremonies. Speakers included Ellie 
Kerr, a granddaughter who remembered 
sitting on his knee, Marie Wilson, a TRC 
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Commissioner, Perry Bellegarde, the National 
Chief of the Assembly of First Nations, the 
aforementioned Dr. Cindy Blackstock and Ed 
Bianchi from KAIROS. Gabrielle Fayette, an 
up-and-coming young aboriginal activist, 
sang. Distinguished visitors included Sheila 
Fraser, a TRC Honourary Witness, and Earl 
Nowegsic of the University of Toronto’s newly 
established University of Toronto 
Waakebiness-Bryce Institute for Indigenous 
Health. I felt honoured to represent the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada at the 
ceremony, and both appreciated and enjoyed 
the morning. 

News from the Fair Trade Booth 
 Diane H. 

The Booth has made a profit of $964.30 in the 
first 6 months of 2015. A big Thank You to all 
members of the congregation that support this 
project which adds $ to the St. Andrew’s 
Refugee Fund. Thanks to Sandra M. and her 
family for volunteering at the booth, and to 
Farid A. for connecting us with the best Olive 
Oil straight from Palestine. 

Dedication of Plaque at Rev. 
William Durie’s Monument 

- Memorials Committee, St. Andrew’s 

On Tuesday, Sept. 29th, 2015 at 11:00 a.m., 
Rev. Dr. Karen Dimock led a short service at 
Beechwood Cemetery to re-dedicate the 
restored monument and to dedicate the 
recently installed plaque at the grave of the 
Rev. William Durie (1804-1847). 

Rev. Durie arrived from Scotland in December 
1846 to become the 3rd minister of St. 
Andrew’s Church, then commonly known as 
The Kirk, or The Scotch Church. His eloquent 
sermons and his deep concern for the poor 
and sick of all creeds endeared him not only to 
his congregation, but also to the larger 
Bytown community. 

Rev. Durie’s ministry lasted just nine months. 
In early June, Irish emigrants began arriving 

in Bytown, some of them infected with typhus, 
also known as Ship Fever. The disease rapidly 
escalated among the emigrants to epidemic 
proportions, overwhelming those who tried to 
care for them. Through that summer, with 
others, Rev. Durie and Father Molloy worked 
hand in hand to do all they could to ease the 
suffering. On Sunday Sept. 12, 1847 at age 43 
and despite all possible care, Rev. Durie died 
of typhus in the stone manse at the south end 
of the church. His funeral service was held at 
St. Andrew’s, and places of public business 
closed during the interment. In sorrow, St. 
Andrew’s congregation erected a large 
horizontal monument, bearing a powerful 

inscription, over Rev. Durie’s grave. The grave 
and monument were later moved to 
Beechwood Cemetery. By 2015, age had taken 
its toll of the monument, which showed 
cracks, faults, and a flaking inscription. 

This summer, the 168-year old monument 
was restored by Catherine Paterson PhD, a 
Conservation Consultant from Guelph, 
Ontario. The plaque, which bears the 
monument’s original inscription, was prepared 
and mounted on granite by Beechwood 
Cemetery staff. St. Andrew’s congregation is 
most grateful to Catherine Paterson for her 
conservation work, and also to Andrew Roy, 
Director of Operations at Beechwood 
Cemetery, and to Beechwood staff for the care 
taken to preserve the monument and the 
memory of the Rev. William Durie. 

Congregational Golf Event 

The 2015 St. Andrew’s Congregational Best-
Ball Golf event coordinated by the Men’s 
Fellowship was contested by 12 keen 
participants on Monday 15 June at the 

Greensmere Golf and Country Club on March 
Road near Carp. The golfers who challenged a 
forecast of Scottish mist were presented with a 
lovely June morning with a glorious sun and 
sky. The event was followed by a lunch at the 
Cheshire Cat Pub near Stittsville on the Carp 
Road. The winning team of Hugh D., Quinn L., 
Andrew L. and Richard L. carded a score of 
76. 
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Next year we encourage ladies of the 
congregation to join the men for this St. 
Andrew’s Golf event. 

 

July BBQ Series 
 Laura M. 

So, what’s better than enjoying beautiful 
summer evenings outdoors? Enjoying them 
every Wednesday in July with 18 to 20 of your 
friends from St. Andrew’s is what! 

Our annual 
July BBQ 
evenings were a 
great hit this 
year with 
terrific 
attendance 
each week. The 
theme this year 
was Modern 
Issues, Ancient Solutions and everyone got 
very involved with the discussions 
surrounding “Young & Old”, “War”, “Conflict 
In the Workplace”, and “Moving”. It was a time 
to get to know one another just a little better 
and these topics seemed to spark an 
understanding in and of everyone. As you can 

tell from the pictures, the discussions involved 
all parties and gave rise to a wide variety of 
further discussions. We may have come for 
the burgers and sausages but we certainly 
stayed to enjoy each other’s company. 

In addition to being blessed with fabulous 
chefs (including one who doesn’t own a BBQ 
at home!), we enjoyed a variety of interesting 
salads and desserts provided by the 

participants. A special mention must be given 
to the best pasta salad it has been my 
pleasure to enjoy in many years as well as 
salads with unusual but tasty ingredients. 

Work is currently underway to set out the 
program for next summer’s get-togethers. 
Please consider joining us – we would love to 
hear what you have to say! 

Let’s Talk About… 

A study and discussion group for all adults, 
we meet the last Sunday of each month in the 

Pottinger Room. A simple lunch from 12:30-1, 
followed by a time of discussion. No 
preparation is needed and it’s okay if you 
didn’t make it to last month’s meeting (there 
won’t be any tests!). Our next gathering is 
October 25th and you’re welcome to join us. 
Speak with Alex F. or Maureen R. if you’ve 
questions. 

The Marco Depestre Foundation 
of Ottawa 
 Greetings from Yvette in Haiti! 

It is practically now a month since I arrived in 
my homeland of Haiti on my yearly mission 
trip as President of the Marco Depestre 
Foundation of Ottawa. I am pleased to report 
to you what the Foundation has been able to 
accomplish with your strong support and that 
of other organizations and supporters in 
Canada and abroad. September is a good 
month for me to visit Haiti as it coincides with 
the back to school period for most of the 
urban schools. The rural schools tend to have 
a later starting date as most peasants 

encounter more difficulties in getting their 
children ready for school. 

This year is no different. Many rural schools 
will start only on October 5th, even though the 
government has asked schools to accept 
pupils without the required uniform as is 
customary. 

During the past weeks, according to a 
schedule prepared by my sister Julia, our 
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Child Sponsorship Monitor, I have had the 
opportunity to meet with the 24 sponsorees 
together with their guardians/parents. In 
general, the overall health of the sponsorees 
has been good. They have grown with the 
exception of one, and their school results have 
been average. The Child Sponsorship - 
Nutrition Supplement continues to be a great 
help in improving the diet of the families who 
benefit from a monthly food voucher. One of 
our generous sponsors from St. Andrew’s has 
doubled the funding so an orphan can enjoy a 
hot meal at school, and another has doubled a 
contribution to this program for one of the 
families. It is very humbling and comforting to 

witness how your hearts have been moved to 
respond to the needs of God’s needy children. 

Many children particularly in the LaSaline 
School, Maro Verger, Laboule 12 received 
school supplies such as notebooks, pens, 
pencils, purchased in Haiti and Canada. 

Through our Humanitarian efforts, gifts of 
clothing and a few pairs of shoes were shared 
between the kindergarten class of LaSaline 
School and to Mrs. Suzanne Paulo, the grand-
aunt of the Beauchamp orphans, for her to 
sell and increase her small scale business. A 
first for me was to visit a children’s ward at 
the hospital in Petit-Goâve and offer to the 
children toys from Ottawa, which lit up their 
faces. 

A small quantity of medical supplies, such as 
boxes of needles and syringes, tylenols and 
children’s vitamins, were distributed to La 
Saline Clinic, Centre Emmanuel, in Jacmel. 

While visiting Yolanda and Markenley Coichy, 
two sponsorees, it was good for my brother 
Etzer and I to witness the doors to their home, 
that we repaired last year, finally being 

installed. 

I had the opportunity to visit Maro Verger on 
September 11th and 24th. Almost fifty of the 
school children gathered with the two school 
teachers, the principal Mr. Ovide Fontin, the 
church representative Mrs. Mireille, and 
community representatives, who welcomed 
me. I was able to reassure them that the 
school building fundraising project was still 

our priority for this year. They were very 
grateful to learn of our Fundraising concert at 
St. Andrew’s last June 13th, when we raised 
$6,200. Special thanks go out to our Minister, 
Doctor Karen Dimock, Session, Rob Robertson 
of Mission and Outreach and the congregation 
for their support of our efforts to rebuild this 
primary school in Haiti. The residents of Maro 
Verger are very grateful to you for responding 
to their needs in the name of Christ 

In closing, I would like to thank you on behalf 
of the MDFO Board of Directors, the Depestre 
family, and all the recipients of our projects 
directed to education, health protection, home 
repairs, potable water, self development and 
humanitarian. 

May the Lord continue to bless the 
congregation of St. Andrew’s! 

Rainbow Circle, 10th 
Anniversary!! 

With autumn, comes the 10th anniversary of 
St. Andrew’s Rainbow Circle.

 

The Pastoral Care Ministry launched our 
group in 2005 to provide pastoral support for 
gay and lesbian people, and their families and 
friends at St. Andrew’s. Originally named 

“Caring for our Loved Ones”, “Rainbow Circle” 
was soon adopted at the suggestion of Sheila 
Lamont. When seen from the heavens, a 
rainbow is indeed a full circle. Biblically, 
rainbows are seen as a sign of God’s promise. 
And the different rainbow colours symbolize 
the diversity within what is commonly referred 
to as the Gay Community. 

Our overall goal is provide a welcoming, 
inclusive, safe space for Christian fellowship 
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and learning. Some participants are St. 
Andreans; others are from our wider church 
community. The spiritual component 
delineates our groups from other support 
groups, and is seen as a vital component 
within our group. Attendance ranges between 
10 and 20, with some coming for a specific 
period when support is most needed, and 
others attending as frequently as possible. 

We meet 8 or 9 times through the year. 
Meetings range from theological study and 
discussion, to sharing and hearing life stories 
from regular participants and guest speakers, 
to learning about programmes and support 
within our broader community. And of course, 
seasonal parties in one of our homes or 
attending concerts and movies. All meetings 
begin with prayer and devotion, include 
opportunities for catching up with one 
another’s news and current events of 
particular interest to our group, and close 
with prayer. 

From time to time, we have met with similar 
groups from other Christian communities, and 
we have an ongoing relationship with a group 
from St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church. 

Later this year or early next year, we look 
forward to engaging with a broader 
representation from St. Andrew’s in study 
coming out of Overtures from this year’s 
General Assembly. 

All members of our church family and the 
community at large are welcome to attend our 
meetings. We hope you will come and join us 
in study and conversation. 

Mark Your Calendars! 

October 3: Women’s Guild Rummage Sale 

October 4: World Wide Communion Sunday 
Services 

October 9: Visit to the Missing Sisters art 
installation at Carleton University 

October 11: Thanksgiving Sunday service 

October 17: Special Communion 1:00 pm 

October 18: Anniversary service as we 
celebrate 188 years of service in Ottawa, 

October 24: Kid’s Church and Mission Possible 
Kids 4:30 pm 

October 25: Reformation Sunday Services 

October 28: Wednesday evening study series 
begin 

November 1: Lunch and learn after worship 
with Aisling Boomgaardt and Nolan Goodman 
discussing their summer mission trips to 
Eastern Europe and Taiwan 

November 8: Remembrance Sunday Services 

November 14: Kid’s Church/Mission Possible 
Kids 

November 15: Covenant Sunday Services 

November 15: Youth Bowling Sunday, 1-3 pm. 
Merivale Bowling Centre. Cost is $10 and 
includes lunch. 

November 19: Next Youth Working Group 
Meeting, 7:00 pm at St. Timothy’s. Please send 
one representative from your congregation. 

November 22: Reception of New Members 
during Sunday Service 

November 28: St. Andrew’s Scottish Tea and 
Bazaar 

November 29: First Sunday in Advent 

December 6: Advent Communion 

December 13: Christmas lunch together after 
worship 

December 20: Choir Christmas Concert 

December 21: Blue Christmas Service 

December 24: 6:30 family service and pageant, 
10 pm lessons and carols.



 

 

 


