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Minister’s Reflections on Lent  
Rev. Dr. Karen Dimock 

We are on a journey. Very often at Lent, and at other times in the church year, we talk about being on 
a journey. It’s a phrase that is used so often in the church, and in the wider world, that I sometimes 
wonder if we need to stop and look at it and wonder what we mean when we are saying it. 

Life’s a journey. I have heard that many times. Perhaps you have as well. The question it sometimes 
raises for me is: Where, then, are we going? What is our destination?  
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This question has taken on increasingly important significance to 
me during Lent this year. In worship we have been exploring the 
idea of home and going home. It is a journey that is both physical 
and spiritual. As incarnate beings, home matters to us. When I 
talk about home, I cannot do so without remembering the places I 
have lived and the family God has put me into. Home is where I 
was raised and where I raised my children. Home is the meals 
shared, the laughter enjoyed together and the hugs and tears 
together. Home is where we know we are welcomed and fed and 
accepted for who we are. It is where we meet mercy and grace and 
learn to offer them as well. Home is where we as human beings are 
going. Spiritually, it is the journey of learning to be at home with 
ourselves, with one another, and with God.  

In his book, Reaching Out:The Three Movements of the Spiritual 
Life, Henri Nouwen talks about the movement from loneliness to 
solitude, from hostility to hospitality, and from illusion to prayer. 
This is very useful for me as I think of the journey home. To find 
home, we need to have a sense of what it looks like and how to 
find it.  

In the Bible, home is described as the Garden of Eden, the 
Promised Land, the Kingdom of Heaven, the Great Banquet Feast 
of the Lamb, the Heavenly City. The people of God are sometimes 
called exiles sometimes sojourners. There is always a sense that 
we are not quite at home and that the journey to get there matters. 
We are pilgrims, not nomads, and that makes a difference. We are 
not aimlessly wandering. We have a destination. And the journey 
doesn’t just take us home. It gets us ready to live there when we 
arrive. Our characters are formed and shaped on the journey, and 
as we travel, we find places we call home. Homes in this world that 
prepare us for our eventual home as well.  

Church is an important part of this and in my life, church homes 
make all the difference. It was in finding myself at home in the 
church that I came to faith. Church is where I learned to pray with 
and for others and where I learned to know and trust that others 
would pray for me. It is in church that I have learned what it 
means to lift up one another in faith. To encourage, support, and 
pray for one another. To laugh and cry and grow together.  

I have been thinking and praying about this a lot during Lent this 
year. As we meditate on the Scriptures and God’s offer of home, as 
we welcome the A-A family to Canada and support them as they 
make home here, as we come together on Sundays and through 
the week, I pray that we may journey well together.  
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About St. 
Andrew’s in Action

We publish our quarterly 
newsletter for the first Sundays 
of March, June, October, and 

December. The next edition will 
be available June 5. The 

deadline for submissions is 
May 23. Please e-mail articles 

and photos to 
StAndrewsInAction@gmail.com
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Readings for 
Holy Week 
Holy Week in 
Jerusalem  
Events unfold quickly during 
the final week in Jerusalem. 
The crowds that cry Hosanna 
on Palm Sunday gather to 
hear Jesus preach in the 
temple over the next few days. 
Meanwhile, the religious 
leaders plot to kill Jesus. On 
Thursday evening, Jesus 
shares the Passover meal with 
his disciples. After dinner, he 
is betrayed and handed over 

for trial. Friday morning, it 
looks like it’s all over: Jesus is 
crucified and laid to rest. On 
Saturday, Jesus lies dead to 
the world and the people of 
God observe the Sabbath. 
Early Sunday morning, a new 
day dawns. 

Palm Sunday, March 
20 
Luke 19: 29–48  

Monday, March 21 

Luke 20: 1–18  

Tuesday, March 22  
Luke 20: 19–47  

Wednesday, March 
23  
Luke 21: 1–38  

Thursday, March 24 
Luke 22: 1–71  

Friday, March 25 
Luke 23: 1–55  

Saturday, March 26 
Luke 23: 56  

Psalms 22–23  

Sunday, March 27 
Luke 24: 1–53 
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Story Time 
Pick up your copy of Story Time by the crayon 

basket in either narthex. Each Sunday, this 
handout offers a picture to colour and a story 

that corresponds to the lessons in church 
school. It is available throughout Lent and 

Easter. 
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Worship During Holy Week and Easter  
Palm Sunday worship, March 20 at 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Sing Hosanna! Both our choirs 
will begin the 11 a.m. service with a palm processional. Through worship, we will reflect on the final 
week of Jesus’ life. Rev. Dimock will preach on Following the Crowd.  

Wednesday Communion, March 23 at 12:10 p.m. In this short service, we will reflect on the 
readings for the day and take communion together. Please join us for lunch afterwards.  

Maundy Thursday, March 24 at 6 p.m. We gather together to share a meal and remember the 
meal that Jesus shared with his disciples the night before he was betrayed. As Jesus and his disciples 
sang a song together after dinner and went out into the garden, we will sing together and remember 
the beginning of Jesus’ passion. This is a meal for all ages. To help us be ready to welcome you, please 
RSVP your attendance to Rev. Karen Dimock or Christine Ball.  

Good Friday, March 25 at 11 a.m. A reading of the Passion of our Lord, interspersed with choral 
and organ music, hymns, and vocal solos by the choir and soloists of St. Andrew’s Church under the 
direction of Thomas Annand. 

Easter Sunday, March 27 breakfast at 9 a.m., worship at 11 a.m. Early on the first day of 
the week… “Christ is risen, Christ is risen indeed!” is the triumphant cry as we gather this morning. 
Come for breakfast and stay to worship.  

What We’re Reading: Not a Fan 
Jide A., Librarian 

“When it comes to Jesus, I am not a fan.” That is the attention-snagging message pastor Kyle 
Idleman hopes readers are repeating by the end of his book, Not a Fan. Addressing all Christians, 
including himself, Idleman writes that “the biggest threat to the church today is fans” who admire 
Jesus but aren’t fully committed to being followers. Using Biblical examples and 11 startlingly honest 
testimonials from present-day followers, the author shows that being a Christian requires sacrifice 
and an all-consuming commitment to Jesus.  
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Membership Matters 

Are you interested in becoming a member of the congregation at St. Andrew’s? Want to 
know more about what is involved? Wondering what being part of the Presbyterian 

Church is all about? 

The Session and Congregation of St. Andrew’s are looking forward to welcoming new 
members during our worship service on April 17. In preparation for this event, there will 

be several discussion sessions with Rev. Dimock and some of the elders of the 
congregation. The first discussion will be held after worship on March 6. Together, we will 

decide when we would like to meet again. 
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Though his message is a direct challenge to the reader, 
Idleman offers humour and conversation instead of guilt 
and condemnation. He takes old themes (e.g., take up 
your cross, suffer for a greater purpose) and repackages 
them with natural wit and 21st century relevance. The 
meat of this succinct message could be lost if the titular 
catchphrase becomes yet another T-shirt slogan. But if 
readers latch onto the deeper meaning, they could find 
themselves re-evaluating everything from their careers to 
their relationships. A refreshing read to recharge jaded or 
apathetic churchgoers. Attribution: Publisher’s Weekly 

Not a Fan will be available in the St. Andrew’s church 
library from the March 13 onwards. Using the library is 
easy: Just pick up the binder on the bookshelf and sign out 
a book by giving your name and your e-mail address or 
phone number. You can borrow a book for up to two 
months. When you’re done with the book, bring it back 
and use the binder to indicate that you’ve returned it. 
Books in the binder are listed alphabetically, using the 
author’s last name. 

Refugee Sponsorship 
St. Andrew’s has shown a long and rewarding 
commitment to assisting refugees. For over 
forty years, our Church has actively helped 
refugees overcome the travails of war, 
persecution and economic deprivation, working 
with families who have chosen to resettle in 
Canada. 

We took another significant step forward in our 
refugee sponsorship program when the A-A 
family arrived in Ottawa on February 18. Wife 
Rasha, husband Issa, and five-year-old 
daughter B. fled from the horrors of the civil 
war in Syria and took refuge in Lebanon. From 
there, they applied to emigrate to Canada, and 
St. Andrew’s sponsored them as refugees. Their 
application was processed as part of the federal 
government’s plan to bring 25,000 Syrian 
refugees to Canada by the end of February.  

A dedicated team led by Barbara S. has been 
working for the past several months to prepare 
to welcome the family. The team has rented and 

furnished an apartment, and plans to help the 
family settle in Ottawa. Imagine the excitement 
as Rev. Dimock and representatives of the team 
met the family on their arrival at the Ottawa 
Airport! Members of the Church will have the 
opportunity to meet the A-A family at an event 
on Sunday March 13. 

The Church’s refugee program continues in 
high gear. On February 1, Kirk Session 
approved a plan to sponsor another Syrian 
refugee. Rana fled her home in Aleppo, Syria 
after a bomb destroyed her home and  killed her 
neighbours. She took refuge in Lebanon with 
her sister’s family. Rana suffers from 
Parkinson’s disease and her sister has been 
caring for her. She and the five members of her 
sisters family applied to emigrate to Canada. 
Knox Church in Ottawa is sponsoring the 
family. We will work with Knox to share 
support, including housing, for the family when 
they arrive in Ottawa. 

Refugee sponsorship is an essential part of our 
outreach mission. It would not be possible 
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Save the Date
This year’s annual 

congregational retreat will be 
September 9-11 at beautiful 
Gracefield Camp, registration 
forms available in early April. 
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without the generosity of church members, 
adherents and friends who continue to donate 
to our Millenium Refugee Fund. The Fund also 

receives substantial support from church 
committees and groups and from the proceeds 
of the Fair Trade Table.  

 

Amkhut Partnership 
Aisling B. 

After February’s snowstorm, Rev. Navneet Vaskala of First Church Amkhut sent a message saying, 
“We pray for your people of Ottawa. God give you mercy.” Our Christian family in India had just 
completed their five-day annual convention, during which they hosted 1,500 people for worship and 
meals and re-dedicated their church after more than a year of renovation work. We shared in their 
celebration as best we could, drinking chai and looking at pictures and video of the festivities through 
social media in St. Andrew’s Hall. 

First Church and St. Andrew’s share the joy of being busy and growing congregations. The 
renovations involved removing side doors, thereby expanding the sanctuary to include the veranda. 
One of the reasons for the renovation was that many people were left sitting outside on Sunday 
mornings. The church imported marble from Rajasthan for the floors, refitted the electrical system, 
and repainted both the interior and exterior.  

Alongside the renovations, Amkhut hosted a weekend youth conference in November for 400 young 
people of diocese of Bhopal. It was the first time the church had hosted such an event. By all accounts 
it was a faith-filled time. The theme of Romans 12:2, “Do not be conformed to this world,” was a 
reaction to the fact that many young people in the region can now access all sorts of material via their 
cell phones and the internet.  

At our Thanksgiving, I described the “festival” to Rev. Navneet. He mentioned that in Amkhut, 
farmers had also finished their harvest and it would soon be winter. A number of farmers migrated to 
the nearby state of Gujarat for the winter so they could make a decent living. This makes for a 
difficult time for women and children left behind. 
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Did you know you can give to St. Andrew’s using a monthly electronic 
transfer? 

It’s easy. It’s convenient. Enrol in the Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR) program today. For 
more information, contact finance@standrewsottawa.ca. 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” - 2 Corinthians 9:7
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The season of Advent culminated with a week of festivities in Amkhut, including an all-female 
Christmas pageant. At New Year’s we received the following greeting: “Happy new year to St. 
Andrew’s church people. We received the Sunday School greeting card and newsletter. Thank you 
very much. Tonight we do midnight worship and dinner. Then morning 9:00 a.m. congregation 
worship. The first week of the year is a whole week of prayer meetings.” A man who had fallen from a 
tree, but was not injured, hosted that evening’s dinner. His way of thanking God was to provide a 
meal for His people.  

Our brothers and sisters in Amkhut always confirm that they feel very safe as Christians in Madhya 
Pradesh. They pray for Syrian Christians every Sunday because they know Syrian Christians do not 
feel safe at this time.  

We had hoped to host two young men from Amkhut when they visited Canada for Canada Youth 
2014, the Presbyterian youth event. For CY16, we hope there will be two young men and two young 
ladies. Please keep them in your prayers as they apply again for visas in New Delhi. 

On Being an Elder 
Stuart M., Election Co-ordinator 

We asked three of our elders to reflect on their 
experiences as elders and the meaning of being 
an elder.  

Heather P. 
When I got a phone message one day asking 
that I call the minister, all sorts of scenarios 
went through my mind. Being asked to stand 
for election as an elder was not one I had even 
remotely considered. The question came at a 
time when I was not involved in the life of the 
congregation to any great degree and indeed, 
was only just starting to regularly attend 
worship again. My first inclination was to turn 

the request down outright, but the more I 
thought about it, the more it seemed that this 
was a point of time in my life where this might 
be a good fit. Being an elder has provided me 
with a wonderful opportunity to get to know 
members of the congregation I might not 
otherwise have occasion to encounter. It is one 
way to give back to a church that has been a 
part of me for almost 40 years. I have served on 
the Invitations Committee, the Stewardship 
Committee and the Roll Revision Committee, 
and am currently serving as the Recording 
Clerk for Kirk Session. There have been ups and 
downs along the way, but the chance to be part 
of a growing, thriving church in this capacity is 
very meaningful and exciting. The more you put 
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into being an elder, the more you and the 
church will get out of it. 

Robert F. 
“Good Night, Mr. Ferris” breaks the quiet of a 
May 1990 evening, in the wee voice of a 
preschooler from a second floor bedroom 
window, as I walk down the path of his parents’ 
home to my car. I had just finished an elder 
visit to this household. Young David was ready 
for bed when I had arrived and willingly went to 
bed after he had met “his elder”. 

I have had the privilege of serving as an elder in 
three congregations since my ordination in 
1985, excluding some periods of respite. To this 
day, I still feel overwhelmed by the 
responsibility associated with eldership and am 
far too familiar with my shortcomings. 

Like so many other elders, I have participated 
in countless meetings, carried out a wide range 
of congregational duties, shared experiences 
with numerous households, and celebrated 
communion with thousands of people. My 
service has included comforting the elderly in 
nursing homes and being with parents at the 
bedside of their young daughter as they 
disconnected all life support. My visits have 
taken me into situations where I have 
experienced mostly hospitality but sometimes 
indifference and even hostility. However, I 
know that I am not alone as I carry out my 
duties. God’s support is always there for the 
asking, along with the support and influence of 

some of the elders and ministers with whom I 
have served over the years. 

“Good Night, David,” I reply as I look up at that 
little face before walking to my car. 

Arnold G. 
In thinking about how to describe what being 
an elder means to me, I knew that it was more 
than the Session deliberations, committee 
meetings and visitations in which we 
participate. As I composed my thoughts, I came 
to realize a few important things. 

Each of us has our own unique set of talents, 
skills and life experiences. The foundations of 
these were given to us at birth and as God has 
cared for us along our way, our skills and life 
experiences continue to grow and expand. As 
we build on our past we undertake more 
activities and we find more opportunities to 
share our gifts with others. 

Our service and endeavours as elders provide a 
unique opportunity to grow and to share in a 
common goal of enjoying the life that God has 
given us to live. We learn and help others to 
learn. We serve and help others to serve. We 
experience joy and sorrow and walk within their 
joy and sorrow. We work together with others, 
as a group whose whole is greater than the sum 
of all the individuals, to provide a milieu where 
all may come to know the love of our Creator 
and His wish that we may live together in peace 
and joy to experience each day the blessings of 
the world in which He has placed us. 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Curling 
January 31, 

2016
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St. Andrew’s Women’s Retreat 
Discovering Hope for Hard Times and 
for the Everyday 
Saturday, April 30, 2016 

For the women of St. Andrew’s and their friends, a day 
away to explore people’s stories and engage in our own 
experiences. To explore together the unexpected ways 
God meets us and calls forth HOPE from within. 

We will be gathering Saturday, April 30, 9:30 a.m. – 
4:30 p.m. at Gloucester Presbyterian in Ottawa South 
(the Conroy/Lorry Greenberg/Hunt Club triangle). The 
cost is $20. 

Register online at StAndrewsOttawa.ca/HOPE or 
speak with Laura M. 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Burns Supper, January 23, 
2016
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A Visit from Guy 
Smagghe 

In February, St. 
Andrew’s 
welcomed Guy 
Smagghe, the 
Director of 
Presbyterian 
World Service 
and Development 
(PWS&D). 

Though new to his position, Guy has worked at 
PWS&D for eighteen years as a program co-
ordinator. Before that, Guy worked as an 
administrator for Doctors Without Borders in 
Montreal and Nairobi, and conducted field 
work in Ecuador with indigenous peoples. He 
holds a Master’s degree in International 
Development from the University of Toronto.  

Guy spoke about his work at both services and 
gave a slide presentation on his current 
projects. He also attended a meeting of 
ministers from our Presbytery, which was held 
at St. Andrew’s. PWS&D’s mission encompasses 
three main areas: funding development 

projects, providing disaster relief, and 
managing the refugee sponsorship process for 
congregations. This latter responsibility has 
been an immense challenge given the wonderful 
response of Presbyterian churches to the Syrian 
crisis. PWS&D has played an invaluable role in 
facilitating sponsorships. 

A good example of PWS&D’s effective 
development work is its current campaign on 
behalf of women’s rights around International 
Women’s Day on March 8, and this year’s 
theme of Gender Parity. This work is inspiring 
change in Malawi, Ghana, Afghanistan, 
Guatemala and Haiti. In Ghana, for example, 
PWS&D is working on behalf of women 
accused of witchcraft, helping to reunite them 
with their families after years of exclusion. 
PWS&D’s program strengthens an awareness of 
human rights, mental illness and other health 
issues that are mistakenly attributed to 
witchcraft. 

All members of the congregation are 
encouraged to provide financial support to 
PWS&D through weekly offerings, including 
PAR, or directly through the PWS&D website 
at presbyterian.ca/pwsd. 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission  
The final report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) was received in Ottawa on 
December 15, 2015. Several Presbyterians attended the meeting, including Stephen Kendall, the 
principal clerk of the General Assembly, Stephen Allen, the associate Secretary of Justice Ministries, 
and Rev. Karen Horst, the moderator of our General Assembly. Rev. Horst addressed the meeting on 
behalf of the denomination. Her remarks are printed below.  

Stephen Allen thanked the Presbyterians who came. He remarked that it was, like the other TRC 
events, an extraordinary and historic moment.  

He mentioned that his specific images and memories of the event were the empty chairs on the stage 
symbolizing the residential school students who did not return home and Prime Minister Trudeau’s 
experiences with a teacher who passed over a chapter on Indigenous people, saying that it contained 
nothing of interest.  

Through a period of seven years ending in June 2015, the TRC listened to the stories of 6,750 
survivors of the residential school system. The final report contains 94 recommendations that cover 
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http://presbyterian.ca/pwsd/


MARCH 1, 2016 WWW.STANDREWSOTTAWA.CA

both the legacy of the system and the reconciliation needed now. The final report is available online 
at www.trc.ca.  

Chief Justice Murray Sinclair, who chaired the TRC, has said that education is the key to moving 
forward. In his words, “education is what got us here and education is what will get us out.” As we at 
St. Andrew’s formulate our response to the TRC, we are planning several activities that centre on 
educating ourselves.  

The Mission and Outreach team will be organizing a visit to Wabano later in the spring. Located not 
far from downtown, this organization provides culturally sensitive medical services, social services 
and support, and youth programs for Ottawa’s aboriginal people. 

Reverend Gordon Williams, a retired PCC minister and residential school system survivor, will be 
joining us for Sunday worship in late May. We will reflect and pray on the nature of reconciliation 
and our continued calling to be part of this work.  

There are some new books on the subject in our library, including Speaking My Truth, compiled by 
CBC journalist Shelagh Rogers, who was an honorary witness at the TRC.  

The Presbyterian Church in 
Canada Remarks at the Release of 
the Final Report of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission of 
Canada 
The Reverend Karen Horst, Moderator, 141 General 
Assembly 

Ottawa, December 15, 2015 

I acknowledge the territory of the Algonquin 
peoples with thanksgiving for their stewardship 
of this land. 

Survivors, Elders, Commissioners, colleagues, 
and partners in this ongoing journey of 

reconciliation: My name is the Reverend Karen 
Horst, Moderator of The Presbyterian Church 
in Canada. 

With others who have spoken this afternoon, I 
am honoured to be present today on behalf of 
our church. I am pleased to say that we 
welcome and honour the final report of the 
Commission. Over the past six years, we have 
witnessed the tremendous dedication of the 
commissioners: Justice Murray Sinclair, Chief 
Wilton Littlechild, and Marie Wilson. We thank 
you for your work and assure you of our 
continued prayers as you take up new 
challenges, and hopefully enjoy some well-
deserved rest! 
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Presbyterians attending the reception at the 
Shaw Centre following the release of the final 
TRC report on December 15, 2015. From left 
to right: Elspeth R. (St. Andrew’s), Betty N. 
(Knox), Sheila S. (St. Andrew’s), Stan C. (St. 

Giles), Christine Ball (St. Andrew’s and 
Westminster), Rev. William Ball (Westminster).

http://www.trc.ca
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We have witnessed the painful testimony of 
many survivors, whose truth is now partly 
contained within these seven volumes. We 
salute the courage of all of you who have 
contributed to hearings publicly and in private. 
We also acknowledge those who did not feel 
they could speak through this process and 
respect your experience. And we remember 
those who have died before being able to share 
their personal experience. We especially 
remember the many children who did not 
return home. 

And so I speak today with mixed emotion. 
Along with ongoing sadness and shame at what 
we now know about this legacy and the part our 
church played in it, I am also encouraged and 
hopeful. 

I am encouraged because I know that many 
more Canadians, and certainly more 
Presbyterians now know much more about the 
legacy of residential schools than they did at the 
beginning of the work of the Commission. I am 
also encouraged that many of these people are 

deeply committed to carrying on with the 
journey that again today has only just started. 

And I come with hope, knowing that the 
Commission has given us the tools we will need 
for that journey forward, both in this 
momentous report and in the National Centre 
for Truth and Reconciliation. We are now much 
better equipped than we were to continue to 
hear and study the truth, to combat the ongoing 
effects of colonialism and to advocate for justice 
in those areas of Canadian society where the 
gaps between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
remain far too wide: education, safety for 
women, clean water, access to health care, 
reasonably priced food, land and housing. 

Our church is committed to staying on the 
journey of reconciliation and to working in 
partnership with First Nation, Inuit and Métis 
peoples, and with all people of good will who 
share the common vision and challenge for our 
country that the Commission has laid before us. 

In the spirit of healing and reconciliation,  

Megwich  

Conservation of the Reverend William Durie 
Monument 
Catherine P., PhD 

Conservation work on the monument for the Reverend William Durie in the summer of 2015 brought 
together a team that included the St. Andrew’s Church Memorials Committee, staff at Beechwood 
Cemetery, and me, a cemetery conservation consultant. Work involved monument assessment, 
repair, and documentation. It was followed by a graveside rededication ceremony in September, to 
coincide with the 187th anniversary of the establishment of St. Andrew's Church.  

While Rev. Durie was in Ottawa less than a year prior to his death, his life and history are well 
documented. The inscription on Rev. Durie’s monument is notable for its level of detail about his 
arrival in Ottawa in 1846 from Glasgow, his ministry at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, and his 
death in 1847 from typhus after tending to recently arrived immigrants who fell sick during the city-
wide epidemic. Current members of St. Andrew’s Church congregation have also found details of Rev. 
Durie’s life in Scotland and time in Ottawa through extensive research.  

The location, condition, and previous repairs of the Durie monument add another layer to the history 
of Rev. Durie in Ottawa. They show how he has been remembered over the generations since his 
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death. The monument for Rev. Durie has stood in Beechwood 
Cemetery since the late 19th century, when it was relocated 
from Sandy Hill Cemetery. As cities grew in the 19th century, it 
became increasingly common to relocate established 
cemeteries to more rural areas. Rev. Durie is now buried in 
Section 37 in a lot with his brother’s family.  

Assessment of the Durie monument involved fully inspecting 
and recording its condition to identify the issues impacting 
the box tomb’s long-term stability and appearance. During 
this phase, the Beechwood crew lifted off the ledger stone so 
the internal construction of the monument could be assessed. 
Despite appearances, box tombs are not designed to have 
remains placed within their core. While the interior of box 
tombs are often filled with rubble rock or brick, the Durie 
monument was empty.  

The conditions of the monument walls and ledger stone were 
the two main areas of concern identified during the 
assessment. These were the focus of a conservation plan 
submitted to the St. Andrew’s Memorials Committee. The 
plan documented the monument’s condition and 
recommended work to stabilize and conserve the stone. Work 
was then carried out over several stages in July and August.  

The walls of the monument were originally joined with iron 
cramps, commonly used in historical masonry, but 
problematic over time due to corrosion. The iron cramps were 
removed and replaced with stainless steel cramps that were 
designed to extend further into the walls compared to the 
originals. Cracks running through the walls relate to the 
installation of the limestone. Its natural bedding layers are 
oriented vertically, rather than horizontally. As the movement 
of water can expand these cracks over time, fibreglass dowels 
were inserted through the cracks to support the limestone. 

The ledger stone is broken into three pieces and exhibits 
extensive deterioration. While it is unknown when the ledger 
stone was broken, there appear to be two separate repairs, 
including metal cramps (no longer in place) and a cement 
repair. The cement repair is in line with work commonly done 
in Ontario in the 1960s and 1970s, but the cramp repair 
appears to be much earlier, suggesting that the monument 
could have broken during its transportation to Beechwood.  

Overall, the condition of the ledger stone relates to it being 
the most exposed area of the monument, one that experiences 
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Limestone walls showing 
original iron cramps and 

cracks

Fibreglass dowels secure 
cracks through the ledger 

stone

Ledger stone detail showing 
deterioration, cracking, and 

previous repairs (cramp 
holes and cement)
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extensive saturation and evaporation. Because the inscription 
covers this entire surface, it has deteriorated over the years. 
Unfortunately, it is not possible to reverse the deterioration, 
but a gentle cleaning of the stone with plastic bristle brushes 
and water greatly improved the legibility of the remaining 
inscription. Further work included removing and replacing 
the cement with a lime-based mortar mix and inserting 
fibreglass dowels to support two cracks running through the 
ledger stone. The last step of the repairs involved lifting the 
ledger stone back onto the walls, on top of a bed of lime-based 
mortar. The entire monument was wrapped in damp burlap 
and plastic bags to allow the mortar to set under ideal 
conditions. 

Finally, a report documenting all aspects of work on the Durie 
monument was submitted to the Memorials Committee. 
Documentation of all work is a crucial step in the conservation 
process as it ensures that future generations have access to 
the details of the methods and materials used.  

The ceremony on September 29, 2015 to mark the 187th 
anniversary of the congregation’s establishment celebrated 
the memory of Rev. Durie and the monument erected by his 
congregation in 1847. As members of the current St. Andrew’s 
congregation gathered in 2015, a granite monument 
replicating the box tomb inscription was unveiled. The 
original inscription will continue to gradually deteriorate, but 
the new stone ensures that Rev. Durie’s story will remain 
visible to all those who pass by or seek out his resting place at 
Beechwood Cemetery.  

Let’s Talk About…What We 
Talk About! 
 Laura M. 

The last Sunday of every month, a group of interested people 
gather to talk about… pretty much anything and everything. 
We join together for a light lunch and a quick prayer for 
guidance and our discussions grow from there. 

We’ve talked about environmental concerns. We’ve talked 
about the sacraments. We’ve talked about what the church 
means to us. We’ve even talked about that fantastic Christmas 
concert. The focus is positive thinking and an opportunity to 
express our individual views in a meditative and positive 
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Ledger stone before 
cleaning with water

Ledger stone after cleaning 
with water

Monument wrapped in 
damp burlap and plastic to 

allow mortar to set 
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environment.  

We are a widely diverse group in age, experience and viewpoints, and we would love you to join us. 
Please consider this your individual invitation. Try it out once and we’re sure you’ll return month 
after month. 

We generally meet the last Sunday of the month in the Pottinger room. Here’s what we’re talking 
about this spring: 

March 20th: The Messiah and the Old Testament (led by David B.) 

April 24: Church Government (led by Rev. Dimock) 

May 29: Learning from the Scriptures (led by Alex F.)  

Updates from Christian 
Education 
Christine Ball  

Last Sunday, we celebrated the Sacrament of 
Baptism. It is a real joy to participate in the 
welcoming of a young one into the family of 
God. The congregation sang, 

 “Child of God, your loving parent, learn to 
know whose child you are;  

grow to laugh and sing and worship, trust and 
love God more than all.”  

It is the desire of the parents and congregation 
that this precious child will grow in faith 
surrounded by the love of the St. Andrew’s 

family. As a congregation, we promised to keep 
the child and the family in prayer and to 
nurture and care for their child.  

We know how to sustain the physical health of 
the children. We are confident that we can seek 
opportunities for their learning and foster their 
talents and interests. Nurturing the spiritual 
development of a child can be more challenging. 
How will they “grow to laugh and sing and 
worship?” How will they learn to trust and love 
God?  

My experience is that children very naturally 
experience the wonder and mystery of God and 
we as adults can learn from them how to hear 
the stories of our faith with fresh ears. Like 
children, we can learn to feel awe at the mystery 
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Congratulations to the children of our 
church school for their outstanding 

contribution to the 2015 Imagine Justice 
Art Exhibition held by the Church Council 

on Justice and Corrections. Thanks to 
Rebecca B. for organizing us in the 

participation of this event, submissions to 
the exhibition can be seen at www.ccjc.ca/

imagine-justice 

http://www.ccjc.ca/imagine-justice
http://www.ccjc.ca/imagine-justice
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of God and wonder at his presence with us. St. 
Andrew’s offers many ways for the whole 
community, children and adults, to serve, 
worship and grow together. 

St. Andrew’s celebrates an Open Table for the 
Sacrament of Communion. The church 
recognizes that the gift of grace is for all of 
God’s children, regardless of age and therefore 
children are invited to participate at the Lord ‘s 
Table.  

Church school provides the opportunity to learn 
about God through age appropriate activities 
and stories. Most classes use Seasons of the 
Spirit Curriculum. This is a wonderful and 
creative resource that encourages the students 
to use all the senses to learn. Most weeks, the 
children’s lesson and the sermon in worship 
will explore the same scripture.  

The 5- and 6-year-old class uses Young 
Children in Worship. This Montessori-based 
material encourages the children’s wonder and 
sense of mystery to listen and re-tell the biblical 
story in a worshipful way. It helps equip the 

children to participate more fully in worship 
with the congregation.  

Intergenerational Worship intentionally 
includes the whole of the community gathered 
to worship God. Join us on Palm Sunday for the 
palm procession and on Maundy Thursday for 
the congregational meal and interactive 
worship 

Kids’ Church and Mission Possible Kids gather 
Saturday afternoons each month to worship in 
the centre of the sanctuary. What a joy to see 
the children feel totally comfortable in this 
beautiful space and able to share child-centred 
worship with their families. Following the 
worship, the families can participate in a simple 
mission project and then celebrate with a 
family-style meal.  

St. Andrew’s recognizes that your home is the 
most important place for the children to 
experience God’s love and experience faithful 
living. When families come to St. Andrew’s for 
the gift of baptism, they also receive the gift of 
God’s Word. Family time together reading bible 
stories or other faith-based books will be fondly 
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Pancake Supper 
February 9, 2016
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remembered. If you are looking for a good Bible 
storybook try the Spark Story Bible. You can 
also find a quiet moment at church to read one 
of the lovely books in the children’s reading 
space in Grant Hall.  

This month each family received a Lenten 
Family Devotion Book. It includes a simple 
verse of scripture, rhymes and a seek and find 

activity for each day. We hope that it will be 
enjoyed by the whole family. 

We are a Lenten people—disciples on a journey 
of faith.  

May you and your children and grandchildren 
be encouraged knowing that you walk in 
community.  

White Gift Sunday and the Mitten Tree 
Jeanie H. 

For the past several years, St. Andrew’s has extended the Christmas spirit by giving to community 
schools. On the designated Sunday, St. Andreans place their books wrapped in white paper into 
baskets for the school. Each school provides a ‘wish list’ of books for its library and the books are 
delivered by elves from St. Andrew’s. In the past, books have been delivered to Centennial School, 
Cambridge School, W. E. Gowling School and Connaught School. It is wonderful to visit these schools 
and see the new books on the shelves. The thank-you letters have been a joy to read!  

This year, St. Andrew’s supported the school library at Queen Mary 
Street Public School on White Gift Sunday. School principal Cindy 
B. wrote, “Our small school desperately needs new books. Many of 
the books on our shelves are terribly out of date. Our school 
demographic is such that we are unable to raise funds for the library 
on our own.” You can still check out the school website and see that 
Queen Mary Public School is indeed a very special place.  

We also accepted the invitation to support the school with a Queen 
Mary Mitten Tree! Cindy B. wrote, “Our students love to play outside 

during the winter months. As a staff, we take it upon ourselves to make sure that our kids are always 
dressed for the weather. We would welcome your support with the collection of warm mittens for our 
students. Our area of need is mittens for children ages 4 to 12. We are grateful for the opportunity to 
have a partnership with St. Andrew’s Ottawa and we look forward to meeting with you on December 
13 to share with you some great stories from our students and staff. Thank you for reaching out.” 

On Sunday, December 13, Cindy B. and the school’s librarian, Petra A., attended the second service. 
They spoke to the congregation about their school and thanked St. Andrew’s for supporting them 
through the White Gift Sunday. After the children’s time in the sanctuary, they joined in the church 
school opening assembly, where Petra read the appropriately titled book, 
The Mitten, by Jan Brett. 

On Tuesday, January 12, a special snowy afternoon delivery was made 
to Queen Mary Street School. Perfect weather for mittens and reading a 
book after recess! Cindy, Petra and Kim welcomed the arrival and 
looked forward to unwrapping the books for a wonderful New Year 
celebration. St. Andreans provided almost 200 books and dozens of 
mittens, hats and scarves.  
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On Thursday, February 11, students and staff welcomed Christine Ball and Jeanie Hicks to an 
unwrapping party. A lot of organization went into this special assembly. Cindy B. and the students 
welcomed us and thanked St. Andrew’s for their generosity. Petra A. read A Good Trade, by Alma 
Fullerton, a simple but powerful story on the value of a gift. The event also included a full-screen 
presentation and reading of I Am Generous, by David Parker and The Giving Tree, by Shel 
Silverstein. Then the fun began: It was time to open the gifts! 

Soon, the white wrapping paper was picked up and everyone was checking out the books. There was 
so much excitement and paper flying around we had difficulty getting photos! As thank you gifts, 
students made personalized bookmarks for the children in our church school. 

It was a wonderful afternoon full of thanks for St. Andreans who have come to know Queen Mary 
Public School. Stay tuned for White Gift Sunday 2016!  

What is Canada Youth 
2016? 
Aisling B. 

Canada Youth (CY) is a five-day event which 
takes place every two years at Brock University, 
in southern Ontario. It is a gathering, a 
celebration, a rally, and a time for hundreds of 
young Canadian Presbyterians to meet each 
other and to grow together in faith. 

This year’s theme comes from Ephesians 2:20–
22, “Joined together as God’s dwelling place, 
we are home.” Since 2000, CY has been a 
gathering place for Presbyterian youth to 
worship, play, create, learn, dance, act, make 
new friends, study scripture, share joy, laugh, 
discover, play crazy games, reflect, pray, sing 
and share. There are three tracks:  

The Youth Track is for youth to age 19 who 
have completed grade 9 and up. During the day 
they will meet together in small groups, make 
new friends, and have the chance to participate 
in a variety of activities. 

The Discipleship Track is for young adults 
ages 18 and over. This is an excellent experience 
for youth who wish to explore what it means to 
be a follower of Jesus in their own context, 
whether it be at school, at work, or in their 
community.  

The Youth Ministry Training Track is for 
anyone over the age of 18. The title of the track 
is misleading: You do not need to be a youth 
minister. This track is for anyone interested in 
being a youth leader or simply curious about 
issues facing young people today. It is also a 
great way to meet other leaders from around 
the country. Exceptional plenary sessions will 
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From October 2014 to December 2015 the church 
school of St. Andrew’s raised $2,024.66 through 
weekly offerings. The children and youth learned 

about the important work being done by the 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank around the world. They 
are happy to know that all of their offerings will be 

matched dollar for dollar by the Canadian 
government through its Syria Emergency Relief Fund.
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be led by Amanda Drury of Indiana Wesleyan 
University.  

CY16 takes place July 5–10. If you are 
interested in attending either as a participant in 

any of the tracks or as a chaperone, please 
check the website for more information: 
presbyterian.ca/cy2016 and speak with 
Christine Ball. The registration fee is $550 for 
the week. Financial support is available.  

Summer at St. Andrew’s  
It’s only March but the Christian Education Committee is already planning and preparing for 
summer activities! We welcome you to join us Sunday, April 3 after the 11:00 a.m. service to learn 
more about all the ways you can be involved and participate. This will be particularly helpful to 
parents who might have questions about children and youth programs.  

Canada Youth 2016 is happening July 5–10 at Brock University. From August 22–26, we will host 
our annual Vacation Bible School for preschool and elementary children ages 4+. VBS is a 
volunteer-driven program, so youth and adults are encouraged to join us. This year the theme is 
SurfShack VBS Summer Camp: Catch the Wave of God’s AMAZING love!  

Gracefield Christian Camp is open for summer registration. This is our local Presbyterian camp 
offering summer overnight camp experiences for youth ages 5–18 as well as a leader in training 
program for those aged 16–18. Camperships and financial support are available for CY16 and camp. 
Please speak with Rev. Karen Dimock.  

We are praying that four young people from Amkhut, India — two boys and two girls — will join us 
the last week of June. Right now there is a small Planning Committee. If you are interested in 
helping, please speak with Crawford S.  

Join us downstairs in St. Andrew’s Hall on April 3. Bring your questions and enthusiasm!  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The St. Andrew’s Children’s Choir had a busy January with an afternoon retreat and a 
performance at the Burns Supper. Check out our new bulletin board in St. Andrew’s Hall to see 

what we have been up to!
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Colour these eggs to celebrate Lent!  
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