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Minister's Reflections 
Rev. Dr. Karen Dimock 

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
Wonderful are your works; 

that I know very well – Psalm 139:14 
As we begin a new year in the life of your congregation, we are reading from the book of Genesis, the 
book of beginnings. 
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Beginnings matter! As we grow up we hear our parents tell us the 
story of our birth and our baptism or perhaps our adoption. We 
clamour to hear again the story of our first day of school and the first 
time we rode a two wheeler. Our beginnings matter. They tell us who 
was with us, whose hopes and dreams helped bring us to life and 
encouraged us along the way. The stories of our beginnings remind us 
that life itself is a gift. When we think of our coming into the world, we 
remember how we actually had nothing whatsoever to do with it. Gift 
and providence, grace, we celebrate these things as we remember how 
in the beginning it was love that called us to life. 

Genesis is the story of beginnings. Not just a beginning but all 
beginnings. Some would say that there is no end of beginnings in 
Genesis and if you look closely at the translation provided by the 
NRSV (New Revised Standard Version, found in the pews at St. 
Andrew's) the text says "in beginning" not "in the beginning". It is a 
process not a point in time, a telling not just of what God once did, but 
of how God continues to act in the world. 

I know that very often we open the book of Genesis, especially the first 
two chapters and get caught up in arguments about science and faith 
and creation. What if we suspend those for a while? I for one am not 
convinced after all that this is how God wants us to begin. Rather I 
believe as we open up our Bibles and read how in beginning, God's 
Spirit hovers over the chaos and God's word calls forth light from 
darkness, we are given hope and insight into how God is at work even 
now. We are reminded of the universal goodness of creation and as we 
read about our own place in the world, we are reminded of how God 
wants to keep on blessing the world and how we are called to be part 
of that. 

As we start a new year at St. Andrew's, as the choirs and the church 
school, the Bible Studies and the Outreach programs, the pastoral 
care team make new beginnings, this is Good News indeed! Watch for 
the Spirit, listen for God's word and look and wonder as life and light 
break forth! 

This Thanksgiving while you're enjoying the good food and the long 
weekend, take a moment to be thankful for Presbyterians. The 
Presbyterian Church in Canada was a prime motivator for the 

Thanksgiving holiday, led by our minister Rev. Dr. Daniel Milner 
Gordon in the 1870's. (Thanks to Sheila U. for this reminder of our 

history!) 
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The quarterly newsletter is 
published the first Sunday in 
October, December, March, 

and June. The next edition will 
be available December 3rd and 
the deadline for submissions is 
November 15th. Please respect 
the deadlines for submissions. 

You may email your articles 
and photos at any time to 

StAndrewsInAction@gmail.com
.

About St. Andrew's 
in Action

mailto:StAndrewsInAction@gmail.com?subject=
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The Work of Our 
National Church 
Judy D. 

Sunday, September 25 was Presbyterians 
Sharing Sunday. Presbyterians Sharing is how 
we support the work of our national 
denomination—The Presbyterian Church in 
Canada (PCC). The work of the PCC helps 
define who we are and what is important to us. 
That work takes many forms which range from 
sponsoring Canada Youth which happened this 
summer, to developing Sunday School 
resources, to supporting the theological 
colleges, to providing resources for important 
mission activities. Our national denomination 
also participates with other ecumenical partners 
in a number of areas. Our contributions to the 
PCC through Presbyterians Sharing helps make 
that possible. These ecumenical partners work 
in a wide variety of areas. Below are just of few 
of those partner organizations whose focus is on 
poverty reduction and social justice. 

Church Council on Justice and 
Corrections 
The Church Council on Justice and Corrections 
(CCJC) was established in 1972. The CCJC 
promotes a restorative approach to justice with 
an emphasis on addressing the needs of victims 
and offenders, mutual respect, healing, 
individual accountability, community 
involvement and crime prevention. 

Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank (CFGB) 
The mission of Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank is to 
end global hunger. They 
do this by collecting grain 
and cash donations for projects submitted by 
their 15 member agencies and partners. They 
also provide expert advice to our members and 
partners; manage the procurement and supply 

of food commodities; and engage in public 
policy and education activities related to hunger 
and food security. 

KAIROS Canadian 
Ecumenical Justice 
Initiatives 
KAIROS unites 11 Canadian 
churches and religious 
organizations in a faithful 
ecumenical response to the 
call to "do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your 
God" (Micah 6:8). KAIROS advocates for social 
change, amplifying and strengthening the 
public witness of its members. 

Project Ploughshares 
Project Ploughshares is an ecumenical agency 
of the Canadian Council of Churches 
established in 1976 to implement the churches' 
call to be peacemakers and to work for a world 
in which justice will flourish and peace abound. 
Project Ploughshares works to identify, develop, 
and advance approaches that build peace and 
prevent war, and promote the peaceful 
resolution of political conflict. 

World Communion of Reformed 
Churches 
The World Communion of Reformed Churches 
(WCRC) is a network of 230 Protestant 
churches in 108 countries with a combined 
estimated membership of 80 million people. 
The WCRC coordinates joint church initiatives 
for economic, ecological and gender justice. 
WCRC's objectives are to foster church unity 
and promote economic, social and 
environmental justice. WCRC's member 
churches believe that Christian faith is based on 
actions which respond to the spiritual needs 
and economic and social rights of all people in 
society and that this includes ensuring 
responsible use of natural resources. WCRC is 
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committed to collaborating with other church 
movements on issues of common concern such 
as climate change, gender justice and 
theological dialogue. 

It is through participation in these and other 
ecumenical organizations that we, as 

Presbyterians, have a stronger voice that can 
help make a difference.

learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the 
oppressed, 

defend the orphan, plead for the widow. – 
Isaiah 1:17 

St. Andrew's Summer Open Door Programme 
Diane M. 

For 20 days this past July and August, we opened our doors and set out the welcome signs on the 
sidewalk. Nearly 1,500 visitors climbed our steps (440 alone on Canada Day!) and came inside to 
enjoy the beauty of our sanctuary. Why did they come? Some were curious: "I've walked past your 
church so many times on my way to work, and I've never been inside."Some had parents or 
grandparents who attended St. Andrew's in years gone by. Some were keen on Ottawa history, some 
on architecture and some wanted simply to sit and have a quiet time. And some were simply curious: 
"I saw your sign and wondered what was inside." 

The Summer Open Doors Programme began as an experiment in 1991, so 2016 was our 25th year of 
this outreach ministry. Who will come up the steps, and why? We never know. The open door and the 
signs draw visitors in. From babes in arms to (very) senior citizens, they come. They marvel at the 
beautiful stained glass windows and the carvings on the pews. We tell them the history of the church 
and about some of the individuals who worshipped here. Many are surprised that this is still a 
"working church." They ask questions – so many questions! "Where is your crucifix?" asked a young 
Lebanese man. "Pope?" questioned a Chinese student. "How are you different from other churches? 
"Where is your priest?" "Why is your pulpit up there?" "What is that big machine?" (the organ). On 
their way out, many signed our guest book and commented: "Wonderful", "truly God's house", 
"Fantastico", "Awesome". In addition, people donated over $300 which we will put in St. Andrew's 
general funds. 

People came from all over Canada and the United States. Visitors also came from Hungary, Australia, 
Romania, Holland, Scotland, England, France, Mexico, Belgium, China, Hong Kong, Lebanon, 
Croatia, Germany, Japan and the Czech Republic. On July 8th, a group of Girl Guides from Welland, 
Ontario visited. Jeanie gave them cookies to keep them going. 

On July 13, a bold chipmunk came through the front doors – twice! 

We must thank Elizabeth P., James D., and Sean T. for all their assistance. And we thank our 
volunteers as well, who manned the doors and welcomed the strangers: Jeanie H., John and Janet B., 
Betty B., Bob F., Luc D., Judy D., Ken Y., Scott I., Bill and Lynda M., Diane M., Jennifer P., Barbara 
and John Y. 

Now, wouldn't it be wonderful if the church doors could be opened in the Fall, Winter and Spring, 
too? 
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Stewardship Committee: Welcome to Vision 2020 
"We are people gathered by God from across the National Capital Area to be a witness of  

Christian hope at the centre of the region". 
(St. Andrew's Ottawa) 

St. Andreans are blessed to be a witness of God's hope and love through our numerous ministries 
within the church and beyond its borders. It is also through God's grace that we are called to serve 
and give as faithful stewards. 

The purpose of the Vision is to ensure St. Andrew's continues to sustain and grow our mission and 
ministries into the future. Vision 2020 will be launched in mid-October and will include activities 
and events over the coming years to lead us to 2020. 

The first phase will take place from mid-October to November 20, and will invite St. Andreans to 
prayerfully consider increasing their financial gifts to the life and mission of our church annually over 
the next four years and beyond. 

To support this phase, we will be hosting information sessions, and you are invited to attend one of 
two brief sessions following the 11 a.m. services on October 16 and 30. A light lunch will be provided. 

Your elder or another elder will be contacting you over the course of mid-October to early November, 
and sharing more information on the invitation to reflect on how you as stewards of God's grace can 
play a pivotal role in achieving our goal. 

The first phase of Vision 2020 will conclude with a special service on November 20. 

Stay tuned for more information on future phases of Vision 2020!

"Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion,  

for God loves a cheerful giver." – 2 Corinthians 9:7 
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The busy crew of St. Andreans who welcomed the 
over 300 visitors (plus Dusty the dog) who dropped 

in on Canada Day…Colombia, Brazil, Russia, 
Hungary, Norway, China, Cambodia, United 

States…

Thank you Elizabeth, Diane, Jennifer, Luc and 
Jeanie.
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CE Appreciation 
On Sunday, May 29 the 
Christian Education 
Committee took time to 
recognize and say thank 
you to all those who 
volunteered in this 
ministry throughout the 
year and who 
contributed to education 
and spiritual growth at St. 
Andrew's. Many assume that Christian Education is only 
Church School but as Christine Ball demonstrated during 
the second service it includes Wednesday Evenings (fall, 
winter, summer), Gracefield Retreat, Open Table, Kids' 
Church, PCC Calendar sales, All Ages Services, Christmas 
Pageant, Mission Possible, VBS, Rally Sunday, Let's Talk 
About…, and so much more. Attendees enjoyed a Middle 
East-themed lunch with punch and lots of conversation. 
Thank you to those who work so hard behind the scenes 
including Christine Ball, Interim Director of Christian 
Development, Maureen R., Christian Development 
Support Worker and Aisling B., Church School 
Superintendent. Thank you to Diana B. for taking the lead 
in organizing the luncheon!

'We should give as we would receive 
– quickly, cheerfully, and without hesitation  

for there is no grace in a benefit that sticks to the finger.'

Let's Talk About... 
All are welcome to join the time for fellowship and 
discussion, generally held the last Sunday of the month 
after the 11 a.m. service. While we'd love to see you at 
each gathering, don't let missing a session prevent you 
from coming to the next one—each one stands alone. 
Keep an eye on the bulletin for our upcoming themes. We 
start with a light snack together, followed by a short video 
from the series called Animate Faith. Then we talk 
together about what we've heard. 

Speak with Alex F. or Maureen R. if you've any questions; 
hope to see you there in the Pottinger Room on October 
30. 
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Mission and Outreach Committee 
Rob S., Co-chair of the Committee 

The M&O Environmental Portfolio had an initiative this summer 
to bring awareness of our need to conserve fossil fuels. We were 
asked to use our bikes or to walk to church this summer in the 
good weather. This initiative was set up and administered by Taji 
Eza who followed through for the summer. There were 8 people 
who took part in the endeavour accumulating a total mileage of 
248 km. My calculation is that this is the equivalent of riding from 
Ottawa to Brockville and returning. This is 31 km per person. 

I would like to thank Taji for this effort and to see it continued for 
next summer with a greater number of participants. Thanks to all 
those who took part this summer. 

Pastoral Care Workshop 
Judy D. 

Many of us have been in situations 
where we are with someone who is 
approaching the end of their life and 
we simply don't know how to be 
helpful. The Pastoral Care Ministry is 
sponsoring a workshop that we hope 
will provide some information for you. 

We will be hosting a Saturday morning 
workshop that is designed to help us to 
be able to be a comforting presence for 
people nearing the end of their life. 
Janet Stark, our workshop leader 
spent many years as the Spiritual Care 
Director and Multifaith Chaplain of a 
community hospital in Eastern 
Ontario. 

We will begin at 9:00 a.m. in St. 
Andrew's Hall. We'll have plenty of tea 
and coffee and light breakfast fare. 
Please sign up in Grant Hall or online. 
The cost to register is $10. All are 
welcome. 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Spiritual	  Needs	  at	  End	  of	  Life	  

"When	  Cure	  is	  not	  possible,	  	  

Care	  is…"	  

OCTOBER	  22,	  2016	  

9:00AM	  –	  12:30PM	  

For	  more	  information	  contact:	  Judy	  D.	  
jd@standrewsottawa.ca	  
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Of Red-Winged Angels 
and Summer 
Contemplation 
Elizabeth P. 

I have worked in 
the St. Andrew's 
church office for 
nearly 10 years 
now: figured out 
some of the 
nuances of 
church policy 
and politics (or 
maybe just 

attempted to); become a member of the 
congregation; joined committees; helped with 
the Attic Treasures Table at the Bazaar (having 
been gently told that I have signed on for life 
now); welcomed visitors and new friends during 
our summer Open Doors ministry; experienced 
a life-changing mission trip in the Middle-East 
with the PCC. 

There is one thing (only one?) that I have 
pondered, wondered about as I enter our 
sanctuary each day: why do the angels in the 
stained glass have ruby-red wings? And I now 
notice this in any church that I enter: the first 
thing I do is go straight to the windows and look 
for angels: yes, with few exceptions, the wings 
are scarlet: magnificent crimson wings, the light 
pouring through, turning the reflections on pew 
and wall into God's wondrous light. Why do 
those wings, especially, so affect me? 

I proceeded over the past months to ask many 
people about the wings; our minister, visiting 
ministers, our amazing archivists, Sheila U. and 
David B.—a few theories, but nothing definitive. 
It was our minister, who, in the end, suggested 
that I ask a stained glass artist: of course! 

So in mid-June, I went to the definitive makers, 
Robert McCausland Ltd, the makers of all of the 

windows on the west side of our sanctuary. This 
is the oldest stained glass firm in the Western 
Hemisphere, and the longest, continuously 
owned family company in Canada. Founded in 
1856 by Joseph McCausland, an Irish 
immigrant, the firm has survived five 
generations. Andrew McCausland has been at 
the helm since 1977. (An aside: the McCausland 
firm had a branch here in Ottawa until the 
1940's, possibly right on Sparks St. Thank you, 
Sheila, for this information!). 

And so, I emailed the company, asking about 
the wings; here is an edit of our 
correspondence: 

At St. Andrew's Church Ottawa we have a 
number of stained glass windows from various 
eras, one of which was created by your 
company in 1894: the Dorcas Window. I have 
attached a photo of the main window that I 
took in 2009, plus one of the quatrefoil on top 
that I just took now. 

What I would like to know is this, if possible: 
why does the quatrefoil angel have red wings? 
I have asked several ministers, and tried on the 
internet to find out, but no one seems to have 
an answer. We have angels in other windows, 
other eras: they all have red wings. Our own 
minister suggested that perhaps a stained 
glass maker might know, and as your 
company is "The Best", as far as I am 
concerned, I decided to turn to you. 

If you have any insight at all, I would be most 
grateful to you. I also want to say that this 
window of ours gives me great pleasure every 
day: the colours are magnificent; I have never 
seen such rich tones. You might think a 
window with so much brown in it would be 
dull, but this window shines forth so 
beautifully, still after 123 years! I thank you for 
it, it gives us all such joy indeed. 

Mr. Andrew McCausland himself, to my joy and 
delight, answered me right back:
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The main characteristic of a stained glass 
window and the most important is 
….COLOUR. Personally, angels' wings give us 
the opportunity to improvise, similar to a jazz 
pianist using his imagination to go off on a 
tangent of lines and phrases. We have used 
gradations of purples, blues, reds and greens. 
It gives us an opportunity to explore the colour 
spectrum. I hope that I have answered your 
questions. 

My reply:  

Actually, one of the ministers I asked yesterday 
wondered about the use of reds in the 
windows, it is so dramatic and powerful as the 
sun shines through. He figured if the wings 
were white, along with the robes (although 
only one of our angels has white robes, in our 
Great War window), the effect wouldn't be so 
dramatic. 

Mr. McCausland:  

We try to limit the amount of white in a 
window. White can always be embellished with 
a strong accent colour, like red. 

So, now I went 
into the 
sanctuary again 
to have another 
look at the 
glass, especially 
the Dorcas 
Window (on 
the north-west 
side of the 
pulpit). I 
wanted to feel the glass, feel the history. I ran 
my finger over the McCausland signature on the 
bottom right and … black! My finger came away 
coal black. Okay! I knew immediately what I 
wanted to do this summer: clean the stained 
glass windows of St. Andrew's. Back to the 
internet for info: stained glass, especially old 

stained glass, should be cleaned only with 
distilled water and a soft cloth. 

And so I began; in a spare hour here and there I 
proceeded. The problem was the height: I was 
told by many, "Don't go up a ladder for this: too 
dangerous!" So I did what I could by standing 
on tiptoe on the pews, or a small stepladder. 
The bottom third of the windows started to give 
up their true colour. The water turned black in 
my bucket as the glass gave up its secrets. You 
may not notice a huge difference, but stand up 
close, see the trees, the traffic, the people 
walking by through the glass. Go right up to the 
Dorcas Window, look closely at the boy in blue: 
there is a patch on his cloak, giving us more 
insight into the story of Dorcas helping the 
poor. Feel the ripples in the layers of glass in 
the Nativity Window, see the richness there, in 
story and in glass. 

Because I could only do the lower parts of each 
window, I began to notice, really notice and 
appreciate, the names on those windows: each 
was dedicated to loved ones or events over time, 
from the first windows installed in 1894 (the 
Dorcas Window, dedicated to Lilias Fleck and 
Lilias M. Ahearn, and the Suffer the Little 
Children Window, for Rosalind Booth) to the 
last in 1992 (the tetramorph Windows over the 
north church door, to celebrate the 125th year 
of Confederation). 

The most moving and soulful names that I 
cleaned, though, were those on the Memorial 
Window: those of St. Andrew's who gave their 
lives in the Great War:

"They overcame… and they loved not their lives 
unto death".

As I wiped those names clean I wept for them, 
for each name, for their families, for their 
friends, and said a prayer for each one. Then I 
wiped them again, to make sure their names 
shone bright. It was the most moving thing I 
have ever done. 

!9



OCTOBER 2, 2016 WWW.STANDREWSOTTAWA.CA

So, now as I enter the sanctuary each and every 
time, I think of the people behind all of these 
windows. Every afternoon before I go home I sit 
in the light reflected down through the glass 
and feel the Holy Spirit softly, softly shining 
down on me. It has become a very special part 
of my day that gives me peace. 

I end with the words written on the Love, Truth, 
and Justice Window: 

Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things 
are honest,

whatsoever things are pure:
think on these things – Philippians 4:8 

St. Andrew's Congregational Golf 
Richard	  L.	  

Six	  thoroughly	  pleased	  golfers	  enjoyed	  a	  very	  pleasant	  congregational	  golf	  outing	  on	  Tuesday	  
June	  14	  at	  Greensmere	  Golf	  and	  Country	  Club.	  A	  younger	  threesome	  involving	  Bob	  B.,	  Ian	  J.	  and	  
Richard	  L.	  nipped	  the	  more	  geriatric	  threesome	  of	  Forrest	  L.,	  Bill	  M.	  and	  Colin	  F.	  to	  capture	  the	  
win.	  The	  latter	  were	  able	  to	  temper	  their	  trauma	  at	  the	  Cheshire	  Cat	  Pub	  with	  refreshments	  and	  
lunch,	  along	  with	  the	  victors	  following	  the	  golf.	  They	  were	  joined	  subsequently	  by	  Sheila	  P.	  at	  
which	  point	  the	  quality	  of	  the	  conversation	  improved	  tremendously.	  While	  the	  registration	  for	  
the	  event	  was	  low,	  the	  spirits	  were	  high	  in	  large	  measure	  due	  to	  the	  excellent	  weather	  and	  the	  
company.	  While	  it	  was	  hoped	  that	  women	  of	  the	  congregation	  would	  join	  the	  golfers	  this	  year,	  
there	  are	  optimistic	  hopes	  for	  next	  year's	  event.	  
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L-R: Forrest L., Bob B., Colin F., Ian J., 
Richard L., Rev. Bill M. 

L-R: Ian J., Rev. Bill M., Richard L., 
Colin F., Forrest L., Bob B. 
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WMS – Small but Still 
Making a Difference 
Judy D. 

The Women's Missionary Society (WMS) 
chapter at St. Andrew's has a history of service 
stretching back decades. Over the years, the 
faithful members of the WMS have undertaken 
studies that have helped them learn about many 
of the difficult circumstances faced by people 
around the world. Their focus has often been 
the challenges and hardships faced by women 
and children. They have not just studied these 
areas of the world; the members have tried to 
make a difference. 

At each meeting of the WMS, an offering is 
received. The bulk of the offering goes to the 
national WMS to support the many wonderful 
projects they undertake—both in Canada and 
around the world. From time to time St. 
Andrew's WMS has hosted some fundraising 
events where the proceeds have been used for 
other specific purposes. Most recently, "Bread 
for the World" provided funds to mail to India 
children's pneumonia vests, knitted by 
volunteers. 

Upon the death of Ann C., a very committed 
long-time member of the WMS, they were 
entrusted with a bequest of $10,000. The group 
decided to provide some funds to projects 
related to areas they have been studying over 
the past few years. Those various gifts were 
much appreciated. In addition, the group 
decided to make a gift of $5,500 to the	  Mendha 
Bungalow in India through the Presbyterian 

Church in Canada's International Ministries. 
Here is an excerpt from the thank you letter. 

"Warmest greetings from International 
Ministries of The Presbyterian Church in 
Canada! It has taken a long time to send you 
this letter with a sincere thank you for the 
generous donation of $5,500, for the special 
project in India. We are grateful that you 
decided this was a good place to send Ann 
Crain's thoughtful bequest. 

This Bungalow is home to the Mendha 
Community Health Centre, also referred to as 
"the Bungalow", and has served over 100 
villages (100,000 – 150,000 population) with 
primary health care services and periodic 
village development programs over the past 65 
years. Sadly, the program closed in 2013, but 
with these essential repairs, the program is 
scheduled to re-open very soon. It is supported 
by Presbyterian World Service and 
Development (PWS&D), the WMS and 
International Ministries in the person of 
Michelle V., PCC mission staff. Michelle is a 
nurse and has completed a Master's Degree in 
Public Health in Developing Countries, at the 
renowned London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine in England. She is a health 
advisor, providing expert knowledge and 
Christian support." 

The local WMS chapter chose this project, in 
part, because of St. Andrew's long relationship 
with the people in this part of India. It is 
amazing and always heartening to see what 
even a small group of caring people can help 
accomplish. 

St. Andrew's Ringers 
A new year for the handbell choir will begin on September 26 and the year ahead holds many 
wonderful opportunities to perform and learn. As well as our regular appearances at St. Andrew's and 
elsewhere, there is a workshop at the end of October in Ottawa, a Spring Ring in Vermont, and a 
Festival to attend in Hamilton in May! New ringers are always welcome. Please come out on a 
Monday evening at 6:30 and see what it's like!  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Midsomer Miracles 
The summer of 2016 has come and almost gone 
but the camaraderie generated by the Summer 
BBQ Series, held in July, lives on. This year's 
theme was 'Midsomer Miracles' and the 
discussions were thoughtfully and joyfully led 
by our facilitators, Bruce F., Alex F., Janet B. 
and Huda K. Great bursts of laughter seemed to 
intersperse the discussion phase of each 
evening attesting to good group participation. 

While our participant numbers came and went 
from week to week as people became more or 
less available, we were blessed to average 20 

enthusiasts joining us for dinner and 
discussion. The real miracle, of course, was that 
our talented chefs (Alex F., George S., John B. 
and Saad K.) didn't melt over the BBQ in the 
summer's sweltering heat. As you can see, 
everyone arrived prepared to enjoy themselves 
and left each evening smiling and sated, both in 
body and in soul. The biggest compliment we 
got? Why couldn't we continue these evenings 
throughout the rest of the summer! 

Thanks to James for always making sure the set 
up was complete and the BBQ tanks filled. 
Thanks to all who attended and shared so many 
different kinds of salads. 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Holland Christian Male Choir—Concert at St. Andrew's 
Saturday October 8, 7:30 p.m. Tickets $20, under 14 $10
Marco Hoorn as director, Jaap Kramer on the organ, Jacob Schenk on the piano. 

Marco Hoorn, Jaap Kramer and Jacob Schenk will also sing as trio "At Once" 

On October 1 the members of the "Dutch Christian Male Choir" and their partners will 
leave Schiphol for their flight to Toronto. The choir consists of 33 male singers. Many 

are accompanied by their partners—the total group consists 58 people. 

Very special this year is that the trio "At Once" will also accompany the choir. These 
three men Jaap Kramer, Jacob Schenk and Marco Hoorn are very famous on the Dutch 
TV program "Nederland Zingt." They will not only sing in the concerts but they will also 
play the organ, the piano and Marco will be the lead of everything during the concerts. 

Jaap Kramer and/or Jacob Schenk will play on the organ and the piano. 
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Wednesday Studies
1. Bible: Joshua (led by David B.) 
JOSHUA at the BATTLE of JERICHO: Joshua is a book devoted to the deliverance of a displaced 
people; not from captivity in Egypt, but from exile in Babylon in the 6th century B.C. Although it 
places the reader with Joshua as he crosses the Jordan and captures Jericho, it was written some 900 
years after the fact, in an attempt to help the people understand why their Temple and precious 
Jerusalem had been destroyed by Nabucco. Joshua was written as a theological critique of part of 
Israel's history. The book provides the link connecting the Exodus with the Exile. The covenant 
connects the people with their God, and keeping this covenant will determine if they stay in the land. 

2. Church History 101: pivotal moments and movements (led by Rev. Karen Dimock) 
Working from a large picture overview of the history of the church and the unfolding timeline of 
events in the world around it, each week we will zoom in and take a closer look at the life of the 
church in particular times and places. Covering 2000 years in six weeks (!!!) our journey of learning 
and discovery will take us from the early New Testament Church to the formation of the Nicene 
creed, from the monastic movements to the rise of the papacy, from the Crusades to the missionary 
movements into the "New World" and from the Reformation and Counter-
Reformation up to the present day and the life of the Church in a 
postmodern and secular society. Along our way we will be paying 
attention to the theme of Reform, what it meant for the Church and her 
response through the unfolding history of her life and witness. Looking 
forward to a lively discussion! 

3. Art as a portal to scripture (led by Christine Ball) 
The Saint John's Bible is a modern illuminated Bible commissioned by the 
Saint John Abby and the University of Minnesota. It uses traditional 
methods and tools of calligraphy and gold illumination to explore Biblical 
themes with modern and universal images. After looking at this art and 
the art of others, I hope that the participants will be able to make their 
own art… no art experience necessary – just a willingness to have fun. 
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Summer BBQ Series
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News from Amkhut 
Aisling B. 

"My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the 
nations" – Mark 11:17. 

Keen eyes might have spotted the plaque in Grant Hall this 
summer, with a picture of First Church Amkhut and the 
above verse written in the local Bhili language. It is a gift 
from the congregation to St. Andrew's. 

July began on a disappointing note for the Indian youth 
who had planned to visit us on their way to Canada Youth in 
St. Catherine's. One young lady was in an accident and 
couldn't travel; and the two young men did not receive their 
travel visas in time. It is a time-consuming and costly 
process to organize passports (a first for them), then to 
travel the 4 hours by bus to Indore, followed by a 20-hour 
train trip to New Delhi. 

During our VBS in August I sent pictures daily to the pastor 
and members of the congregation, who enjoyed knowing 
our daily themes and prayed for the children in attendance. 

On August 28, Amkhut hosted a one day retreat for all the 
youth in the Vindhya-Satpura region. In total 150 youth and 
30 young adults attended. The theme the pastors chose was, 
"Your relationship with God" and discussions focused on, 
"Difficulties of inter-caste marriage." The latter is an issue 
that pops up frequently in the region: young couples from 
different religious backgrounds wishing to marry. The main 
meal of the day, chicken biriyani, was prepared by the young 
men. 

Though the retreat was planned in the middle of the rainy 
season I heard from one youth that, "God gave us one-day 
break of rain to enjoy the program." You may have heard on 
the news of flooding in Madhya Pradesh, but overflowing 
rivers and creeks only impacted the eastern part of the state. 
The river that runs through Amkhut is indeed full, which is 
good news for farmers and fishermen. 

Those members of St. Andrew's who have visited Amkhut 
will tell you it is a special place. As Crawford Sharp rightly 
pointed out, it is a "thin place," a place where the boundary 
between heaven and earth seems more transparent. Well, I 
have finally realized that the people who live in the region 
also think this way, as they try to get there as often as they 
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can; the local pastors' retreat took place there on September 5! 

In conversations with Rev. Navneet I have asked how the congregation feels about the partnership 
with St. Andrew's. I have learned they continue to pray for us twice a month during regular worship 
service and feel it is very special to have this friendship. In particular, they have asked us to pray for 
"those people who are not coming to church services." I feel this may be a common prayer around the 
world, both at St. Andrew's and at First Church. We are joined together across many kilometres by 
the same challenges and the same hope. Together we will celebrate the Lord's Supper on Sunday, 
October 2.  

News of A. Refugee 
Family 
Barbara S. 

I am pleased to report that our recent young 
refugee family from Syria are settling in quite 
well to life in Canada. 

Issa has been extremely busy in his new role as 
Field Sales Manager with Kognitive, and is 
responsible for hiring, training and scheduling 
over 20 reps in approximately 15 Canadian Tire 
Stores in Ottawa and environs. Issa has 
acquired a Canadian driver's license, and now is 
the proud owner of a company car, which is 
required to cover promotions in Ottawa and 
Eastern Ontario stores. He is thriving despite 
his long work hours and challenges. As 
remuneration is based on results, it means that 
sometimes he has the unpleasant task of firing 
unproductive reps. Nonetheless Issa loves his 
job, which fortunately provides some flexibility 
for him to take care of Bushra, when Rasha has 

appointments. For some unknown reason, to 
date Issa has not received his permanent 
residence card, despite his follow-up calls. 

Rasha has completed the first session of her 
Conflict Resolution Diploma Program (TPN 1) 
at St. Paul's University, and it did not take long 
for the course leaders to recognize that she is 
gifted in this field of study. Hopefully, this will 
lead to her involvement with the delivery of this 
program, once she has completed it. Rasha is 
scheduled for the remaining sessions (TPN's 2, 
3 & 4) during the months of September, 
October and November 2016. She has also been 
involved with Non-Violent Communication 
(NVC) small study groups, being facilitated by a 
registered leader in the field. One of Rasha's 
goals is to become a registered NVC leader. A 
number of applications for employment 
opportunities have been made on Rasha's 
behalf, but no substantial opportunities have 
developed due to the slow hiring season in the 
summer. However, she is presently working as 
an Intake Worker one weekend per week with 
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St. Andrew's Women's Guild 
Our meetings began again in September. We meet on Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. once a 

month. Check the bulletin for the exact dates. 

All Women of St. Andrew's are automatically considered members - we just need you to 
come and join us at our meetings whenever you can. 

We have interesting speakers and take pride in our Rummage sales and the annual 
Christmas tea and Bazaar. Our next meeting is October 13. Please come and join us!
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Intercity Ministries. Thanks to Taji for her 
commitment in assisting Rasha in her job 
search, which no doubt will lead to employment 
to complement her studies and experience, and 
will also be fulfilling for her. Rasha received her 
permanent residence card late in July, after a 
requirement to submit a new passport-like 
photograph. 

Bushra has enjoyed her first semester of J.K. 
She received encouraging end-of-term reports 
and, as some of you may have observed, 
Bushra's English has improved significantly. 
She can converse quite well and get her point 
across in English, sometimes with a little help 

from Rasha or Issa. Bushra has enjoyed 
summer day outings to museums, parks/
playgrounds, festivals, family and friend 
gatherings, and she really enjoyed attending 
VBS at St. Andrew's. Bushra is happy to return 
to school, and has started her S.K. school year 
with a new teacher that she likes. 

Overall, Rasha is enjoying the hot summer days, 
while Issa is looking forward to winter weather. 
To me, Bushra seems quite happy in every 
season. 

We wish them every success and God's 
blessings as they continue their transition to life 
in Canada. 

The Lord's Prayer: Debts, Trespasses or Sins? 
Rev. Karen Dimock 

I know you want to know. I get asked this all the time. Why do some churches say one thing and 
others another? Is one more right and how do you chose? 

Let's start with the Bible. The Lord's prayer is found in two of the gospels, Matthew and Luke. 

In Matthew chapter 6 we hear Jesus teach this prayer very early on in his ministry, just after he called 
the disciples, it is at the heart of the Sermon on the Mount and our Bibles in the pews provide the 
following translation: "forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors". The Greek word that is 
translated as debts in this verse is ophelilema which translates quite literally as that which is owed. 
While most translations of Matthew use debts, in some English language versions of the prayer 
trespasses is used instead. Whether debts or trespasses, it should be understood as a metaphor for 
sin and an understanding of sin as a debt owed to God. One that we cannot pay. 
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Photo of the Synod youth 
leaders at CY2016 in St. 
Catharines before they 

returned to Ottawa. Ernest 
at the bottom, Sana, 

Melanie and Malaika at the 
back right.
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In Luke we hear Jesus teaching the prayer later on in his ministry, Luke chapter 11 (right after the 
encounter with Mary and Martha which comes right on the heels of the story of the Good Samaritan). 
Here Jesus teaches forgive us our sins, as we forgive everyone who sins against us. In this case rather 
than using the metaphorical word debts, Luke in Greek makes use of Hamartia which means sins. 

In each case the petition is for forgiveness and is made alongside the commitment to forgive those 
who are indebted to us or who have sinned against us. 

Sin is a word that can refer to individual acts of wrongdoing as well as systemic social injustices 
perpetuated by communities. Some say that the state of the world is inherently sinful and others say 
that human beings are. That there is something broken and that state of brokenness is sin. For some, 
sin refers to the state of being separated from God. When it is first used in the Bible it is described 
almost like an animal, when Cain is upset and angry that his brother's offerings were preferred to his, 
God warns him to be careful for sin is lurking outside and ready to pounce. Such a big word and 
certainly one we should use carefully and with humility, especially when referring to others for as 
much we have all suffered because of sin, the greater message is the one of forgiveness. 

Forgiveness is the heart of what God came to us for in Christ. It is reconciliation that makes whole 
relationships that are twisted and torn. In Matthew's Gospel, both the Sermon on the Mount and 
later teachings place great emphasis on forgiveness. If you are on your way to worship, Jesus says, 
and there is something between you and your brother, go and make it right first. And later in 
Matthew when Jesus is asked how many times one must forgive, he answers seventy times seven 
which is a metaphorical way of saying keep going until it is all done, keep on forgiving. In Luke's 
Gospel, Jesus on the Cross asks for forgiveness for those who crucify him. They do not know what 
they do. 

One of my favourite verses in the hymn book comes early on in Praise my Soul the King of Heaven as 
it gives thanks that in Christ we are ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven. It is so complete. However 
we think about sin, whether it be a debt owed, a state of darkness, a prison that holds us, a force 
within or without (and in the Bible we find each of these images and more), it is more than conquered 
in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. 

All this and so much more comes together as I reflect on this short line in the Lord's Prayer: Forgive 
us our debts, our trespasses, our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Truly a prayer of the 
Kingdom and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

I know I didn't really answer the question: sins, debts or trespasses, but I hope this helps you as you 
bring your own prayers to God this week! 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Gracefield Retreat 
A letter from a young participant at the Gracefield Retreat. 

Thank you for: eating the food, swimming in the lake, going for a canoe ride, children's 
time, scavenger hunt, crafts, campfire and marshmallows; and most of all for being so kind 

to me. 
Thank you for visiting us at Gracefield. Love and hugs, Alan (age 4)
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Marco Depestre Foundation of Ottawa 
Yvette D. 

The rebuilding of the Maro Verger School recently has brought me to a renewed meaning of the logo 
of the Marco Depestre Foundation of Ottawa: With grace & good will (Ak lagras ak bon volonté). 

Six and a half years ago, three months after the terrible 2010 earthquake in Haiti, I visited Maro 
Verger and the site of the destroyed school. The miracle was that at the time of the catastrophe, no 
one was in the school building. 

My brother Marco, through the Methodist Church, obtained a large tent to house this primary school, 
but he quickly realized this was not a permanent solution. 

The school building was formerly a manse built on the property of the Methodist Church. It was used 
as a school when the congregation realised the children had to commence school later in the school 
year than others due to the impassable conditions for the younger children when it rained. In 2013, 
classes were held in the little church adjacent, with the provision of three blackboards and sufficient 
benches for classes to continue. 

The leaders of the school, church and community sought our help for the school. In the early days of 
the Foundation, we offered school bags provided to us by Mennonite groups which we stocked with 
school supplies. One year, the students of St. Mary's School in Ottawa organized bake sales to fill over 
100 school bags that were shipped to Haiti. 

During my yearly visits to that community, it became more evident that the Foundation should 
undertake the rebuilding of the school, since all organizations contacted were unable to do so. 

Our top priority in 2015-2016 was the construction of the Maro Verger School building. Thanks to 
one of our supporters, Bruno L., we raised over $9,000 with the superb performance of the 
prestigeous Chœur Classique de l'Outaouais singing "The Missa Kreyol", which was graciously hosted 
at St. Andrew's Church. A fundraising drive to family and friends all over the world by the 
Foundation was a huge success and doubled our revenues in 2015. 

We were well on our way to meeting our goal but not quite yet. Corporate sponsorships in Canadian 
funds and contributions from families in US currency gave us the boost we needed. Our Minister, the 
Reverend Karen Dimock, the Mission & Outreach Committee and the Men's Fellowship supported 
our fundraising supper held in St. Andrew's Hall in June 2016, which raised enough funds to 
commence the school construction. 

Agreements were signed with The Marco Depestre Foundation Haiti and the Engineer, and two 
monitors were engaged to ensure that safe building codes were observed with competent and secure 
workmanship. This proved to be one of our wisest investments. 

In late June, the Engineer worked with the community to hire labourers in Maro Verger to carry all 
the necessary material from the trucks arriving from Port-au-Prince, and surrounding areas. Since 
there are no roads, everything was transported to the school site manually or sometimes by horse. 
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A few days after the Engineer received the first instalment of funds, construction went ahead with his 
contractor and four workers, plus the local workers of about 50 people working long hours under the 
blazing sun. Some children worked alongside their parents, carrying a few stones or sand on site. 

We received reports and photographs from our lead monitor, Etzer D., twice weekly and construction 
progressed rapidly. Within three weeks of the start of the construction, the progress required us to 
pay the second instalment. All of this was accomplished without any accidents or untoward incidents. 
By mid-August, we were assured that construction work was almost complete and students could 
look forward to starting their school year in the new school. 

I arrived on my yearly monitoring visit on August 24, and my brother Etzer and I were welcomed by 
the School Principal, Mr Ovide F. It was a moving experience for me to see the school building on the 
horizon as I drew closer to it, and toured the school site occupied by many workers and others. I also 
met with the community leaders to discuss the upkeep of the school and the inauguration planned for 
September 19. 

On the inauguration day, the Church was decorated, everyone was dressed in Sunday attire, and a 
number of ladies were busy preparing food for the reception. Finally, three plaques were placed on 
the wall in front of the principal's office. 

The inauguration ceremony included: a service officiated by the President of The Marco Depestre 
Foundation Haiti, Rêv. Marco Depestre Jr; a homily by the Superintendent of The Petit-Goave 
Methodist District based on Psalm 110:14 on how to respond to God's provision with a heart of 
gratitude; the choir sang in Kreyol from a translation by my father, the late Rêv. Marco Depestre Sr.; 
a thank you by Pastor Edzaire Paul, in charge of Methodist Schools at the level of our school; Etzer D. 
reminded attendees of the importance of discipline; and I shared the greetings on behalf of the 
MDFO Board of Directors. Prayers were lifted up to dedicate The Maro Verger School building to the 
glory of God and for the education of the students, and in thanksgiving for all who contributed funds 
for the construction of the school. Songs expressed gratitude for God's faithfulness and provision. 
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Photo of the school at the inauguration 
ceremony, with logo "Ak lagras ak bon 
volunte" (With Grace and Good Will).

Yvette cutting the ribbon with The 
Superintendent of The Petit-Goave 

Methodist District, The Rev. Pastor Jean-
Marie Admirable.
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The ceremony continued in front of the school with the raising of the Haitian flag by two students, 
while the Haitian National Anthem was sung. A prayer by Rêv M. Depestre preceded the cutting of 
the ribbon by Rêv. Admirable and myself, with lots of applause by all. I then presented the Maro 
Verger School keys to Rêv. Admirable, who in turn gave them to The School Principal, Mr Ovide 
Fontin. 

School supplies were also distributed to the school children, who sat at the new benches in their 
classrooms. The teachers also received dictionaries, a first aid kit, and a water filter for the classroom 
from the Depestre family. 

Our Foundation (MDFO) lifts up our heartful thanks to God for his bountiful provision to us in the 
realization of this long awaited school project. Also, we are most appreciative for the support of our 
congregation in general, our Minister, the Reverend Karen Dimock, the Men's Fellowship, the 
Mission & Outreach Committee and Rob R. for their ongoing support and encouragement of the work 
of the Lord through our Foundation. 

VBS 
Christine Ball 

The words to remember for September come 
from the Gospel of Luke 18:16–17:

 But Jesus called for them and said  
 "Let the little children come to me, and do not 

stop them;  
for it is to such as these that the kingdom of 

God belongs. 
Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the 

kingdom of God  
as a little child will never enter it." – 

Luke 18:16–17 
For one week each summer the voices of 
children are clearly heard in the church! 

If you were to listen in during VBS Camp you 
would hear the sounds of children laughing, 
playing, praying, hushed whispers in story-
time, 'rockin' music and singing. Adult 
volunteers were like children, doing science 
experiments, watching puppet dramas, playing 
games, listening to stories, creating beautiful art 
and even getting fingers sticky with glue and 
Popsicle juice. 

Those who passed by the church during VBS 
week seemed surprised to see a mass of 56 
children, 11 teenagers and more than a dozen 
adults out on the front courtyard, playing, 
sharing popsicles and conversation. One 
afternoon I spoke to the Commissionaire 
standing on the side of the courtyard taking in 
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June Congregational Picnic 
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the action. "Wow", he said, "Did all these kids 
come from your church? It is so nice to see 
them all enjoying themselves." He thought St. 
Andrew's must be an extraordinary church to 
have such a gift of children. He too wanted to 
share in the camp, "Can I show the kids how I 
feed the chipmunks?" 

VBS is a powerfully rewarding week for those of 
all ages to learn and experience the love of God 
in community. It is an outreach to our church 
families, their friends and those of the 
community. The activity of the children playing, 
doing mission projects and sharing snacks, gave 
a glimpse of what lies behind the stone walls 
and heavy doors of our building. They bore 
witness to the larger community of the life and 
joy of our church. 

Does this child-centred church of VBS sound 
like your usual experience of church? 

It is a blessing to have the presence of children 
in this congregation. We know that we cannot 
take their participation for granted. 
Consequently, we are grateful for the many 
dedicated volunteers who lovingly prepare 
child-centred programming such as V.B.S., 
church school, kid's church, mission possible 
kids and youth group. 

Can we go further? How might each of us 
include the children in all aspects of our 
congregational life? A personal challenge for 

each of us is to delight in and learn from the 
wonder and mystery that the children so 
willingly share during worship and in special 
worship services such as Christmas, Palm 
Sunday, Advent or Lenten Celebrations. 

We all have a part in extending welcome and 
friendship to children and their families. 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Letter from Parent of child 
attending VBS Camp

I just wanted to thank you for the awesome 
camp you had last week. 

It was so well organized and the monitors 
and volunteers were always showing love 
and attention with the kids. Isabella had a 

great time. 

We also loved the CD, the pictures and the 
activities that she brought home. It's good 

to know that she was learning how God 
saves, calms and loves while having so 

much fun. 

Thank you for everything and God bless you 
all!! 

Patricia
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